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Wing Leader
"Working hard for something
we don't care about is called
stressed; working hard for
something we love is called
passion." --Simon Sinek
Most of us have a passion
for warbirds and the history
they can tell. Preserving
these aircraft and museum
artifacts from WWII is a
large part of the
Commemorative Air Force
mission. The Houston Wing
purchased some land across from our current
hanger earlier this year. Now we need to
raise money to build a hangar. The cost of
building a new hangar including the concrete
pad is around $400,000. We currently have
about $700 in our hangar fund. At this rate
we will be able to afford a hangar in about
500 years. I am asking all wing members to
consider donating some money directly to
the Houston Wing hangar fund before the
end of this year. It is fully tax deductible. We
have a goal of raising $150,000 from our
membership within the next six months. Our
Development Officer and his team are

Slips &
Skids
working on a donation plan to recognize all
of the people and organizations that help us
fund the hangar to preserve and display our
collection. This plan will be rolled out after
the Wings Over Houston Airshow this year.
I would like to thank everyone in advance
for helping out in this important fundraising
endeavor.
Dinner with Patton
The Houston Wing is going to be having a
hanger fundraiser dinner on December 7 this
year. The catered holiday dinner will feature
Denny Hare, a George Patton historian and
re-enactor. Tickets to this fundraiser are
$100 per person for enlisted seating or you
can sit at the officer’s table with the General
for $125.
I would like to thank the ‘Dinner with
Patton’ committee chairman Sam Bulger for
all of his hard work putting this event
together. He has been assisted by Craig
Pridgeon who screened several area caterers
before choosing Mater Chef of Houston.
This promises to be an informative and
exciting event. Tickets are on sale through
the Houston Wing website and the Wing’s
Facebook page.

Airshow Time
For all you Houston airplane worshipers out
there, this is the month we have all been
waiting for. Yes, of course I’m talking about
the premier airshow in the US, Wings Over
Houston. The show will be held at Ellington
Field on October 20 & 21.This year’s show
will have literally tons of active duty military
aircraft along with tons of warbirds long
gone from the nation’s arsenals. The Blue
Angels will be the headliner act and they are
always a crowd pleaser.
Hopefully, most of the Houston Wing
members will be out there volunteering at
Ellington Field helping the Wing’s PX/Dog
tag/L-39 or the Airshow directly. This is a
CAF event and all three Houston area units
share in the proceeds. I have been assured
this year that the weather will be bright and
beautiful with perfect temperatures.
Elections in November
Next month we will be holding elections
after the general meeting for three staff
positions. They are Executive Officer,
Finance Officer and Adjutant. If you are a
member in good standing with the CAF and
the Houston Wing (that means your dues are
paid up), you can vote so be sure to attend
the Wing meeting on November 18.
The Election Committee volunteers are
Frank Vargas and Bob Linguiti. They will be
responsible for conducting the election by
ballot and counting the votes. There is more
information on the open offices later in this
newsletter.

The last page of the newsletter has the
Houston Wing Dues form. Please be sure to
be in good standing for the New Year. -Stan

Eyes On the Horizon!

Oct. 12-14
New Orleans Air Power
Expo

Oct. 19-21
Wings Over Houston
Airshow

Oct. 26-28
Wings Over Dallas Airshow

Nov. 3
Museum Saturday

Nov. 10
Barnstorming with TR in
Conroe

Nov. 17
Museum Saturday

Nov. 18
Wing Meeting/Elections

Operations Update
Houston Wing has continued to
support the rides program both
at West Houston and other
nearby airports. It takes more
than pilots and planes to make
barnstorming happen and we
really appreciate the volunteer support for
“meet and greet” and PX support. Sam
Bulger is helping Robert Plunkett and me
with scheduling pilots to support these
events. Please consider a schedule request
from him the same as one coming from
Robert or myself and respond so that we can
staff these vital activities.
The monsoon season arrived in Houston
during September disrupting rides, airshows,
and formation training. Our intrepid aviators
Chris Walker in the N3N, Dewey Lockwood
in the AT-6, and Dave Guggemos in the T34 did manage to support our fellow CAF
unit’s show in Burnet.

Formula One Silver Race. Last and
definitely least,
your Operations
Officer won no
trophies but got a
hundred times more
You Tube hits by
surviving a midair
collision during a
Jet Class Heat race.
Sometimes just
surviving to fly
another day is an
accomplishment.

Reno Air Race

Our biggest month for airshows is October.
New Orleans 12-14, followed by WOH 1921, followed by Dallas 26-28. There is lots
of work to go around, so be sure and sign up!

The National Championship Air Races were
also held in September and our own Mike
Steiger was the fastest of the fast winning
the First Place Gold Trophy in the Jet Class.
Ryszard Zadow won third place in the

Don’t forget we also need to put in a special
effort to get the aircraft especially clean
before the Wings Over Houston air show.
This is our biggest event of the year and we
need to put our best efforts into preparing for
it.
Thanks again for your support for Wing
Operations in 2018! -Nathan

Executive Officer
At our last Staff meeting I volunteered to
share the cadet coordinator position with Jim
Placette.
As I approach the end of my tenure as
Executive Officer I thought it would be a
good way to continue contributing to our
Wing. I was in my early youth a cadet at a
military academy and in spite of the five and
a half decades since I still remember the
feelings of excitement and anticipation on
learning about my areas of interest and the
related field trips.
In addition, I was a teaching assistant in
college and have always enjoyed that process
of transferring knowledge from mentor to
student. It is a wonderful experience to see
the excitement in young people when they
learn something new and when they discover
new windows into the world around them or
their areas of interest.
A few weeks ago I asked some of our cadets
at the hangar to give me a list of what
interested them and what they wished to
learn. I sat down with them afterwards and
we discussed more in detail the items they
listed. It was a good and productive
exchange and it fueled ideas about training
opportunities and related field trips.
For the cadet program to succeed will
require not only the participation of the
cadets, but the cooperation and input from
other members of our Wing. Those of us
involved in military or civilian aviation
currently or in the past carry with us
knowledge that we probably take for granted

but that would be wonderful to share with
our cadets. One never knows which sparks
can start a fire in young people’s minds.
Jim and I will reach out to you, the members
of our Wing, to discuss your areas of
expertise and discuss how you can contribute
to the cadet program through lectures or
assisting in setting up field trips.
I look forward to working with Jim in
making the cadet program a success. -Frank

Marketing Report
Reporting from newly
opened Klaus Brewery
and the news of the
day is rain. Having
said that today my
thoughts have turned
to pumpkins, its fall after all and it’s now in
the low 90’s. Did you know a New
Hampshire man has grown the largest
pumpkin ever recorded in U.S. history –
weighing in at an astounding 2,528
pounds. That’s a lot of pumpkin pies and
roasted seeds. How many of you roasted
the pumpkin seeds as a kid?
We are coming off a 90+ degree day
barnstorming at Hooks with the B-17. So
much for a cool front anytime soon. This
year the tour planning department has
learned a lot about new cooler designs and
ice retention, gotta keep that Gatorade cold
you know. Speaking of barnstorming we are
in the middle the busy flying season and we
need all hands-on deck. Please contact
Susan for PX help or me if you want to go to
Wings Over Dallas. The last event of the

year for us will be in Conroe with the B-17
November 10th. After that please consider
coming out and helping on our usual
museum days during the month. The PX and
museum staff really needs your help.
The marketing department has been busy
this fall with work on Dinner with Patton,
and by the time you read this, the tickets will
be on sale on our website or Facebook.
Follow those links and it will lead you to the
Promised Land. The Dinner with Patton
committee has done a great job and when
you see Stan/Tammi/Brian/Craig/John C and
Kevin around the hangar, thank them for
their hard work. Next up we’re working on
the annual Hangar Dance and Warbird
Weekend. After that we’ll be starting work
on fundraising for the new hangar. If you
have any ideas of major fund-raising ideas,
please contact me.
Till we all meet again barnstorming, at the
airshows or at the hangar, the journey
continues……-Sam Bulger

Houston Wing Elections
2018
As a reminder, three offices are up for
election this year, we still need nominees.
The offices/officers are listed:
Office

Incumbent Running
?
Executive Frank
NO
Officer
Vargas
Finance
Tammi
YES
Officer
Lockwood

Nominee

Adjutant

Susie
Bredlau,

Craig
Pridgeon

NO

David
Eagan
Steve
Sparks

Denise
Walker
To be eligible to vote, you must be a member
in good standing (National and Wing Dues
paid) for at least thirty days prior to the
election. Auxiliary and Cadet members are
not eligible to vote in elections.
If you would like to nominate someone,
please email Colonel Howard Quoyeser at:
QUOYEHL@yahoo.com
Detailed descriptions of the Officer positions can
be found on the last page of this newsletter

Maintenance
Greetings once again from
maintenance. Work continues
on the C-60 and PT-19
projects. The C-60 is waiting to
be weighed at the current time.
That will be an interesting job.
Weighing a plane that size is no
simple task, but here at Houston Wing
nothing is too difficult. The upper skins have
been removed from the PT-19 center section
and internal repairs and replacement of bad
wood is underway. New skins have been
ordered, and we should see it coming back
together this winter. The wooden formers for
the fuselage fabric are also being worked on.
They all must be fitted and drilled. This is a
time consuming process, but everything
needs to be done right and prepared properly
for fabric installation. The rest of the fleet
just needs cleaning before Wings Over
Houston. That will not be an easy task with
the flight schedule. I need all the help we can
muster on the weekend of 13 and 14 Oct to
try and clean up the planes. The AT-6, BT13 and N3N are all going to the show, and
are the main ones to clean.
And I want to congratulate the Cadets Chris
Dunin, Chris and David Yannessa, and Juan
on doing a great job on the L-39 rear
instrument panel. You guys worked well
together and did a fine job. Also the exterior
paint is being touched up by Mike and Chris
Dunin. It should look much better this year
at Wings Over Houston. After the airshow,
Suzie and I will be replacing the nose
avionics doors and will be making copies

from scratch. If anyone wants to see a sheet
metal master at work, get with Suzie. I am
sure she will be happy to show you and let
you try your hand at some of the work. That
will be a good opportunity for the cadets to
learn some real aviation sheet metal skills.
And for those interested, the next Houston
Wing Hangar Dance will be Sat 23 Feb
2019….. -Jim

Social Media Report
It is my hope that you have been enjoying
the variety of posts being made on
Facebook. We try to incorporate current
events, historic posts, and pictures from our
own wing’s history.
With the airshow approaching, I’d like to
focus a little more on the work that our Wing
does to make the airshow a success. So as
you are working the event this year, take a
moment to turn the camera on your fellow
Wing members and share the photos with
me. You can send them to
briankosior@yahoo.com. Hopefully we can

plaster Facebook and our newsletter with fun
photos of YOU!!
For all of those that enjoy watching the
numbers rise, we currently have 2,861 likes
on Facebook. I can’t wait to see what they
will look like after Wings Over Houston!
You may have already noticed that we have
added an event to our page as well. Ticket
sales for “Dinner with Patton” are officially
on sale through Eventbrite. Check out the
events tab on our Facebook page to get your
tickets NOW. There is limited seating for
this FUNdraising event. -Brian

Museum Moment
Interesting Museum Item of the Month
We are lucky to have an unusual WWII
artifact in our museum which is a tablecloth
carried for two years (Dec 43 – Dec 45)
during WWII by a Red Cross Volunteer,
Virginia “Ginny” Rado, who had servicemen
sign it during Red Cross parties.
This table cloth has 62 signatures on it which
include 9 Aces from WWII. We have been
able to identify 45 of the 62 servicemen who
signed this tablecloth and have a binder in
the museum showing each signature and
information we could find about the people
who signed it.
This article is about one of the Aces who
signed Ginny’s tablecloth on Nov 12, 1944.

Maj. John B England – 17.5 Victories
Caruthersville, MO (1/15/23 - 11/17/54)
362nd Fighter Squadron.
P-51D 44-14789

“U’ve Had It”

The 362nd was assigned to RAF Leiston and
after transitioning to the P-51 Mustang, they
flew their first combat mission on 11
February 1944. John was promoted to 1st
Lt. on 26 October 1943 and by the time he
was promoted to Captain on 28 April 1944
he already had 6.5 aerial credits. After his
first victory on 8 March 1944, he attained the
status of “Ace” in only forty-eight days.
He took command of the 362d Fighter
Squadron on 25 August 1944 and continued
as the squadron commander until 8 April
1945. He was promoted to Major on 4
December 1944 and continued to fly combat
sorties achieving his last aerial victory on 14
January 1945 for a total of 17.5 enemy
aircraft destroyed in flight.
He flew 6 missions in Korea and was killed
in an aircraft accident in France in 1954.

Me 109

Lt. Col. John B. England Victories:
1944- flying a P-51B 362 FS
Mar 8

Me-109 Steinhuder Lake area

Mar 16 Me-110 S of Stuttgart
Oct 6

2 Me-109s, 1 dmgd NW of Berlin

Nov 27 4 FW-190s S of Magdeburg
1945
Jan 14

Me-109 NW of Berlin

Apr 11 0.5 Me-109 NE of Magdeburg

Me 110

Apr 13 FW-190 W of Mannheim
Apr 24 3 Me-110s S of Munich
May 27 Me-109 N of Strasbourg
Aug 18 0.5 Me-109 NE of Paris
(Flying a P-51D)
Sep 13

2.5 Me-109s S of Nordhausen
(Flying a P-51D)

FW-190
Total 17.5/0/1

Staff Directory
Wing Leader
Col Stan Turner
wingleader@houstonwing.org

Museum and Education Officer
Col Sam Hoynes
museum@houstonwing.org

Executive Officer
Col Frank Vargas
exec@houstonwing.org

Marketing Officer
Col Sam Bulger
marketing@houstonwing.org

Adjutant
Col Craig Pridgeon
adjutant@houstonwing.org

Operations Officer
Col Nathan Harnagel
ops@houstonwing.org

Cadet Program Officer
Col Jim Placette
cadets@houstonwing.org

Personnel Officer
Col Tammi Lockwood
membership@houstonwing.org

Development Officer
Col Sam Bulger
development@houstonwing.org

Public Information Officer
Col Brian Kosior
editor@houstonwing.org

Finance Officer
Col Tammi Lockwood
finance@houstonwing.org

PX Officer
Col Susan Vaculik
px@houstonwing.org

Maintenance Officer
Col Jim Placette
maintenance@houstonwing.org

Safety Officer
Col Michael Kannapel
safety@houstonwing.org
Rides Coordinator
Col Robert Plunket
rides@houstonwing.org

*Unit Handbook Description of Officer
Roles

Executive Officer
The Executive Officer is the Assistant to the
Unit Leader and will act in his/her place
during their absence. This officer should
have similar qualities to the leader:
• background in military or business
management • ability for good public
appearance • adept at public speaking • a
positive demeanor • preferably have a
background in aviation
Specific duties include:
• current knowledge of CAF rules and
regulations • meeting facilities • Unit socials
• other duties as may be assigned by the Unit
Leader
This officer may be appointed on an annual
basis by the Unit Leader and serves as a
voting member of the Unit Staff. However, if
the Unit Leader chooses to appoint the
Executive Officer, the Unit Leader sacrifices
his regular voting privilege and can vote
only in the case of a tie. If the Executive
Officer is duly elected, the Unit Leader
retains his/her usual voting privileges.

Finance Officer
The Finance Officer shall have charge of all
Unit funds collected, keep accurate records
of such funds, and is responsible for Unit
compliance with all CAF regulations,
policies and directives that relate to financial
matters. He/she shall submit to CAF
Headquarters, in a timely manner, all
required reports. This officer insures that all

monies and property donated shall become
the property of the Commemorative Air
Force, Inc., and used in accordance with
CAF policies. A CAF Unit may be
disbanded for failure to provide accurate and
timely financial reports to Headquarters.
Specific duties include coordination of
membership files with collection of dues,
and payment of approved Unit debts. He/she
shall determine voting eligibility of members
prior to Unit elections. He/she oversees
finances of all Unit projects, submits Unit
records for audit on an annual basis, and
communicates with CAF Headquarters
through the Secretary/Treasurer. Their
signature plus one more authorized Unit staff
officer’s will appear on all Unit checks. See
the Unit Finance Guide for detailed
information. Also see Paragraph F of this
Section, Unit Financial Policy.

Adjutant Officer
The Adjutant Officer shall record and
maintain the permanent minutes of all Unit
Staff meetings. They shall maintain suitable
correspondence files concerning the business
and activities of the Unit and assure that all
required Unit reports are submitted to CAF
Headquarters in a timely fashion. Further,
they shall assist the Unit in the timely
preparation and dissemination of such
correspondence of a general nature. In
coordination with the Finance Officer, he/she
shall maintain the Unit personnel records.
He/She shall advise the Headquarters’
Membership Department of any changes of
the Unit membership, and on a semi-annual
(January and July) basis provide a roster of
Unit members for verification and updating.

2019 HOUSTON WING DUES - $ 50.00
You must be a current CAF regular, life, or Honorary member to be eligible for Houston Wing membership.
Tax deductible contributions will be accepted by the Houston Wing for any specified Commemorative Air Force
aircraft or project. If you wish to make a contribution along with your Wing dues, please specify the aircraft and/or
project along with the amounts(s) and include in your check total.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!
2019 Houston Wing Dues
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to:
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to the AT-6
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to the BT-13
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to the N3N
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to the PT-19
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to the C-60
Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution to the L-17
Please make your check payable to the
HOUSTON WING - CAF
and mail with this form to:

Amount:
Amount:
Amount:
Amount:
Amount:
Amount:
Amount:
Amount:
TOTAL:

$50.00

COL. TAMMI LOCKWOOD
26707 Hillside Drive
Spring, TX 77386

Name:

Nickname:
First

MI

Last

RENEWING MEMBERS - Please fill in any information which has changed in the past year
NEW MEMBERS - Please fill in all applicable information

Phone numbers
(include area code):

Address:
Home:
Office:
City

State

ZIP

Email Address:

Fax:

Spouse :

Cell:

CAF Col. Number :
WHS Staff
Office Interest:

CAF Life Number :

Birthday (mm/dd/yy):
Past Unit Staff
Office:

Note : Phone Numbers and Email Addresses will be published in the Directory. If you do not want a phone number or
email address published, do not provide it!

CAF Aircraft Sponsored:
WWII Aircraft Owned:
Other Aircraft Owned:
Squadrons, Wings and
Detachments:
Interests:

