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 Welcome to the June edition of Slips and Skids.  It is hard to believe that we are 
already 6 months into 2016.  Please check out the rest of our edition for past missions 
(in spite of much rain), missions that are upcoming, update on our expanding member-
ship (regular and cadet), an update on the airplane status, photos from our latest events 
and other interesting items, including a fun event for all occurring on July 4th at the 
hangar. But I would like to briefly (hopefully) chat about some of the fund raising 
things that take place around our hangar and why we do them. 

 

 In the past the Wing has hosted our Annual Open House in the spring and is one of three primary 
partners in putting on the Wings over Houston Airshow.  These two events would be the primary source of 
funds to operate the Wing and the airplanes.  It was sufficient to keep the lights on, pay the insurance, keep 
the airplanes flying and put a little in the bank.   But as we all know, Wings over Houston is not a guaran-
teed revenue stream.  It can be disrupted by poor weather or poor government practice (sequestration).  It is 
obvious that the Wing should try to insulate itself from that risk.   

 

 To combat that risk, we started performing more paying flyovers in the Houston area.  We have 
done flyovers for Veteran’s memorials, the Gran Prix of Houston, the Astros, the Sugarland Skeeters and 
the Houston Dynamo just to mention a few. These flyovers are a vital part of keeping the Wing funded.  
Plus, with the exposure we have received with these events, we have become one of the primary go to 
groups for flyovers in the Houston area. 

 

 Over the past couple years, we have been barnstorming with Texas Raiders.  This model of placing 
smaller or more unique airplanes on tour with a big bomber has proven very successful within the CAF (the 
Airpower tour).  These events generate revenue through Historic Flight Experiences, PX and Dog-tag sales.  
They also provide a very positive experience for our Wing members to work together and to also meet oth-
er members from other units.  It also takes the airplanes to the public, helping to tell our story. 

 

 Lastly the events that take place at the hangar all contribute in various ways to keep the Wing fund-
ed allowing us to continue to share the story of WW II.  The Saturday museum days have proven very suc-
cessful in bringing guests to our hangar.  We receive donations from the guests and sell PX and Historic 
Flight Experiences on these days.  One of newest endeavors at the hangar is renting the hangar for events.  
Most recently we rented out the O-club for a birthday party on a Museum day.  

 

 All combined, these various events are vital to keep and fill the Wing coffers.  One small example, 
the latest Birthday party rental will pay the electric bill for the entire month. Even though we are in pretty 
good financial standings, it is always good to be prepared for that rainy day or for opportunities when they 
present themselves.  

 

If you have any questions or thoughts, please don’t hesitate to drop me a note.  

 

John C. 



Memorial Day Flyover 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 



 No more rain please! I think we’ve had enough… the massive amounts of liquid 

sunshine lately affected our May activities quite a bit. On May 5th we (John, John, Dave 

G) were able to attend the Central Texas Airshow in Temple with the AT-6, T-28, and T-

34; for the Fri/Sat shows we had beautiful weather and a big crowd, but on Sunday… yep, 

it rained. The following weekend was the flyover for the JJ Watt Charity baseball game… 

and again, it rained. Mission scrubbed. Two weekends later was the planned barnstorm trip to College Station 

alongside the Gulf Coast Wing and Texas Raiders. How'd that trip work out? Oh yeah, another rainout. 

 

 On a positive note, we were actually able to fly our usual Memorial Day flyover at the Memorial Oaks 

Cemetery. The crew was the usual suspects; Scott in his C-45, Nathan in the Ace, plus Dave and Rob in their 

T-34s. This was followed on Tuesday by Dave and I doing a 2-ship flyover for a Wounded Warrior golf event 

in Atascocita. Many thanks to Sam Bulger for doing the legwork on setting up these events, and to our com-

mand guys on the ground (Howard Quoyeser, Stan Russ, Chuck Waters) for keeping the drivers overhead on 

schedule. 

 

 For “new pilot” news, Nathan Harnagel has been approved as Instructor/Check Pilot in the BT-13, 

which doubles our IP staffing on that ship. We have several pilots awaiting BT checkouts, so this should help 

speed things along. Also, Dewey Lockwood is starting his AT-6 checkout any day now… 

 

Upcoming events in June; 

6/4    Museum Day, rides 

6/11  Barnstorm with Texas Raiders; Beaumont, TX. T-6. 

18-19 Barnstorm with Texas Raiders; Hooks Airport. 

25/26 Barnstorm with Texas Raiders; College Station. T-6,N3N. 

 

And that's all I know for now... 

John B. 



 

 
 Hello folks. I can't believe it's June and I can't believe all the rain we have had. I 
hope everyone survived the floods. We have some events coming up that I need PX peo-
ple: Hooks and Beaumont. Plus, I am still looking for 4 more people to join a group of 
6 to work the PX (on Museum Days), once a quarter. 
 

Reminder: There are a few Old Houston Wing shirts left for $10. Get'um while they're hot!! 
 
 
DRAWING -  PX VOLUNTEERS 
 
I am going to have a drawing. You must be a PX volunteer to enter. The prize will be a $10 Gift Card to 
Texas Roadhouse. There are (5) gift cards, so (5) names will be drawn. Your name will be added to the 
drawing every day you work a PX Event or Museum Day PX. Your name can be drawn more than once. 
So, you can win up to $50 in gift cards. Pretty cool huh? It will begin at the Hooks Event in June. The 
drawing will be at the end of the year. See Rules below: 
1). You must contact me (PX Officer) before the Event or Museum day. 
2). You must let me know which day you will work. (if 2-day event and you work both days your name 
goes in the drawing 2 times) 
3). You must show up and work the PX. A full day is preferred or most of the day. 
Good luck and have fun!! 
 
A special thanks to the (2) cadets that helped me organize the inventory after Open House. See pictures be-
low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Well not much has happened. The poor PT-19 is still waiting on her right 

wing. The C-60 is still waiting on paperwork. The AT-6 is still flying along with 

the N3N, and BT-13. Only some minor work has been done on them. That gives 

me some time to help with the Navion, so I am over there for the time being. I 

have decided not to open the fuel tanks on the C-60 as I am hopeful she will be 

flying soon, and I do not want her down with big holes in her wings. Also I am stepping up my in-

strument flight training and have less time to work on the CAF planes. This summer is more about 

flight training for the fall.  

 

 But in other news, the Cadet Day Jun 11, I shall be offering maintenance tips to the young 
people, and old if interested. Maintenance is responsible for many aspects of the aircraft. We ser-
vice, clean, inspect and repair. We also work all year long. For every hour flown each plane gets 
about three on the ground. Some get more. It takes a great team to accomplish all of that. I am 
glad to see the new members working so hard to help. The planes look good and are flying well.  

 That is what Houston Wing is all about. Our planes are what makes us who we are, and 
"keepin' 'em flyin'" is no easy task.  I am about done finally with the T-28C, just one more attempt 
at a cylinder change, and we are go.  Once that is done and the PT and C-60 are back up, I can fly 
even more…..  

 

See you at the Hangar…Jim 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 For the third year in a row we hosted the fifth grade classes from Katy 

Elementary at the hangar on Wednesday, May the 18th.    The school has 97 

fifth grade students and they come to the hangar in two shifts, with each shift 

spending two hours in the hangar.     

 We have a set program that spits the students, teachers and numerous 

parents acting as chaperones into 5 groups of about 10 students and associated adults.  I find it 

interesting that the teachers name these five groups after D-Day beaches. 

 When they arrive we give them a short briefing in the upstairs meeting room which ex-

plains who we are and gives them basic safety rules for the hangar.  Then we split into their five 

groups (Gold, Sword, etc.) and they spend 15 minutes at each of the five stations we have in the 

hangar.  

Station 1:  The museum where they get a general tour with emphasis on the Home Front during 

the war. 

Station 2:  Aircraft Recognition where we discuss the ways aircraft were recognized by spotters, 

using the number of engines and then the shape of the wing, tail and fuselage.    We utilize the 

aircraft silhouette board on the ceiling outside the museum for this exercise.   Then we look at the 

PT-19 and N3N.  

Station 3:  C-60 where we teach them about the aircraft and paratroopers in WWII.  Then using 

backpacks as simulated parachutes they go thru a jump exercise. 

Station 4:  We take the side panels off of the BT-13 and with someone in the cockpit operating 

the controls they learn how an airplane and the flight controls work. 

Station 5:  T-6 the kids get a chance to get into the cockpit of this historic aircraft. 

 When everybody has rotated through all 5 stations they gather at the front of the hangar 

where they get to see the T-6 start and taxi away then return, park and shutdown before re-

boarding the bus to return to school. 

 This year’s field trip ran into a potential problem because 3 of our regular museum volun-

teers were out of town and we had to scramble to find new Wing members to help out.  What is 

great is that we were able to get several new members to spend the day with us and I believe 

everybody had a great time with these extremely well behaved students. 

 I want to thank the following Wing Members for a long Wednesday, and realize that some 

of them took a day off of work to help with this very successful field trip. 

Station 1, the Museum:  Mary Nygren and Jim Buser 

Station 2, Aircraft Recognition:  Sam Hoynes 

Station 3, C-60 Paratrooper:  Jeremy Wright, Mike Hiner and Craig Prigdeon (These three guys 

had way too much fun as the noise they were making with the kids indicated.) 



 Station 4, BT-13:   Rich Welch and Dick Harper 

 Station 5, T-6 Cockpit Entry:   Ole Nygren and Chris Hammons (T-6 start and taxi by 

Ole Nygren.) 

In addition we had the help of Jason Haney who acted as the timer and kept us on time dur-
ing rotations, and helped herd the groups as they rotated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam H. 



  

              
 
 

               Don’t Forget  
 
                 Cadet Training  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
            
          Saturday, June 11, 2016 
 
 

Chuck Waters, Cadet Program Officer 
 
 





 
Beep, beep, beep……….hot off the wire!   
 
My friend Nancy Kwiecien with Gulf Coast Wing has the good fortune to have 4 WWII vets coming to the 
Hooks Barnstorming event on June 18th.  This is a really neat opportunity to meet some B-17 veterans.  
Without further ado this is from Nancy; 
 
 “Sometimes a wonderful thing just falls into your lap when you least expect it. Our events at Gill 
Aviation in conjunction with the Houston Wing have been profitable and fun, too. Our next one is scheduled 
for Father’s Day Weekend June 18 and 19.  We were expecting to do our normal weekend event, flying the 
bomber and a couple of trainers for our local fans.  But the phone rang last week with an unexpected oppor-
tunity. 
The 8th Air Force Museum and Historical Society will coincidentally have one of their news magazine writ-
ers in our area that weekend.  Her name is Nancy Toombs and she will be visiting with her family in Living-
ston.  She will be traveling with her father, a WWII aviator and B-17 pilot.  She proposed to meet us 8maga-
zine.  
   
 After some discussion the plan grew to an effort to try to identify some other local 8th Air Force 
vets.  As of this writing we have located four 8th Air Force WWII vets from Texas who are interested in at-
tending, and there may be one or two more.  So we are pulling out all the stops to make this a special event 
for these veteran aviators. On Saturday the 18th, we will set them up at a table under a tent and give them the 
chance to interact with the public and our crews, taking pictures and signing autographs if they wish.  We 
have two public flights on the bomber that morning, after which we will do a dedicated veteran/media flight 
and we will take up any of the WWII aviators who want to go.  Of course we will capture all of this in pho-
tographs and video!  We will treat the aviators to lunch afterwards, and if they want to stick around during 
our afternoon tours, our honored guests are welcome to stay as long as they like.  
 
 So at the end of the day, we get a feature article in the 8th Air Force magazine, probably some local 
media coverage, and an awesome opportunity to host several WWII B-17 aviators aboard Texas Raiders on 
Father’s Day weekend.  How cool is that? If you haven’t already put this event on your calendar do so now, 
because this is an honor for Texas Raiders and a rare event that might not ever happen again.” 
 
           Nancy Kwiecien  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sam B. 



Finance and Membership 
 

 

 It has definitely been May showers and now continuing in to June.  I hope this news-
letter finds everyone in good health and safe.  The last few months, have added quite a few 
new members and a lot of new Cadets.   We are growing by leaps and bounds and with that 
said we need to start a mentoring program between the ones of us that have been “around 
the block” so to speak.   I would like to match some of the new members with an “older” 

member just so they have someone to contact for questions or to meet them at a meeting so the new mem-
bers won’t feel so “out of place” as the new person.   I have a few people that have agreed to help with this 
endeavor but I would like to have a few more to add to the list.  Please send me a short e-mail if you can par-
ticipate.  I have participated on a committee before as the welcoming committee which is kind of what I 
would like to see us build so we continue are retention. 

 

 Now to discuss our accounts.  We are doing well in keeping up the bank accounts with all of our ef-
forts with the rides program, museum days, our Open House, and now adding hosting events.  I know some-
times these are not the most popular things to do but with all of the upkeep of the planes it is a necessity so 
hopefully in the future we can be self-sufficient without having to rely on WOH to provide a big chunk of 
our funds for the year.   While we have a good savings account, I would like to keep it there just in case we 
have a major expense crop up.  As I was reminded a couple of weekends ago, this is the best it has been for 
the Wing and I know we all want to see it keep growing.  We have an awesome group of people, or a second 
family as I call it to my primary family, and I know we can do this together.    

 

 With the above said, I am asking if there is anyone, including the wives or husbands of the members, 
who would like to help me with the silent auction coming up in January.  I know you are thinking this is on-
ly June but let me tell you it sneaks up quickly.  I can attest to this personally, just don’t tell Dew, but his 
birthday this month has snuck up on me, last I knew it was April.  LOL 

 

 As always if you have someone that you think would like to be a part of this organization just let me 
know, I will be glad to help.  Also if anyone wants to make a donation of any sort, please send to me to send 
on to HQ, as I track it and make sure it gets done.  Yes it is a little extra work but by doing this I make sure 
members get their donation letters for taxes and also make sure the members/cadets are linked to our Wing 
with HQ. 

 

If I can be of help with anything, just call, email or text me.   

 

Tammi 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 





"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

 

    HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

THE MENU  

FOR JUNE IS BBQ 

 

Let’s all get out our cookbooks and see how 
creative we can be for the June menu. With 

so many recipes floating around these days 
we should have quite a variety of dishes to 

sample!!!  

 

See you there! 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

 

Bruce Thomas 6/4 

Dewey Lockwood 6/6 

Shirley Hyman 6/6 

James "Jay" Wiemuth 6/9 

Randall Richardson 6/11 

Kay Kennedy 6/12 

Franklin Godek 6/17 

Paul Bienvenu 6/19 

Chris Weimuth 6/20 

W. E. "Bill" Willits 6/24 

Edward Vesely 6/29 



Commemorative Air Force, 

Houston Wing 

West Houston Airport 

Hangar B-5 

18000 Groeschke Rd. 

Houston, TX  77084  

  

  

(281) 579-2131 

info@houstonwing.org 

West Houston Airport 

 

 

FAA ID: IWS 

Latitude: 29°49'05"N 

Longitude: 95°40'21"W 

Elevation: 111 ft 

Runway (1): 3973 x 75 ft 

CTAF/ 123.05 

APPROACH: 123.8 

DEPATURE: 123.8 

CLEARANCE: 121.15 

Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Bob Linguiti adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Officer Col Chuck Waters cadets@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Valucik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 
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