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Wing Leader
"Life’s most persistent and
urgent question is, What are
you doing for others?” —
Martin Luther King, Jr.
It’s already November and
the airshow season has
finally wound down. The
CAF has been very busy this
year at the various flying
events around the country.
The 2018 Wings Over
Houston Airshow is also
behind us now. I would like to thank all of
the volunteers who helped with the Houston
Wing PX, Dog tag trailer, and L-39 cockpit
section. Shout Outs to Dewey Lockwood,
Denise Walker, and Greg Young for towing
our various trailer to/from Ellington Field.
Your efforts will help add funds directly to
the Wing operating accounts.
I would also like to thank all the members
who helped directly with the Airshow
operations including:
Frank Vargas: Ramp Layout. Frank spent
almost two weeks marking the ramp for

Slips &
Skids
aircraft parking. The rains would wash away
his chalk lines so every day he had to redo
much of his earlier work.
Sam Hoynes: The Sign Guy. Sam and his
team put out the parking and other signage
the week before the show and then return to
take them all down and put the away in the
warehouse after Sunday’s closing
Susie Bredlou: Prime View Director. Susie
and her group set up the Prime View area the
week before the show and take it all down on
Sunday evening. She is there all day
Saturday and Sunday ensuring the guests and
her staff are taken care of.
Sam Bulger: Photo Pit Sam has taken lead to
set up a revenue generating niche at the
airshow where avid photographers can buy
front row seating to take professional quality
pictures of the airplanes and performers.
Jeremy Wright: Jeremy has supported the
warehouse operations for several years now.
He will be taking on more responsibility in
the near future.
The weekend before the show, Ulf
Brunjestad and I led a team of volunteers
along with members John Rudd and Ben

Anderson in some pre-show preparations.
Our task was to install on the ground a one
mile long plastic reference line for the Blue
Angels team. This show line was located
east of Runway 17/35 out in the marshy
grass of Ellington Field. Volunteers from
the Sea Cadets and Flight Aware worked
most of the day through humid windy
conditions to help ensure the Navy jets
would know where to perform their
precision routines.
While Saturday’s low ceilings slowed the
crowds and flying activities, Sunday’s
weather was spot on for an airshow. We
should know sometime around midDecember if there will be a cash
disbursement to the local CAF wings
including the Houston Wing.

Ulf Brunjestad, John Rudd, Lauren and Kim
Hickok, and members of Flight Aware pose
for a picture after setting up the show line for
Shawn Tucker.
Help Wanted
The Houston Wing is looking for some
volunteers to greet new and prospective
members and show them around the hangar.
We are having some difficulty retaining new
members as they feel that when they show
up on the weekend to help, there is ‘nothing
to do’ or no one who they can go to for an
assignment. If you are interested and have
been a wing member for at least six months,
come see me at the hangar on Saturdays or at
the meeting and we can talk about it. You
can also contact me via e-mail:
T28pilot44@aol.com
Be kind to one another and I’ll see you
around the
hangar,
Stan-

Members of the Sea Cadets roll out and
stake down the 1-mile Blue Angel line

Eyes On the Horizon!

Nov. 17
Museum Saturday

Nov. 18
Wing Meeting/Elections

Dec. 1
Museum Saturday

Dec. 15
Wreaths Across America

Operations Update
The biggest month of air shows
for the year was October.
Houston Wing supported New
Orleans 12-14, followed by
Wings Over Houston 19-21, and
finally Wings Over Dallas 2628. The weather at New Orleans was perfect
and the airshow was well attended. We had
the BT-13 with Chris Dowell, AT-6 with
Arne Aamodt, and Chris Walker got the
N3N invited as well. HW received fees, but
was not on the schedule for giving rides. We
will revisit this next year and hopefully get
to fly rides as well. WOH had dreadful
weather on Saturday and excellent weather

on Sunday. We shall see what effect that
will have on our budget for next year. Based
on our lessons learned from last year, we had
help booking the rides for WOD and good
weather both days. Ryszard Zadow flew the
AT-6, Chris Dowell the BT-13, and Chris
Walker in the N3N. Denise Walker and the
rest of the Walker clan traveled and
supported all three events.
Thanks to all the pilots and other volunteers
who supported these events with all their
travel and long days. There was a lot of work
and I think some fun was had as well.
Looking ahead, we have Conroe Rides Day
on 10 Nov and the Wreaths Across America
fly over on 15 Dec. The rides program is
still proving popular and appreciate the
support of pilots and other volunteers to get
these valuable fund-raising outreach flights
completed.
Thanks also for help in keeping the aircraft
clean and getting them out and safely put
away at the end of the day.
Thanks again for your support for Wing
Operations in 2018! –Nathan

Cadet Classroom
On Saturday November 3rd Jim Plachete and
I (Frank Vargas) gave a group of our cadets
a one and a half hour class on introduction to
US Airspace.
Eight of our cadets attended as well as a
guest young lady Air Force ROTC friend of
one of our cadets; three parents attended the
class as well. After a short introduction
making them aware of all the possible
carriers available to them in aviation (from
pilot, mechanic and other operational
specialties to aerospace medicine and
aviation law) we discussed the different
classes of airspace and how to read them on
sectional charts. We showed how we
navigated with a plotter and E6B computer
and how we did it with ForeFlight.

TAC. We requested that they read them and
become familiar with them. We will review
them again next class meeting (in January)
and we will continue further on reading
charts and navigation.

Marketing Report
Reporting from newly
opened Klaus
Brewery and the news
of the day is rain.
Last month we talked
about the world’s largest pumpkin and I bet
y’all are ready to gobble up some more
useless information. The heaviest turkey
ever raised weighed is 86 pounds. Good
thing Les Nessman didn’t drop that out of
the biplane.

We explained that what we discussed was a
very brief introduction since each of the
matters we covered would require an entire
course by themselves.
We distributed copies of the Houston and
San Antonio sectionals and the Houston

The Dinner with Patton fundraising dinner is
progressing well. The ticket sales have
started, albeit slower than hoped for. Please
spread the word to all of your coworkers,
friends and family as the better the event
performs the more we make for our new

hangar. Stan Turner has tickets for sale
directly if you don’t wish to purchase online.

and we look forward to every increased
success next year.

Speaking of hangars, we’re beginning
fundraising for the new museum/hangar to
be. Please consider a tax-deductible
charitable donation to the new museum
hangar. We need to raise $400,000 to build
the new museum hangar. $50,000 and we’ll
name the hangar after you, $25,000 and
we’ll name the museum in your honor and
$10,000 and we’ll name the meeting room in
your honor. For all donations beyond that
we’ll have plaques with your name or
company on it. Companies are more than
welcome to contribute to the new museum
project. Corporate sponsorships are critical
to the success of our new museum. Is the
company you work for philanthropic?
Unbeknownst to their employees many
employers have giving programs to nonprofit
museums like ours. Let me know if we can
and we’ll get them involved.

I also want to thank Dave Guggemos for the
formation training program our nonformation pilots to be formation pilots. His
administration of this very important activity
leads to more flyovers for the wing.

Speaking of hangars once again, the 2019
Houston Wing Hangar Dance is going to be
February 23rd, 2019. Honestly this is my
favorite event of the year. We’ll be featuring
3rd Coast Swing and the traditional lasagna
dinner. Come out and enjoy the sounds and
sights of our annual hangar dance. It’s byob
and I know more than a few of us have had
memorable times at this event………..some
we even can’t remember.
It appears that our rides program is steadily
increasing. Credit to this goes to our
Facebook team of Brian Kosior and Kevin
McNulty. 98% of our ride passengers say
their saw it on Facebook. Great job guys

Till we all meet again barnstorming, at the
airshows or at the hangar, the journey
continues………………..Sam Bulger

Houston Wing Elections
2018
As a reminder, three offices are up for
election this year, we still need nominees.
The offices/officers are listed:
Office

Incumbent Running
?
Executive Frank
NO
Officer
Vargas
Finance
Tammi
YES
Officer
Lockwood

Nominee

Adjutant

Denise
Walker

Craig
Pridgeon

NO

David
Eagan
Steve
Sparks

To be eligible to vote, you must be a member
in good standing (National and Wing Dues
paid) for at least thirty days prior to the
election. Auxiliary and Cadet members are
not eligible to vote in elections.
If you would like to nominate someone,
please email Colonel Howard Quoyeser at:
QUOYEHL@yahoo.com
Detailed descriptions of the Officer positions can
be found on the last page of this newsletter

Maintenance
Starting this month is the
annual beginning of Winter
Maintenance. The first plane to
be inspected is the BT-13. This
year I expect no surprises from
the plane, and things should go
smoothly. That inspection starts
on 12 Nov. Following the BT-13 is the N3N,
and that inspection is scheduled to start on
10 Dec. There will be a break in Jan to cover
the PT-19 fuselage. Then we prepare for the
hangar dance in Feb. On 25 Feb, the AT-6
goes down for inspection, and that one will
be a bigger job, as several things need to be
looked at on that plane. The simple trainers
were designed to be easy to inspect. This
makes the job much easier. The advanced
trainer is a more complex plane and requires
more effort. If you would like to come out
and help, with my new job in Sugar Land, it
takes me until 6pm to get to the hangar. I
plan to be at the hangar Monday night
through Thursday night during the
inspections and likely weekends also. All the
planes need a very good cleaning as filth
covers flaws, and makes it much harder to
inspect the plane. And they should be kept
clean anyway.
As part of the inspections this year, the plan
is to modify the BT-13 radio installation and
reseal the engine on the AT-6. Other than
those little jobs, nothing major is planned,
but we need to get moving on ADS-B
compliance on the planes. That comes due at
the end of 2019, and only one of our planes
is currently in compliance. Work continues

on getting the C-60 back in the sky and
returning the PT-19 to the sky. The L-17 is
also coming along and should be flyable in
2019. With luck and hard work, the entire
fleet could be flying in 2019. That would be
a great sight to see them all airborne. I am
looking forward to that day. -Jim

PX Report
Hello, I hope all is well. The weather has
cooled down and there are not that many
pecans left on my tree. The squirrels and
birds love to eat them and/or make them fall
prematurely. We had a good year at Wings
Over Houston this year. Saturday had an
over cast but Sunday was beautiful and there
were many spectators.
I want to thank all the Volunteers for PX, L39 & Dog Tag. Also, to the ones who towed
the trailers. “Thank you! We could not have
done it without you!” Forgive me if I miss
any names but I want to personally thank our
volunteers: Sam Hoynes, Bob Linguiti,
Connie Stone, Aaron Jacobson, Mike Dunin,
Chris Dunin (cadet), Van Lee, Nancy
Schulz, John Rudd, Jim Buggelli, Sandy
Lee, Tom Calpozos, Mike White, Jim
Placette, Kristy Maslanka, Keith Newman,
Chris and Denise Walker, Conor Walker,
Kelly Walker, Roland Grenzebach, Ryan
Aamodt (cadet), Chris Yannessa (cadet),
David Yannessa (cadet), their dad Mr.
Yannessa, Don Singletary, Tammi and
Dewey Lockwood, and Greg Young. I want

to give a special thanks to Carol Lee for the
many hours she had spent helping us. Thank
you!
We still have W.O.H. tee-shirts and caps
available to buy. In case you missed buying
them, I will have a table setup on Election
Day. I will be selling them at a discount.
Year-end inventory is coming up. Once I
pick a date I will send out an E-Blast for
volunteers. Please come out and help.
Your support is a big help in the success of
the Wing. The W.O.H. PX, L-39 & Dog Tag
results will be shared at the wing meeting.
Thank you all very much for your hard work,
support, dedication, advice and signing up.
As a team we made it successful.
-Susan Vaculik

Museum Moment
Museum
Blue Star Flag (Banner)
The Service flag or Service banner, also
called the Blue Star Service Flag, was
designed and patented by WWI Army
Captain Robert L. Queisser of the 5th Ohio
Infantry who had two sons serving on the
front line.
The flag quickly became the unofficial
symbol of a child in service. President
Wilson became part of this history when in
1918 he approved a suggestion made by the
Women's Committee of the Council of
National Defenses that mothers who had lost
a child serving in the war wear a gold gilt
star on the traditional black mourning arm
band. This led to the tradition of covering the
blue star with a gold star on the Service flag
to indicate that the service member has died.
A service flag approved by the Secretary of
Defense may be displayed in a window of
the place of residence of individuals who are
members of the immediate family of an
individual serving in the Armed Forces of
the United States during any period of war or
hostilities in which the Armed Forces of the
United States are engaged.
During WWII the practice of displaying the
Service flag became much more widespread.
Most WWII flags were hand made by
mothers across the nation. One of the most
famous flags was that of the five Sullivan
brothers who all perished on the U.S.S.
Juneau.

The Blue Star Service Banner we have on
display in the “Homefront” display case was
a homemade flag that was displayed in a
window during WWII. –Sam Hoynes

From the Editor
-Thank you to Susan Vaculik and Sam
Bulger for the airshow photos of planes and
crew.
-Please make every effort to attend this
month’s meeting, as it will also include our
yearly elections.
-We have a lot to be thankful for, so let’s all
bring our favorite Thanksgiving dish to share
for this month’s meal.

Staff Directory
Wing Leader
Col Stan Turner
wingleader@houstonwing.org

Museum and Education Officer
Col Sam Hoynes
museum@houstonwing.org

Executive Officer
Col Frank Vargas
exec@houstonwing.org

Marketing Officer
Col Sam Bulger
marketing@houstonwing.org

Adjutant
Col Craig Pridgeon
adjutant@houstonwing.org

Operations Officer
Col Nathan Harnagel
ops@houstonwing.org

Cadet Program Officer
Col Jim Placette
cadets@houstonwing.org

Personnel Officer
Col Tammi Lockwood
membership@houstonwing.org

Development Officer
Col Sam Bulger
development@houstonwing.org

Public Information Officer
Col Brian Kosior
editor@houstonwing.org

Finance Officer
Col Tammi Lockwood
finance@houstonwing.org

PX Officer
Col Susan Vaculik
px@houstonwing.org

Maintenance Officer
Col Jim Placette
maintenance@houstonwing.org

Safety Officer
Col Michael Kannapel
safety@houstonwing.org
Rides Coordinator
Col Robert Plunket
rides@houstonwing.org

*Unit Handbook Description of Officer
Roles

Executive Officer
The Executive Officer is the Assistant to the
Unit Leader and will act in his/her place
during their absence. This officer should
have similar qualities to the leader:
• background in military or business
management • ability for good public
appearance • adept at public speaking • a
positive demeanor • preferably have a
background in aviation
Specific duties include:
• current knowledge of CAF rules and
regulations • meeting facilities • Unit socials
• other duties as may be assigned by the Unit
Leader
This officer may be appointed on an annual
basis by the Unit Leader and serves as a
voting member of the Unit Staff. However, if
the Unit Leader chooses to appoint the
Executive Officer, the Unit Leader sacrifices
his regular voting privilege and can vote
only in the case of a tie. If the Executive
Officer is duly elected, the Unit Leader
retains his/her usual voting privileges.

Finance Officer
The Finance Officer shall have charge of all
Unit funds collected, keep accurate records
of such funds, and is responsible for Unit
compliance with all CAF regulations,
policies and directives that relate to financial
matters. He/she shall submit to CAF
Headquarters, in a timely manner, all
required reports. This officer insures that all

monies and property donated shall become
the property of the Commemorative Air
Force, Inc., and used in accordance with
CAF policies. A CAF Unit may be
disbanded for failure to provide accurate and
timely financial reports to Headquarters.
Specific duties include coordination of
membership files with collection of dues,
and payment of approved Unit debts. He/she
shall determine voting eligibility of members
prior to Unit elections. He/she oversees
finances of all Unit projects, submits Unit
records for audit on an annual basis, and
communicates with CAF Headquarters
through the Secretary/Treasurer. Their
signature plus one more authorized Unit staff
officer’s will appear on all Unit checks. See
the Unit Finance Guide for detailed
information. Also see Paragraph F of this
Section, Unit Financial Policy.

Adjutant Officer
The Adjutant Officer shall record and
maintain the permanent minutes of all Unit
Staff meetings. They shall maintain suitable
correspondence files concerning the business
and activities of the Unit and assure that all
required Unit reports are submitted to CAF
Headquarters in a timely fashion. Further,
they shall assist the Unit in the timely
preparation and dissemination of such
correspondence of a general nature. In
coordination with the Finance Officer, he/she
shall maintain the Unit personnel records.
He/She shall advise the Headquarters’
Membership Department of any changes of
the Unit membership, and on a semi-annual
(January and July) basis provide a roster of
Unit members for verification and updating.

