
 

 

Wing Leader 

 

Hello fellow Colonels, 
 

I hope everyone is taking a well-deserved rest 

after a very busy Warbird Weekend! First and 

foremost, I would like to thank all of the 

volunteers who helped make this event a success. 

It takes a small village to organize this event and 

a large village to pull it off. If you were unable to 

help out or attend this year, we look forward to 

seeing you at next year’s event. 

 

For personal reasons, Greg Young has stepped down from his position 

as Maintenance officer. Please join me in thanking Greg for everything 

he has done and continues to do for the Wing. We hope to continue to 

see you around the hangar and as part of the flyover team. Stan Turner 

has graciously agreed to and has been appointed by the staff as our new 

Maintenance Officer. He will fill the remainder of Greg’s term. 

Welcome to the team, Stan! We will be hearing from Stan starting next 

month in Slips and Skids. 

 

Starting this month (May 22nd), we are reinstating our monthly speaker 

series at the membership meeting. Brian has lined up Ross Edmondson 

to speak about flying his Cessna 182 around the world. Our theme for 

the potluck after the meeting will be Italian. The Wing will provide the 

main course, and we ask that each of you bring a side dish or dessert. If 

you know of someone who would like to speak at one of our monthly 

meetings, please contact Brian.  

 

On Tuesday, May 3rd, we had a group of fifth-graders visit the hangar. 

They had just completed a course of study on WWII, so this field trip 

was the culmination of their studies. The kids were all dressed in period 

attire and were very knowledgeable when asked questions about WWII 

and the airplanes. They finished their tour with a lunch provided by the 

school in a nicely decorated O’Club.  
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A big part of our mission in the CAF is to Honor, Inspire and Educate. Events like Warbird Weekend and 

the school tours are our way of helping to fulfill this mission. 

 
See you around the hangar… 
Lisa 
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adjutant report 

 

Greetings Wing Members, 

 

I haven’t heard the numbers 

yet, but I think we can safely 

say that Warbird Weekend was 

a success! I want to thank 

everyone that came out to help 

for the weekend! On Saturday, 

it felt like we could have used 

some more help since the 

crowds were so large, but we 

managed. On Sunday, the crowds were slightly 

smaller, so we could breathe a little easier. Every one 

of our patrons that I spoke with seemed to be really 

enjoying the event and thanked us for putting it on. 

Great job all!   

 

Thank you to those that were part of the setup and 

take-down crew. It takes a lot just to get the event 

ready, and many people pulled a lot of extra hours to 

make it all happen. For fear of leaving someone out, 

I will not name names, but know that your hard work 

was appreciated.   

 

I also wanted to thank our staff members for all of 

their hard work for many months in advance to pull 

this event off. We had several new people in key 

positions, but they jumped right in and did their job 

well. Thank you! 

 

I hope you all had a great time. I look forward to 

doing it again next year! 

 

Brian Kosior 
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From the right seat/xo 

 

First and foremost: WOW:  is a summary of a superb Warbird Weekend. 

Fantastic planning by staff, great weather, nice turnout of aircraft (Thanks Devil 

Dog and Texas Raiders, to mention a few), happy volunteers, and most 

importantly, a friendly public participation. By all appearances, we may have 

had a record revenue event. Stay tuned for a finalized Finance Officer’s report. 

 

Team 19: Major progress on the empennage and tail surface reattachment. The 

Victory decal looks great on the Vertical Stab. Wings are ready to install, minus 

one last red meatball, which will be painted shortly. Elevators, vertical stab, and 

rudder will be installed next. 

 

Lastly, congratulations Rich Welsh on your recent retirement and spectacular retirement party in our hangar. 

A well-deserved backdrop indeed. 

 

See y’all soon. 

 

Ed Vesely 

XO 
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saFety corner 

 
Spring has sprung, fall has fell, summer is here, and it’s hotter than usual 

  

I would like to thank everyone that helped in making Warbird Weekend a success. Even though it was 

April, It was unusually hot. I was happy to hear from one of the people working that we did a good job of 

making sure everyone had water and Gatorade to drink. And that is one of the items I would like to 

mention. When working in the heat of the hanger or outside, it is easy to keep working even when your 

body tells you it is time to rest. Please be aware that in this heat, it is easy to get heatstroke. There are so 

many things that need to be done during an open house or even in the hanger that the natural tendency is to 

keep pushing yourself. So when you have heat like this weekend, remember to keep drinking water and 

some Gatorade to replenish the sweat the get to body uses as its natural cooling mechanism. If you can, 

occasionally get to a shady area or even an air-conditioned room. If you are diabetic, make sure you eat at 

regular intervals to keep your blood sugar stable. I am going to put glucose tablets and small packets of 

Gatorade powder in the first aid kits. Please do not hesitate to use these items.  

 

Also, when we are scheduling rides, be aware that the T-6 and BT-13 get very hot sitting out on the ramp. 

We want to have people get the living history flight experience, but we do not want to stress our pilots. Hot 

weather may limit the rides we can sell. It is better to postpone a ride that puts people’s health in jeopardy. 

Also, remember to take water to not only the pilots but also to the passengers. From what I saw, we were 

doing a great job of taking water to people working the gate, parking, and the tents. We are doing a great job. 

Remember to keep this up at our barnstorming, air show, and field activities. After all, we are our brother’s 

and sister’s keepers. Let’s continue to look out for each other and have a great time. 
 

Ed Bergmann 
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Museum news  

 
Warbird Weekend 

 

During Warbird Weekend, we asked museum visitors to sign in to our Museum Visitor’s book, including the 

number of people in their group.   Because many people did sign in, we were able to quantify the number of 

people who toured our museum. Our visitor’s book documented that we had 310 people on Saturday and 370 

people on Sunday touring the museum. Because not everyone signed in, we estimate that we had between 

700-800 museum visitors over the weekend. These visitors also donated $400 to the museum. 

 

We tried to have three museum volunteers in the museum at all times to answer questions and to man the 

hands-on exhibits (Gibson Girl Radio, Paratrooper Helmet, Tank Periscope, and Mess Kit) for the kids.   I 

want to thank each of the museum volunteers who spent one or more shifts in the museum during Warbird 

Weekend.   Several of these volunteers also volunteered in other areas during Warbird Weekend. 

 

The Wing’s Museum Volunteers during Warbird Weekend were: 

 

Chuck Waters             Bob Linguiti              Jason Delaney    

Howard Jones             Sam Hoynes             Richard Hamilton 

Jim Buser                    Joe Kudrna 

 

We could use a few new Museum Volunteers to help out on Open Saturdays or during scheduled field trips 

by schools, scouts, church, seniors and other groups to our museum during the week. If you are interested in 

helping, let us know. 
 

-Sam Hoynes 
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cadet corner 

 

 

cadet corner 

The cadets resurrected two moribund projects initially started by their 

predecessors.  

The Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior engine static display, the same 

engine on our Vultee BT-13 Valiant, is a project led by Max Grousseau, 

assisted by Manuel Cachutt and Wayne Loeber. Max picked up the original 

project plans put together by Craig Pridgeon, and with the help of Sam 

Hoynes, erected the excellent project workbench and parts crates that had 

been stored in the hangar. 

The Aero L-39 Albatross cockpit static display is a project led by Jason Morales and Richard Craig, assisted 

by Julian Zapp. They moved the front end of the aircraft from the outside airport storage area to the hangar 

and recovered the associated parts bin. Assessment of required work and needed material to get the display 

ready for Warbird Weekend was undertaken. 

During Warbird Weekend, our fearless cadets ran the dog tag machine, a popular memento for our guests. 

Cheers,  

Matt  
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eyes on the horizon 

 

 

May 

22nd: Membership Meeting (Potluck is 

Italian), Meeting will include a special guest 

speaker 

 

June 

4th: Museum Day 

18th: Museum Day 

19th: Membership Meeting  

 

July 

2nd: Museum Day 

16th: Museum Day 

17th: Membership Meeting  

 

August 

6th: Museum Day 

20th: Museum Day 

21st: Membership Meeting  

 

September 

3rd: Museum Day 

17th: Museum Day 

18th: Membership Meeting  

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 

1st: Museum Day 

15th: Museum Day 

*No Membership Meeting 

29 – 30: Wings Over Houston 

 

November 

5th: Museum Day 

19th: Museum Day 

20th: Membership Meeting  

 

December 

3rd: Museum Day 

17th: Museum Day 

18th: Membership Meeting  
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Birthdays & anniversaries 

 

May Birthdays 

5/2   Cory Baldwin 

5/5   Bob Henry 

5/6   Jane Copeland 

5/9   Pete Hyatt 

5/19 Ricky Baker 

5/24 Miles Turner 

5/29 Ken English 

5/30 Steve Sparks 

5/31 Danny Schnautz 

 

May Anniversaries 

5/21/98  Ryszard Zadow 

5/10/99  Don Johnson 

5/19/99  Dan Leone 

5/09/08  Bill Stone 

5/11/11  James Buser 

5/18/18  James Bixby 

5/29/18  John Rudd 

5/04/21  Riley Paugh 

  5/12/21  Chad Sandberg 
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Wing Leader 
Col Lisa Sanford 
hwingleader@gmail.com 
  
Executive Officer  
Col Ed Vesely  
aviatored@comcast.net 

  
Adjutant/Membership  
Col Brian Kosior  
briankosior@yahoo.com  

  
Finance Officer  
Col Tony Bohnert 
Financehoustonwing@gmail.com 

  

Marketing/Development Officer - 
Open 
  
Rides Coordinator 
Col Denise Walker 
texflyers@gmail.com  
 
Education Officer 
Col Sam Hoynes 
s.h.hoynes@sbcglobal.net  
  

  

 

 

 
Cadet Program Coordinator  
Col Matt Brzostowksi 
mbrzostowski@comcast.net 

  
Maintenance Officer 
Col Stan Turner 
t28pilot44@aol.com 

  
Operations Officer 
Col Kevin Domingue 
KevinDomingue6429@gmail.com 

  
PX Officer 
Col Gonzalo Morales 
pxhoustonwing@gmail.com 

  

Safety Officer 
Col Ed Bergman 
bergman55@yahoo.com 

  
Newsletter Editor & PIO Officer 
Col Field Parsons 
Fieldp@me.com 
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Attn: Finance Officer 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hangar B-5, West Houston Airport 

18000 Groschke Road 

Houston, TX 77084 

 

Phone: 281-579-2131 

Email: info@HoustonWing.org 

 

Mission Statement: 

 

The Houston Wing of the Commemorative Air Force 

is an organization that Educates, Inspires, and 

Honors our Veterans through the use of our vintage 

aircraft and our collection of artifacts to tell the story 

of the brave men and women that have served their 

country in times of war. 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commemorative Air Force® (CAF) was 

founded to preserve history by restoring historic 

World War II aircraft back to flying condition and to 

educate new generations of Americans on the value 

of military aviation in assuring our nation’s freedom. 

These airplanes, and the men and women who built, 

flew, and maintained them – changed the world 

forever! We can never let them be forgotten. 

More than just a collection of airworthy warplanes, 

our fleet of more than 165 aircraft, known as the CAF 

Ghost Squadron®, recreate, remind, and reinforce the 

lessons learned from a defining moment in American 

history. 

This history is worth saving… and worth passing on. 
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