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Slips & Skids
From the Cockpit:
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.”

March 25 Blessing of the Fleet
flyover, Lakewood
Yacht Club
April 7 Barnstorm with Texas
Raiders, Conroe
Airport
April 14-15 Warbird Weekend at
West Houston Airport

Winston
Churchill

Greetings fellow Houston Wing members. It’s already March
and you all know what that means. Yes, it’s time to set your clocks forward one hour and spend a few days torturing your body clock while
you adjust. This is also the month when the flying season starts to ramp
up. Our wing aircraft are coming out of winter maintenance, pilot training has resumed and we start barnstorming again with our friends at the
Gulf Coast Wing.
Our annual Open House/Warbird Weekend is coming up fast.
Here is a reminder to come out the weekend of April 14-15 and volunteer some time to help your wing make this another successful event.
There is a volunteer list posted in the O’Club noting the various positions we need help with. If you can’t sign up then please show up when
you can that weekend in a CAF type shirt (airplane t-shirt is ok) and
ask someone where we need help at that time. We have been advertising this event on Facebook and have been preselling gate tickets this
year. It appears we will have a good turnout pending the weather. As
mentioned before, this is the Houston Wings major fund raising event
of the year. We did not get a disbursement from the Wings Over Houston Airshow last year so the proceeds from the Warbird Weekend will
be used to finance hangar maintenance and operations.

We plan to sell airplane rides, have food to eat, PX items to sell, and some visiting warbirds
for the public as well as ourselves to look at. There are some outside vendors who will be purchasing
some display space from us as well as an antique car club coming on Saturday. There is a lot going on
simultaneously and some of it involves people not familiar with our airport or CAF operations. There
will be families with small children and adults with the common sense of small children present. BE
ALERT We have some displays that are designed for our guests to climb on. The deck gun from the
Battleship Texas is an example. We also have displays that are not for climbing on – i.e. most of the
aircraft.
There will be aircraft with engines running and aircraft under tow near the crowd. When aircraft are under movement be the eyes and ears of the public and help clear the way. We have aircraft
marshallers present to guide pilots and tug drivers but the rest of the time the aircraft are on static display in many cases unattended. We have always encouraged the public to get up close and take pictures of our beautiful planes. We discourage our guests from standing or sitting on the aircraft unless
accompanied by one of our members or aircraft owner.
With that in mind I have a request of our members: Safety of our people and aircraft are the
most important responsibilities we all share. Slow down and keep your eyes open for unsafe conditions. Remember, we represent the CAF and the Houston Wing during the Open House/Warbird
Weekend. Stay professional and be kind to the public and to each other. All in all this is looking like it
will be a good time for the guests as well as our members.
Be safe and have some fun!
Stan-

Maintenance

Ops Update
Maintenance and planning continued in February and
March. Houston Wing Pilots
conducted a four ship formation
flyover for the AJGA Golf Tournament on 19 Feb. Scott Rozzell led in his
Texan with Stu McAffee in his Texan, Greg
Young in his Navion, and Ole Nygren flying
Ace. Sam Bulger planned and coordinated
from the ground using his surprisingly powerful radio.
A good turnout for our Warbird Weekend April 14-15 will be critical to our operations this year. We have already been contacting past participants to bring interesting aircraft
from other CAF units, museums, and member
owned aircraft. Plan on being there, participating, and bringing your friends.
Staff is planning on a lot of flying activities this year and in the near term we have:
March 25 - Blessing of the Fleet flyover,
Lakewood Yacht Club
April 7 Barnstorm with Texas Raiders,
Conroe Airport
April 14-15 - Warbird Weekend at West
Houston Airport
Thanks again for all your support for
the Wing and for me as your Operations
Officer in 2018.

Nathan

Here we are still working
on the planes. So much for winter
maintenance as spring is almost
here. Work continues, but planes
are returning to service. Next out
is the N3N as the fabric repairs
are completed. The AT-6 is going in for annual and will hopefully be done before the end of
March. Right now I see no problem making
that happen.
The BT-13 is flying again and work
continues to get the C-60 back up in the sky
where she belongs. The PT-19 is moving
along well, and the fuselage is already being
worked on. The fabric is here for the recover,
and we can do that as soon as the fuselage is
ready. The engine should be done sometime in
the next month, and the prop is in Florida for
overhaul. Preparing for the engine installation,
and the replacement of the front instrument
panel are next on the list for me. Also we will
be cleaning and repairing all the sheet metal
parts.
With the warmer weather, I expect the
planes to be flying more and of course needing
more attention. Also with spring brings the
green dust of pollen. All the planes will need
cleaning going into Warbird Weekend. That
will start early in April.
This summer the Lockheed goes down
for annual again. I do hope to put some flight
hours on her before then. I also plan to take a
shot at the right front fuel tank and try and
stem the constant fuel leaks. I might work on
the small leaks remaining on the rear tanks
too. We shall see…..
I also want to thank all those who
came out and helped for the dance last month.
You are a great team, and I cannot thank you
enough for your efforts.
Jim

PX Update

Hello, I hope everyone is
doing well. I am so glad that
Daylight Saving Time is here
and Spring is in the air. War Bird Weekend is
next month. I have enough volunteers to help sell
items but I always need help setting up and taking
down, especially the tents, each day. I also need
extra volunteers to give us a break mid-day so we
can go eat lunch. If you can spare a little time to
help we would greatly appreciate it.
The toys have arrived and will need to be
priced. Thanks Sam Hoynes for helping me with
the order and delivering the toys to the hangar.
There are not that many toys to price so it will not
take long. There is a price increase so we will
need to change our prices on some items for
Warbird Weekend.
I will need Volunteers for the upcoming
events:
March 17th - 10am-3pm - Museum Day
April 7th – 10am-3pm – Museum Day
April 7th –

9am-? – Conroe Ride Day

April 21st – 10am-3pm - Museum Day
I can not be at all the events so please help
PX when you can. Thanks for your help and remember it takes volunteers in all areas at the
Houston Wing to keep us flying.
See ya at the hangar!
Susan

Safety Update
With Warbird Weekend around
the corner we need to continue to
focus on ways to optimize safety.
There will be a lot of people on
site over that weekend, so it is important to take
extra measures to keep the aircraft, and the people around them safe. Remember, this is a lot of
people’s first time being up close to antique
aircraft so take the opportunity to teach newcomers about how the Wing takes such great
measures to preserve the history and legacy of
these great Warbirds. Heading into the weekend, it is important to be mindful of the main
risk areas where accidents can be prevented and
the measures we can take to help mitigate such
occurrences:

Ramp safety- We will take measures to ensure proper cordons are in place to limit
where visitors can walk. If you see
someone walking beyond these barriers
without a Wing escort, please stop them
immediately for their safety
Aircraft safety- To keep our warbirds flying, we need to keep unauthorized visitors from climbing on or even touching
these aircraft. Visitors often like to use
the wings for shade and kids (and
adults) like to see if they can spin the
propeller(s). We have had incidences
like this happen in the past.
Hangar safety- Be mindful of hazards that
may cause slips, trips and falls. If there
are any fluid spills, debris or equipment
on the ground, please clean it up immediately. Also, please prevent visitors
from running on the premise as this will
greatly reduce this risk.

Remember, there will also be visiting
aircraft and other vendors on site as well. We
want to continue the success of Warbird Weekend and other events which help bring good
exposure (and donations!) which help us keep
the birds in the air. It is every member’s job to
help promote this, and we do that through a
foundation of a good safety culture.
Zero safety incidents. Zero Exceptions.
Mike

Social Media Update
Greetings fellow Wing Members. My
name is Brian Kosior and I am the Social Media
Director. What this roughly implies is that I am
responsible for the information that goes onto
Facebook to promote our unit. This has been a
new experience for myself, as I am learning the
business side of Facebook. I am working
closely with Sam Bulger, our Marketing Director, and Kevin McNulty from Netweave Online,
to get our message/image out there for the
world to see. Since beginning this adventure in
January, our Facebook page has really began to
grow.
We owe a lot of our growth to Kevin
and his company, Netweave Online. Their
company manages Facebook pages for many
groups, companies, and CAF Units around the
country, including the CAF Headquarters page,
and now ours as well. This makes him a valuable asset since he is already familiar with our
target audience. With Kevin’s help, we have
been able to make a better appearance in Social
media, and have attracted more followers to the
page.
When I began posting on Facebook, I
believe we had around 700 followers. At the
time of composing this report, we are up to
1,353 followers. Not too shabby! We average
around 30 to 50 new followers every week and
they see posts from us five to six times a week.
They can keep up with the things going around
the hangar, museum days, the Hangar Dance,
Warbird Weekend, etc. Now here is where social media really helps us. Those people then
“like,” “share,” or “tag” another person on what
they see and it gets even more people to see our
page. In the last 28 days, we have had 30,000
views including 5,318 from the greater Houston
area. So the proof is in the numbers.

Facebook is getting our name out there. We even have followers from England, France, Germany, Italy, Iraq, Brazil, Mexico, Australia, and Canada. A truly world wide web.
Once a week I speak with Kevin and update him on things around the hangar. He sets up a
lot of the announcements in advance so that he can properly run his business. Kevin has explained
to me that there are all kinds of alga rhythms that Facebook uses to filter what people see. He also
stated that people do not wish to be bombarded with our posts, so we limit it to five or six a week.
For that reason, I would love for you to send your pictures or ideas for Facebook posts through me
so that we do not overlap with Kevin’s scheduled posts. Now that we have been doing this for a
couple of months, we have also discovered that our peak viewing times are around the lunch and
dinner hours. We try to post around those times to get the maximum view from our followers. Otherwise, our post becomes buried in the time line and will most likely not be seen. Again, alga
rhythms!
I wish I could find a way to quit my day job and be out at the hangar every time something
cool is happening so that I can take some pictures, but alas, I need to pay my mortgage. If you are
out and about at the hangar and are able to snap some great pictures with your phone or fancy camera, please send those photos my way. You will find my email and phone number listed below.
When you send in your pictures, please make sure you give me your full name so that we can
properly credit your photo. It’s important to our viewers that the pictures be current events and that
they include people in them, not just planes. Short video clips are also welcome.
I know that this is a lengthy report, and I thank you for taking the time to read it. If you have
any questions for me, please do not hesitate to send me an email. I see many great things on our
horizon, and I can’t wait to experience them with you.
Brian

Bits & Pieces
Did you know that:
Naomi Parker Fraley, the Real-Life Rosie the Riveter, Dies at 96 — Naomi Parker Fraley, the inspiration for the iconic female World War II factory worker Rosie the Riveter,

The Tulsa, Oklahoma, native, who was born on August 26, 1921, died on Saturday in
Longview, Washington, according to the New York Times. The California waitress-turnedfactory worker began her job at the Naval Air Station in Alameda and was among the first women to be assigned to the machine shop after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in late 1941.
Then in 1942, 20-year-old Fraley posed for a photograph wearing her signature red-andwhite-polka-dot bandana and working on a turret lathe, for a photographer touring the Naval Air
Station, where she and younger sister Ada drilled and patched airplane wings as well as operated
rivet machines.
The picture was quickly featured in newspapers and magazines nationwide before it caught
the eye of artist J. Howard Miller, whose 1943 Rosie the Riveter poster bears a striking resemblance
to Fraley’s photo, even down to the exact bandana.
However, Fraley was not identified as the muse for Rosie because another woman, named
Geraldine Hoff Doyle, who worked in a factory in Michigan, was labeled “the real-life Rosie the Riveter” since she believed she saw herself in an uncaptioned reprint of Fraley’s photo in the 1980s.

Fraley was unaware of her identity on the poster for 30 years until she was informed that
her photo had been misidentified. “I couldn’t believe it because it was me in the photo, but there
was somebody else’s name in the caption: Geraldine. I was amazed,” Fraley told PEOPLE in
September 2016. However, it was too late to set the record straight as Hoff Doyle’s identity was
already cemented as Rosie. “I just wanted my own identity. I didn’t want fame or fortune, but I
did want my own identity,” Fraley recalled. That was until 2015, when she met James J. Kimble,
a professor of communications at Seton Hall University in New Jersey whose six years of research led him straight to Fraley’s door. “She had been robbed of her part of history. It’s so hurtful to be misidentified like that,” Kimble told PEOPLE at the time. “It’s like the train has left the
station and you’re standing there and there’s nothing you can do because you’re 95 and no one
listens to your story.” Most poignantly, given the current social climate in Hollywood and many
industries, Fraley’s message about working women still resonates.
“The women of this country these days need some icons. If they think I’m one, I’m happy about
that,” she said

A little news I thought you all might find interesting
Your Editor

More Bits & Pieces
Spitfire Pilot
Mary Ellis was one of a select gang of female pilots who flew during World War II
She celebrated her 100th birthday by flying a plane over West Sussex next to one of the Spitfires she was in more than 70 years before.
Mary Ellis is pictured here during her time as an Air Transport Auxiliary pilot in WW2.
Tearing through the skies above the South Coast, the two Spitfires below evoke powerful memories
of Britain's wartime resilience. In the cockpit of the specially modified lead aircraft Mary Ellis sits in
the rear cockpit, celebrating her 100th birthday by recreating her flights as one of the ‘Ata-girls', the
select gang of female pilots who flew Britain's fighters during the war.
Over her shoulder is one of the actual Spitfires she flew during her 1,000 flights as a First Officer
with the Air Transport Auxiliary. Spitfire MV154 was flown by Mary from Southampton to RAF
Brize Norton on September 15, 1944. It was identified as a plane she flew because at the end of the
flight she scrawled her maiden name, Wilkins and the initials ATA in the cockpit.
Mary was handed the controls of the 275mph twin-seater as it swooped over West Sussex. "Wizard, this is wizard," yelled the delighted centenarian through the mic. After about 15
minutes, she turned for home, and told her co-pilot Matt Jones: ‘Goodwood on the nose, you have
control …’ Then she settled back to enjoy the ride back to base.
Mary Ellis (circled) hoped her wartime scrawl might be spotted by a handsome pilot and lead
to a wartime romance – although the impulsive act, a career one-off, didn't bag her a boyfriend.
Mary, originally from Oxfordshire, had her first flying lesson in 1938, and flew for pleasure until
1941 when she heard a BBC radio appeal for women pilots to join the auxiliary service and to release
male pilots for combat duty.
Speaking at her birthday party Mary said: ‘The war was a challenge and one had to do something
about it. I went on and on until I flew everything. I love the Spitfire – it’s my favourite aircraft, it's
everyone's favourite, it's the symbol of freedom.'
For four years she ferried warplanes from factories to frontline squadrons. The 166 women of the
ATA – about one in eight of the total – have been dubbed ‘The Female Few,’ echoing Winston
Churchill's description of the RAF airmen who fought in the Battle of Britain.
Mrs. Ellis looked back over her left shoulder and glanced at the aircraft she once flew. Mary
was usually found at the joystick of a Spitfire or a Hurricane but flew more than 50 types of aircraft,
logging 1,100 hours of flight, much to the astonishment of some colleagues.
As she sat on the airfield ready to deliver her first Spitfire, the mechanic standing on the wing asked
how many of them she'd flown. When she said it was her first, he was so startled he fell right off. The
largest aircraft she flew solo was the Wellington bomber. After landing at an East Anglian airfield,
Mary was greeted by the ground crew who asked where the pilot was. ‘I'm the pilot,' she said. They
insisted on searching the aircraft before they believed her.
It was dangerous work. Mary was sometimes ordered to move combat-damaged planes that were not
officially fit to fly, but had to be taken for repairs. She crash-landed twice and was shot at once.

Mrs. Ellis toasted a glass of champagne with co-pilot Matt Jones, managing director of Boultbee Flight Academy.
Fourteen of her fellow ATA female flyers lost their lives, including aviation pioneer Amy Johnson. Mary – who to this day needs no spectacles, nor a walking stick – was one of the last six women serving in the ATA when it disbanded after the war. She remained a private pilot and then became managing director of Sandown Airport on the Isle of Wight. She married Don Ellis, a fellow
pilot, in 1961, but was widowed in 2009.
Matt Jones, who flies Spitfires for Goodwood-based Boultbee Flight Academy, reunited Mary
with MV154 after first meeting her in 2015. He conspired with the plane’s current owner, pilot Maxi
Gainza, to bring it to the UK from its base in Bremgarten, Germany.
He said: 'I gave Mary control of our Spitfire. I wasn’t sure where we were but Mary was very
clear. She pointed us towards Thorney Island, up through the Witterings, flew on to Selsey Bill and
then Bognor Regis, never losing a foot of altitude. ‘She showed me precisely how she was able to
deliver all those aircraft with just a map, a compass and a stopwatch. I was utterly humbled by a superior aviator who also happens to be 60 years my senior!'
From Our Own Col Stan Russ

Friendly Reminder — Wing Dues for 2018 —- Attached is a form for your convenience

"O" Club

Birthdays

KITCHEN NEWS
BY: Winona Morton

April
HELLO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

For those that do not
know there is not
a meeting in April
Due to Warbird Weekend

However, please bring

Soren
Edwin
Scott
Charles
Jolene
Robert
Stanley
"Stan"
Aaron
Nathan
Aric

Larson
Bergmann
Rozzell
Szalkowski
Meldrum
Singer

4/6
4/10
4/12
4/14
4/15
4/20

Russ
Jakobsson
Harnagel
Aldrich

4/22
4/24
4/25
4/30

water and baked goods
For Warbird Weekend
See you there!
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