
From the Cockpit: 

 Hello Houston Wing members. We are already into 
May 2017 and it seems like the year just started. Well our 
April was very busy with barnstorming, pilot training, Mu-
seum visits and of course:  Open House. 

 I just want to give a great big THANK YOU to 
each and everyone of you that helped with our 2017 Open 

House.  We had many unique aircraft on display, new vendors, our friends 
with the ground support vehicles, 1940’s autos, parachute drops, for-
mation flyovers, excellently prepared food, period live music, and of 
course thousands of guests!!!  The weekend was a great success, not only 
for us, but our partners had a successful weekend too.  Tammi will have 
the final numbers at the regular Wing meeting on May 21, 2:00pm.  But it 
sure looks like we are on track for a very near record year.  That success is 
because of our TEAM at the Houston Wing.  I know it was a long and tir-
ing weekend, but I hope everyone had a good time. 

 On Friday before Open House, United Airlines donated our new 
tug.  It is electric powered and will serve us well (see photo later in the 
newsletter).  Thanks so much to United Airlines and especially to the 
Houston Ground Support Equipment division!  They did a wonderful job 
in prepping our new tug.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

           

  

 

John Bixby taking John Watson (from United Airlines) for a flight  

May 13 - JJ Watt 

Charity baseball flyover. 

May 27 - WASP 

Homecoming, 

Sweetwater, TX. BT-13. 

May 29 - Sugarland/

Memorial Oaks 

flyovers. 

June 3-4 - Barnstorm 

with Texas Raiders, 

Victoria, TX. 
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Slips & Skids 

H o u s t o n  W i n g  C A F  

Farewell 

Schon 

You will 

Be greatly 

Missed! 



 The Lockheed C60 is almost ready to take to the skies again.  Jim and his team have re-
searched, built and installed the exact paratroop interior that Lockheed designed in the 1940’s.  We 
have some paperwork to work out with the FAA concerning pilot currency (since we haven’t been 
able to fly in 18 months, we need a waiver to do the maintenance flights), but hopefully John B will 
have that straightened out very soon.  Once she is operating again, we hope to get the C60 out on tour 
and hopefully catch a few airshows later this year (which means we will have more seats going to 
events).   

 After watching everyone come together and produce a fantastic Open House, I couldn’t be 
more proud of our group.  Thank you, each of you for all the hard work, dedication and effort!! 

 

John C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open House 2017 



 

  

Hello again from Flight Ops.  

 So, that was a pretty decent Open House, dont’cha think? I was pretty well 

blown away by the size of the crowd over the weekend; many thanks to each and 

every volunteer that made it all work, and to our marketing/advertising team, great job! Y’all did 

quite a fine job on getting the word out about our event and bringing the public out to see our facility 

and airplanes. 

 The visiting aircraft list was in flux up to just two days prior to Open House; the planned P-

63 Cobra was down for maintenance and the P-51D owner was unable to make it. But lucky for us, 

we were able to get the National US Armed Forces Museum's HH-46 Sea Knight helicopter on just 

two days notice. Wing member Tom Anderson is also a member of their museum; the same day that 

the P-63 and P-51 cancelled, Tom mentioned the HH-46 was up and flying and could be availa-

ble…. sold! They put together a flight and ground crew and made it work. For me personally, I was 

really glad to have them here; it's quite an impressive piece of machinery and seemed to be a big hit 

with the crowd. Also, thanks to the Lone Star Flight Museum for bringing the SBD Dauntless, and 

the West Texas Wing for bringing the SB2C Helldiver. 

 The following weekend, Sat Apr 29, we were planning on sending the PT-19 and T-28 to 

Angleton for their fly-in, but the weather turned murky and windy, so we cancelled on that. For the 

next weekend May 5-6, the weather was perfect, finally! We (Dave and Greg) did a 2-ship flyover 

for the Sam Houston Race Park for their Kentucky Derby day, while Arne and John C took the AT-6 

and T-28 to Abilene to support the CAF Big Country Squadron AirFest. 

Coming up next, 

 

May 13 - JJ Watt Charity baseball flyover. 

May 27 - WASP Homecoming, Sweetwater, TX. BT-13. 

May 29 - Sugarland/Memorial Oaks flyovers. 

June 3-4 - Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, Victoria, TX. 

 

See ya next month… 

 

John B 

Ops Update 



 

Greetings from Hangar B5 once again.  

 As we all know this issue will tell the tales of Open House, and that is to 

be expected. But here at maintenance, we have to back up a few weeks be-

fore…… 

 On 12 April about 1930 hours, yours truly installed the final hardware into the new 

Lockheed bench seats. That ended many long nights and weekends working on the inside 

of the old C-60. I must say it turned out perfect. We have recreated the interior that Lock-

heed installed in the aircraft in 1942 to almost exact details. Many thanks once again to all 

who worked on this project. If you have not seen it in person, I am adding a few pic-

tures….but soon after that, the C-60 went outside for the first time since the hangar dance in 

Feb. John Bixby, Susie and I were the only ones around that night, so John B and I started 

the C-60 with Susie as ground crew. She coughed to life like she always does. After some 

warming up, we took her out for engine tests. The left was a little rough, but cleared up, but 

the good news was the right propeller worked flawlessly. Finally, that problem was solved. 

However the old gal showed some hydraulic system errors and was parked for open house 

as planned 

  

Maintenance 



   

 

Friday before open house, this mechanic helped the pilots finish the T-28A, so it could fly 

for open house.  

 No doubt you have read about all the rides our planes did. That is a credit to the 

shape the planes are in. Thank you to the maintenance staff. Also they looked great, and 

many thanks to all who came out to clean the planes. Sadly, they looked not nearly as 

good afterwards. During open house, I was summoned only once for a hard starting issue 

with the BT-13. I looked at it, and she started and behaved the rest of the weekend.  

 I knew of some issues with the planes going into the event and addressed those is-

sues starting the following Monday night. The gear horn in the AT-6 was replaced and 

made operable again. The lower attachment angles have been inspected. The BT-13 got a 

new battery, the right aileron rod ends worked on, and the intercom and radio systems in-

spected and corrected. I changed the tail wheel tire on the PT-19 before open house as 

planned, and shortened the front seat belts and both shoulder harnesses, and she had no 

problems reported at all. The N3N flew constantly and no problems reported.  

 Also after open house, the C-60 hydraulic system was looked at, and worked on, 

and is ready for more ground testing. Also the cabin intercom system in the C-60 has been 

activated, and I repaired the jump bell. For the next few weeks, the interior wiring will be re-

bundled and retied by Susie, and in June I am planning on resealing the right forward fuel 

tank. The final paperwork to return the C-60 to the sky has been submitted to the FAA. 

Everyone keep an ear open to hear the flight date….. 

Personally at open house, I was very glad not to be working on our planes. I flew the PT-19 

on Saturday as well as the Bulldog twice and went for a ride in the PBJ "Devil Dog" on Sun-

day. That made the hat trick for me, as now I have flown, or flown in, all major types of 

North American Aviation of World War 2. Now for May, if all the planes stay in good shape, 

I get to fly, and that is something I have been waiting to do again since August of last 

year……. 

 

Keep'em Flying….Jim 



 As the current school year comes to a close, we find ourselves preparing to say goodbye to 

one of our awesome cadets.   

 Schon Cormack will be graduating from Foster High School shortly and is headed straight 

for the U.S. Army.  He has been with the Houston Wing for roughly 3 years and has been highly ac-

tive with the cadet program with a heavy emphasis on the museum.  Anyone who has spent time 

with Schon knows how dedicated he has been to the museum and each artifact it contains.  Of course 

he hasn’t limited himself to the museum.  He has never hesitated to help with the R-985, C-60, or fill 

in wherever he’s needed.  His knowledge of history, quick wit, and sense of humor will be truly 

missed.    

 If you should cross Schon’s path at the hangar in the coming weeks leading up to his depar-

ture, please take a moment to say goodbye and wish him well!  

 

 

      Good Luck! 

 

               Schon 

Today’s Cadets 
                                      Tomorrow's Leaders  



PX Update 
 Hello, I hope all is well with everyone and that you have been enjoying this nice weather. 

Thank goodness we had great weather for Open House. 

 Open House was a success this year and the Finance Office, Tammi, will be sharing the num-

bers, including PX, with everyone soon. I want to thank everyone who came out to help and the ca-

dets for pricing the toys prior to the event. Also, thank you Sam Hoynes for all your help.    

 Thank you to the following people who signed up and worked the PX:  Bob Linguiti, Connie 

Stone, Mary Nygren, Ken & Shirley Hyman, Richard & Karen Hamilton and daughters, Ruth Tuck-

er, Tony Bohnert, Betty Welsh and Howard Quoyeser. Forgive me if I have missed anyone. Also, I 

want to thank all who helped setup and take down tents and tables, move boxes and help put every-

thing back in its’ place after the show on Sunday. I know it was not a true show but it felt like it this 

year with the jumpers and all the airplanes flying overhead. I truly enjoyed myself and hope you did 

as well. 

 Besides the jumpers, a couple of things happened at Open House this year that was a little 

different. On Saturday while Karen Hamilton and her daughters were working the PX, a baby bird 

fell from it’s nest and landed on a box I had against the hangar. Then a lady from the Wild Life Cen-

ter happened to be there and took the baby bird back to the center to help him. I found it amazing that 

the box and lady happened to be in the right place at the right time.  

 The other thing that happened is we ordered a new color shirt for the C60 Good Time Gal, 

burgundy. It was a big hit although the green is still the best seller by far. I will not be ordering it in 

grey any more. 

 I  had the new V-neck ladies uniform shirts at Open House and the ladies loved them.  Be 

sure to get yours, ladies. 

 As for other April events for PX:  I was not able to attend the Conroe event on the 8th. I 

know some were disappointed but I can not attend every event. So, if you would like to help me out I 

would greatly appreciate it. I will train you. Please contact me or reply to Sam’s e-mails when he 

sends them out for events and say you want to help with Px, as your first choice of course. Some-

times we have too many people for PX and other times we don’t have enough. 

April 29th, Mike and Mindy Kannapel  loaded up the PX to take to Angleton but the weather did not 

cooperate. Thanks to the both of you. At least you got a trial run. 

 This past Saturday was a Museum Day and the PX brought in a little over $200. I helped 

make the customers experience a pleasant one and helped the wing out as well. I also took time to 

rearrange the trailer. I still need to get the toys back on the peg board so if any cadets want to help 

me that would be great.  

See ya at the hangar! 

Susan 



Marketing/Tour Planning May 2017 
 

Whooooo Boy happy Houston Wingsters.   

 As crawfish season is in full swing we are sitting here writing this at one of our favorite plac-

es almost feeling shellfish for those poor souls that don’t like mudbugs.  Beyond the fact that they are 

tasty, crawfish boils are a fun time when people get together.  Events and food foster community and 

people becoming involved. 

 And now you’re saying to yourself, what a great segue way into discussing membership in-

volvement.  It was with great excitement to meet some of our new members at Open House and eve-

ryone I spoke with is excited about getting involved our activities going forward.  Some want to help 

our maintenance team wrench and restore the planes and some expressed interest in helping the tour-

ing/barnstorming group.  Thank you to Mike, Mandy and Jacob for working the Angleton event, 

what you did is greatly appreciated.  We also have super exciting news about cadet involvement.  

Some of our cadets have expressed an interest in photography.  They are doing a magnificent job and 

we couldn't be more proud or excited.  Look for their images in this and future Slips & Skids, around 

the hangar and on our Facebook page.  Maybe we’ll make a monthly segment in Slips and Skids.  I 

say we call it “Through the eyes of a cadet.” 

 The marketing and graphic arts department is already thinking and beginning to work on 

Open House for next year.  We need to work vigorously on our advertising sales packages. 

If you have any comments or need any information contact me at wohphotopit@gmail.com or 832-

859-1164. 

BELOW (shhh I bet this still probably looks a lot like the OPS report) 

EVENT     AIRCRAFT   STATUS 
 
 
May 26-29 with TR Austin w/TR  AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19  Cancelled 
(PX and ground support) (hotels) 
 
May 29th     C-60, AT-6, BT-13   Tentative 
Flyover-Sugarland/Memorial Oaks 
 
June 3rd/4th with TR Austin w/TR  AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19  Tentative? 
(PX and ground support) (hotels) 
  
July 3rd Conroe w/TR    AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60 Tentative?  
(PX and ground support)  
 
August 19th Hooks w/TR   AT-6, BT-13, P-51, F4U, L-39 Confirmed 
(PX and ground support)  
 
Sept 1st-4th San Antonio w/TR  AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60 Tentative? 
(PX and ground support) (hotels) 
 
October 6th-8th Wings Over Dallas  AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60 Confirmed 
(PX and ground support) (hotel?)  
 
 
November 11th/12th Conroe/Hooks w/TR  AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60, L-39 Confirmed 
(PX and ground support) 
That’s all folks…………………… 

mailto:wohphotopit@gmail.com


   

Through the Eyes of a Cadet 





See you for Open House 2018 



 

  

 Hey, folks I don’t know who of you do or do not use social 

media such as Facebook,  or Twitter but just like our website we 

are working extremely hard to beef up all of our social media and improve our rank-

ings. It requires a lot of effort, my reason for telling you all this is it would be extreme-

ly helpful for everyone to pop on any of our social media sites when ever you can be-

cause it keeps is at the top of the search engines. The easy explanation to this is the 

more our sites are accessed the easier we are to find.  

 So, I would like to ask everyone to help out when ever you can to go to our 

website, Facebook and/or our Twitter account if you would like to post something on 

Facebook or Twitter that would be great, but, just visiting is a huge help.  

 Also, spread the word tell your family and friends about our social media, so 

share our postings with your friends and family so the word gets out there. Best adver-

tising is word-of-mouth and we need your help with that! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

           Houston Wing CAF 

 

                                                                                                                        

             www.houstonwing.org 

 



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Craig Pridgeon adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Officer Col Jason Haney cadets@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

 

This month dinner is "Italian" so let's see 

who can bring their best family favorite dish, 

salad and of course we must have bread to go 

with those yummy dishes!!  

Join us on May 21st for some great food, 

conversation and laughter!  

Look Forward to seeing everyone at the 

meeting and breaking bread with you!  

 

     

See you there! 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

Bruce  Thomas 6/4 

Dewey Lockwood 6/6 

Shirley  Hyman 6/6 

Randall  Richardson 6/11 

Kay  Kennedy 6/12 

Franklin  Godek 6/17 

Paul Bienvenu 6/19 

Charlie  Krueger 6/21 

Edward Vesely 6/29 


