
From the Cockpit: 

 We’ve made it to November and the airshow sea-
son has drawn to a close, though we do have the oppor-
tunity to fly a couple more flyovers in December (See 
John #2’s update for more details).  Even though the fly-
ing is winding down, we still have a lot of things going 
on around the hangar.   

 Wings Over Houston, our biggest event of the year is now in 
the books and by ALL accounts, it was a huge success.  The show was 
fantastic, the crowds large and merchandise sales very successful.  We 
should know within a couple months what the Wing disbursement will 
be.  At the regular Wing meeting on November 20,  Tammi will share 
just how well our PX team did.  I know I am excited to hear those re-
sults and hope you are also. 

 We will have our election at the November 20th wing meeting.  
If you can’t attend, please advise Steve Sehnert, ssehnert@yahoo.com, 
that you would like to have an absentee ballot.  We have excellent 
lineup of volunteers stepping up for the open positions:  Executive Of-
ficer: Frank Vargas, Finance Officer: Tammi Lockwood, and Adjutant 
Officer: Craig Pridgeon.  Please plan to attend the meeting or send in 
your ballot and show your support for our candidates. 

 You will probably notice in the update from Tammi concerning 
renewal of your 2017 dues.  We can take payment at the Wing 
meetings or you can mail in your payment.  If possible, we would pre-
fer to have a check for dues as opposed to taking them via credit card, 
though a credit card will still be accepted.  By using a check, it saves 
the Wing from having to pay the credit card fees and we get the full 
amount of your dues money to be used to operate the Wing.   

 Our annual Awards Banquet is already the planning stages and 
we will have more details very soon.  Mark your calendar as we want 
all Wing members to be able to attend.  It will take place January 21, 
2017 and will be held at the Westin Memorial City (same location as 
the past two years).   
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 I’ll wrap this up with a quick review of our barnstorming with Gulf Coast Wing on Saturday, 
November 11.  We were able to fly all 4 trainers over to participate with Texas Raiders.  The crowd 
was steady all day long and I believe we sold 9 Historic Flight Experiences, plus one gift certificate, 
with our PX busy all day.  So it was a very successful day financially, but more than that, I think it 
was extremely successful for our team of volunteers.  It was very encouraging seeing our team of long 
time volunteers working with new members to promote the success of our wing.  I want to thank each 
and everyone that came out to volunteer for our final barnstorming event of 2016.   

 Arne Aamodt, Jim Placette, Tom Anderson and I all made the trip to Dallas to show the Hou-
ston Wing airplanes at the first annual Wings over Dallas airshow.  This will be HQ’s annual event.  
From what we could tell from our static display spots, it was a huge success.  They had planned on 
having 9,000 people attend over the three day event.  Saturday alone had 9,000 paid guests, with the 
last count I heard for the entire three day weekend was approximately 20,000 people. That is a fantas-
tic turnout for the first event to be held at the new CAF HQ.  The format was a bit different that what 
you have seen at Wings over Houston.  This event was about telling a story about a particular soldier, 
event, or piece of equipment and then showing the crowd that actual story. So there was a lot more 
story telling with a bit less flying.  

 It is a unique format for the Texas market and appeared to me that the crowd really enjoyed 
the show. I hope we can attend next year with our fleet possibly flying in the show and selling rides & 
PX.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hope to see you all on Sunday the 20th at 2:00pm.  John C. 



 

 So it’s been a busy 

month since the last update! 

 Where to start… I’ll re-

cap this past month's adven-

tures; Wings Over Houston air-

show was the big one obviously. All four train-

ers made it over (and back!) to participate in 

the big show. Many thanks to all the hard 

working volunteers who made this show hap-

pen! The following weekend of Oct 29-30 we 

sent the AT-6 and BT-13 to Dallas to partici-

pate in the first CAF headquarters Wings Over 

Dallas airshow. John C has more details on this 

show on the front page. 

 Next up was a flyover on Nov 4 for a 

Salute to Veterans event at the Omni Hotel on I

-10. Pilots for this one were Nathan (T-6), 

Mike (T-6), Dave (T-34) and Greg (Navion). 

After this flyover, the Ace didn't even get a 

chance to cool down as Ryszard Zadow flew it 

to New Orleans to take part in the Air Power 

History Tour put on by the CAF B-29/B-24 

Squadron. This was followed by 2 flyovers on 

Veterans Day, Nov 11. The morning flyover 

was covered by the usual suspects; Dave, Greg, 

Ole and Mark Johnson (Yak 52), while the 

evening one was flown by John C, Nathan and 

me.  

 Then, our last barnstorm day of the sea-

son was this past Saturday 12th at Hooks 

alongside Texas Raiders. The weather was per-

fect as we took all 4 trainers over and were able 

to sell 7 rides plus a good bit of PX. The AT-6 

was the most popular, flying 4 rides, while the 

N3N flew 2 and the PT-19 had one ride.  

Ops Update 

Not too shabby! 

 

Our next two events are flyovers; 

Dec 03, Battleship Texas 

Dec 10, Wreaths Across America 

 

And that's all I have for now, see ya next 

month! 

John B 

 

Texas Raiders & Houston Wing Barnstorming Crew 

   

John B.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 We did it, all aircraft that 
attended Wings Over Houston, 
returned without failing. Sadly, 

the right propeller on the C-60 
refused to function normally, and 

she was grounded again. Work on that problem 

continues, but the brake springs have been re-
placed, and the brakes resealed and bled. The 
AT-6 and BT-13 went up to Dallas the follow-

ing weekend, and aside from some radio issues 
in the BT-13, did very well. The AT-6 took off 
for New Orleans the following weekend as fall 

is full of shows in the south. The single engine 
trainers are all performing as intended. That is 
very good news. The C-60 is progressing and 

should be done hopefully late this year or early 
next. And on to winter maintenance, the BT-13 
is first on the list, and her annual starts on the 

14th and should finish before Thanksgiving. 
She is not a hard annual and has a new engine 
and plenty of work done last winter. This year 

we will likely reseal the main struts and have a 
good look at the right brake again. Other than 
that it should be routine. First of December, 

either the N3N or PT-19 will get her annual. 
That mostly depends on who is flying the most. 
Likely the N3N will go first and PT-19 second 
in December. Neither plane is hard to do and 

should take more than a week or so each.  

 Then in January we have no inspections 
to do. Instead I prepare for the 2017 Hangar 
dance. And that is the next subject. 

  

Maintenance  

 For all you who have joined since the 
2015 Hangar dance, I will run down the partic-

ulars. For the repeat customers, things will not 
change much except for parking.  

 The Dance will be Sat 11 Feb 2017. It 
is not a museum day. I have a great staff that 

helps with set up and tear down, parking and 
food and drink. I cannot do this without them. 
 The dance is a fund raising public 

event for the aircraft. The evening will begin 
at 1700 hours (5pm) and run until 2230 
(10:30pm). Food service begins at 1800 

(6pm), and the band starts at 1830 (6:30pm). I 
am offering a swing dance crash course that 
evening at 1730 (5:30pm), but just for Hou-
ston Wing members , I will offer to teach 

basic swing anytime anyone asks me. I notice 
few pilots ever show up to this event, I wonder 
why that is? Anyhow, to the cadets I am offer-

ing a special price as I do hope some will at-
tend. Here is the shocker…Dinner and dance 
tickets are $35 per person, and that price has 

remained the same since 2013. I am also offer-
ing dance only tickets for $20 but for cadets, I 
shall half that to $10 and toss in some food as 

there is usually too much. It is a time to dress 
up and have fun. My swing dance friends usu-
ally make a strong appearance, and they are 

always happy to dance with anyone. I have 
already purchased tickets number 1 and 2, and 
the rest are ready to sell…… 

 Watch for more information on how 

and where to buy you tickets. 

 .  

Jim 



  

Finance/Membership 

I hope everyone is starting to 
enjoy the cooler weather that 
seems to be heading our way 
thank goodness. 

 

FINANCE UPDATE 

 I would like to take a moment to re-
mind everyone about the Silent Auction that is 
held at the Awards Banquet.  Several months 
ago several ladies volunteered to assist on the 
committee I want to start so we can get some 
diversity with the auction going.  I would ap-
preciate those ladies  (Mrs. Bush, Mrs. Welsh, 
Mrs. Nygren), and any others to please spend a 
few minutes with me after the general meeting 
to discuss our action plan.  Please plan to at-
tend the 2017 Awards Banquet so we can break 
our record year last year. 

 This is no news to anyone that we had a 
record attendance at Wings Over Houston.  But 
if you want to know the numbers for the Hou-
ston Wing you will need to attend Sunday’s 
meeting. 

 MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

 As of this month, we are holding are 
own in retention which is great.  We have add-
ed a few people and have a few changes to the 
Roster.  I will get one more revision of this you 
out to everyone, most likely Thanksgiving 
weekend.  If you have not received it by the 5th 
of December please contact me and I will send 
to you individually. 

 It is renewal time for dues and as our 
Wing Leader stated a few months ago, the 
Staff has finally had no choice but to increase 
dues to $50 per year to help offset the signifi-
cant increases in insurances that the Wing is 
having to pay to HQ.  I have spoken with vari-
ous members and no one can remember the last 
time the Wing raised the dues so thank you for 
your understanding and support.   

 There should be a membership form 
attached to the e-mail with the newsletter so 
please print the form, bring it with your check 
(please note 2017 in the memo section) to the 
meeting and I will be there for you to give 
them to.  I would kindly ask you, if you can to 
paper clip or staple the two together if you 
can.  

 

 I would like to take a moment to say a 
HUGE THANK YOU from the Staff to eve-
ryone that has volunteered throughout the 
year.  The Houston Wing would not be the 
same without all of the volunteers that show 
up to the events.  Every minute volunteered to 
the Wing is GREATLY APPRECIATED.   

LET’S START NOW THINKING ABOUT 
2017. 

Tammi 

 

Sunday,  November 20th @  

the Wing Meeting 

Is also  

 

 

 

 

 

 

to 

 

 

 



  Many thanks to the Houston wing for allowing me to fly “Ace” our AT-6 Texan to the 
World War II Museums Expo at New Orleans Lakefront Airport Nov 4th-6th. Though technically a B-
29/B-24 Squadron event Houston Wing wasn’t scheduled to participate but with the help of our great 
squadron leadership we offered to remain static display for the weekend and a parking spot was coor-
dinated.  

 I arrived mid-afternoon Friday the 4th and was greeted by the Kathleen’s familiar face as she 
marshalled me right up the gate, then they towed to stage center surrounded by all the fighters! Later 
that afternoon Erin Seidemann joined me and the rest of the weekend Houston Wing was represented 
by two Houston Wing Pilots. None of the other aircraft around seemed to have anyone there to inter-
act with the public so Erin and I were pretty busy answering questions about the AT-6 and the other 
airplanes as well. Saturday evening, when the show ended I took the Ace across Lake Ponchatrain to 
St. Tammany Parish airport and spent the night visiting my sister and her family, a real bonus prize to 
New Orleans trip.  

 Next morning a crowd gathered to enjoy Ace’s departure. I took the opportunity to 
“barnstorm” Mandeville on the way out and flew along the causeway bridge hoping some of the Sun-
day morning traffic would follow the “warbird “to Lakefront for the show. Erin and I spent Sunday 
helping parents place their kids in Ace’s cockpit for pictures and it was a hit, the line was often 50 
people long. There were plenty of Vet’s to meet too and we had some great experiences listening to 
their stories.  

 That evening I departed back to KIWS despite concerns for the weather back in Houston, but I 
was blessed with an almost straight shot. A little more help from Houston Approach Control allowed 
Ace and I to make a direct course to IWS without deviating around all the Class B airspace.  

Thanks again Houston wing! Ryszard Zadow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 George is a fairly new cadet but has 
proven to be quite helpful around the hangar in 
the short time we have known him.  He has vol-
unteered to help Craig with the R-985 restora-
tion and was at Wings over Houston both days 
all day.   
 "My basic information is that I was born 
in April 6, 1999 in Punto Fijo, Venezuela. I'm 
half English and have Venezuelan. I attend 
Mayde Creek High School as a 12th grader. I 
want to get my major in college for computer 
science and hopefully join the United States Air 
Force once I graduate from college and work as 
an ALO. My favorite subject in school is history 
therefore I enjoy helping in the CAF, specially 
because I can get hands on things instead of just 
standing  back and watching, that is the main 
reasons why I decided to join the Houston Wing. 
  
 Some of my hobbies include listening to 
rock, playing the drums and going out for long 
bike rides."  
 

 

 

 

See you around the wing, 
 
                            George Chapman 

Today’s Cadets 
                                      Tomorrow's Leaders  



Around the Hangar 
 Greetings and Happy Turkey month Houston Wingsters from the marketing/tour planning/
graphic arts and truck driving tent pitching department.  Welcome to the show and here we go. 
  
 2016, where has it gone?  The Houston Wing has grown steadily and has streamlined 
our tour planning activities.  Our traveling events this year have gone pretty smoothly and look for 
continued improvements next year.  Thank you to all that have participated and I hope you had fun. 
  
 If you have not seen yet, the Houston Wing has developed at snazzy tri-fold brochure to 
inform people who we are and what we do.  After Wings Over Houston concludes I would like to 
ask each of you that are interested please take 5 of them to keep in your car and hand out when 
people ask about the fine Houston Wing shirt that you are wearing and you can leave them with 
information about us.  Matter of fact, if you act by midnight tonight we’ll throw in a few limited 
edition  
Houston Wing poker chips.  Please, let’s hand all this stuff out and make some new friends. 
  
Till we talk next time, have fun 

Sam B. 

 

 



Around the Hangar 



Around the Hangar 
 



These awards are given out every year at our banquet. If you would like to nominate for one of 

these awards email your nomination to John Cotter @ wingleader@houstonwing.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colonel of the Year:  

To the Wing Colonel who has consistently performed work to help the Wing meet its commitments to 
the CAF goals and objectives. It usually means that the individual has provided support to a broad 
spectrum of multiple events throughout the Wing and/or CAF and has given consistently  
and freely of his/her time and talents towards achieving and sustaining the goals and objectives of the 
CAF.  

Airman of the Year:  

To the Wing Colonel who most exemplifies the qualities desired and required of CAF pilots or Mainte-
nance /Restoration personnel. CAF pilots will have given freely of their time in flying one or more CAF 
aircraft at Wing and/or CAF events in accomplishing the CAF objective of displaying our aircraft to the 
nation. All flight must have been accomplished in a safe and accident free manner. Maintenance/
Restoration personnel will have given freely of their time and talents in maintaining and restoring CAF 
aircraft in a manner that brings credit upon the CAF by all that view their work  

Jim Levine Esprit de Corps Award:  

Esprit de Corps is defined as a common spirit of enthusiasm, commitment and devotion to a cause 
among a group.  In other words feeling that you are a part of the team.  The Jim Levine Esprit de 
Corps Award recognizes the Wing Colonel whose actions and contributions best foster this spirit  
within the Wing.   

Special Recognition Awards:  

The Wing Colonel  that has performed one or more acts of notice which have been beneficial to the 
Wing and the CAF. Supporters of the Wing who are not members of the Wing are also eligible for  
Special Recognition awards.  

Gag Awards:  

Presented to individuals whose accomplishments are of a more dubious nature. That little faux pass 
that your buddy thinks no one saw and even if they did, they've probably forgotten about? This is the 
time to let him or her know that you remember. Besides, they probably remember the goof you made 
and are submitting that story about you.  



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Bob Linguiti adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Officer Col Jason Haney cadets@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Assistant Officer  Col Mike Dunin  cadets@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The Menu this month  

Is to ring in the Holiday Season with 

"HOLIDAY FOODS''  

Please get out one of your  

special recipes  

and  

treat us all to a great feast  

at our November meeting.  

 

See you there! 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

Carol Lee    11/1 

Schon Cormack   11/11 

Robert Pridgeon   11/12 

Gregory Young   11/13 

Neil Chaffee   11/21 

Todd Quesnel   11/24 

 

 


