
From the Cockpit: 

  

 Here we are in the month of June. Though the 
year may be almost half over, it doesn’t mean we are 
slowing down around the hangar. Pilot training contin-
ues, hangar improvements are taking off, the Navion pro-
ject is building on past work and Ops/Marketing contin-

ues to find us more events to participate in.   

 If you were unable to attend the last regular Wing meeting, we 
announced that Jason Haney would like to take over our Hangar Coor-
dinator position.  This is a very busy job and Jason has hit the ground 
running, so pay attention as he makes improvements around our hang-
ar.  But with Jason taking over Hangar work, it has left an opening for 
a Cadet Coordinator.  We currently have over 20 cadets in our Wing 
(probably one of the biggest programs in the CAF).  We need someone 
to volunteer for this position and work with our cadets, assign them 
tasks to help around the hangar and learn about history/CAF/aviation.  
If you may be interested in leading this very important position in our 
Wing, please give me a call or drop me an email.   

 Speaking of hangar improvements, this past week, George 
Levandoski and his team from Highlights Electrical worked in the 
hangar on Monday and Tuesday removing all the old 1000W lights 
from the hangar, plus all the dusk to dawn lights on the exterior and 
replaced them with LED fixtures.   This will lead to a significant reduc-
tion in our electrical use and provide a much brighter environment for 
working on the aircraft and projects.  Thanks to Dewey Lockwood, 
Chris Walker, Frank Vargas and Suzi Bredlau for being able to oversee 
the work and much thanks to George and his team!!!! 

 During the June 2016 edition, I wrote about where we receive 
the majority of our revenue.  Wings Over Houston is obviously the pri-
mary event.  But we also do barnstorming events (in town and on the 
road), Open House, PX sales during Museum days, and of course His-
toric Flight Experiences.  All of these events added together have al-
lowed us to grow our bank accounts and give us a cushion for unex-
pected events.   
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 We have been very successful in the past being able to staff all of our events/missions, but 
lately we have had some difficulty filling the slots.  Events we have had the most trouble filling spots 
are barnstorming and PX Museum days.  So if you are interested in being involved with missions/
events, please keep an eye out for the blast mails asking for volunteers.  Even if you haven’t partici-
pated in a particular event in the past, we can train you and provide guidance on how the event 
works.  So, again, if you are interested, we really need your help.  Contact information is provided on 
the blast mail. We are always also working hard to put together new revenue funding events, but, 
again these can’t be done with support, please help us keep our wing alive!!!! 

 

 

  

John C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Help Us to  



  

 

Hello again from Flight Ops, 

 

 So May turned out to be a fairly busy month and would have been busier if 

the weather had cooperated; on May 13 we were all set to do a 4-ship flyover for the JJ Watt Charity 

baseball game at Minute Maid Park, but as usual for this event, the weather turned kind of cruddy 

and they closed the roof, so no flyover. Maybe next year we’ll get it… On May 20 Arne took the AT

-6 to Ellington Field for their 100 year anniversary bash. The following weekend was the WASP 

Homecoming in Sweetwater, Texas; Arne took the Ace to this event as well. Also during this week-

end a Gulf Coast Wing member, RW Kelley, passed away. He was a long time member and a WWII 

B-17 ball turret gunner; many thanks to Greg Young, Dave Guggemos and Howard Quoyeser for 

putting together a short notice flyover for his memorial service. 

 

 Next up was Memorial Day with our two scheduled 6-ship flyovers; but, as is all too com-

mon it seems, it scrubbed for clouds and rain. After that was the weekend of June 3-4, barnstorming 

in Victoria along with Texas Raiders; Arne took the N3N, Ryszard the AT-6, Jim and Susan in the 

PT-19. We sold one ride each in the N3N and AT-6. Not great, but better than no rides sold! 

 

 Over the next few months the schedule slows down a bit, simply because it's just too warm 

out… coming up for July through September; 

 

July 8 - Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, Conroe.  

Aug 19 - Barnstorm with Texas Raiders. Hooks. 

Sept 8-9 - Bluebonnet Airshow, Burnet. 

Sept 16-17 - High Sky Wing Airsho, Midland 

 

 

 

 

Ops Update 



  

  Greetings from the now very brightly lit hangar. What an improvement that is, 

and really far better on the north end where everything was always so dark. Thanks to 

John Cotter and the crew who put them up there. 

 As far as the fleet, well took three of the trainers to Victoria to play with Texas 

Raiders, and all three survived the weather, and made it home without any problems. The BT-13 is 

having alternator troubles, but should be repaired by the time this goes to press. The C-60 is waiting 

on more ground runs of the left engine and operational checks as she continues to be readied for 

flight checks. Summer is here, and that means most of the hard maintenance done in the winter is 

over, and the planes are all in good shape to fly as the weather improves. Therefore maintenance 

has turned to repairing other things, and tuned up the engine on the white tug. Next for that little 

machine is her brakes. Also the hangar air system got new quick disconnects to stop most of the air 

leaks. And two new air dryers went into action. Around the hangar, the R-985 restoration is going 

very well. I am loaning tools and knowledge to that project. Also Suzie is tying up the wiring in the 

C-60 as there were no tywraps or zip ties in World War Two. Those came out in the 1970's. To date 

all those modern tying devices have been removed from the BT-13 and PT-19. We are currently 

working on the C-60 to make them all more authentic. 

 During summer I am flying as I have time on my hands to do that. I will be at the hangar 
less as I am flying on weekends and maybe in the evenings too. I am also helping a new little 
Warbird that landed at IWS….. 

Jim 

 

Maintenance 



Around the Hangar 

Chris Dunin hard at work at the hangar 



Stan Turner hard at work laying out the instrument panel  

of the soon to be completed Navion  

Ulf marveling in our soon to be completed Navion 



Bit and Pieces 
 

Calling All Wing Members:  

We are working on several upcoming events for the Wing, some new and some existing, but we need 

YOUR HELP (men and women). 

In many of these events we will have silent auctions. We would like to offer a variety of things in-

cluding items from: 

 

Nail Salons  

Massage Days 

Baskets 

Family Fun Days 

Game Tickets 

Golf 

Art Work 

 

Other items which could be in the auction, for example; 

TV 

Tools 

Appliances 

Gift Certificates 

 

 These are just a few ideas, so by reading this you can surely see why we need everyone’s help. Think 

about the places you go, the things you do, then simply ask the owner or manager for a donation to 

our wing. Remember we are non-profit, therefore. the donations are a tax write off for the donator. If 

you need a letter or letters to give out when you receive donations contact Tammi Lockwood at fi-

nance@houstonwing.org and she will be happy to send the letter out to you by email.  Then just noti-

fy Tammi that you received a donation, what it is, and bring it to the next meeting. If you need some-

one to pick up the donated item from you just let us know and we will make arrangements to do so. 

 

Thank you everyone in advance for helping us in our endeavors!!!! 

 

Winona 



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Craig Pridgeon adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Officer Col Jason Haney cadets@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

 

 

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

Ok Folks let keep me simple  

this month 

Let’s have a  

 

Picnic Lunch 

 

    

See you there! 

 

 

Birthdays 

Gordon B. Richardson 7/2 

Richard Hecker 7/3 

Sam Bulger 7/5 

Suzanne Bredlau 7/5 

Steven Sloma 7/6 

Ole Nygren 7/8 

John "Fletch" Woolsey 7/8 

Tammi Lockwood 7/10 

Dave Guggemos 7/20 

Khalil Moss 7/20 

Jim Buser 7/20 

George Doland 7/24 

Jack Faver 7/25 

Linda Bush 7/26 

John Stofer 7/27 

Thomas Anderson 7/28 

Andrew Erdmand 7/30 

James Bulger 7/30 

Ryan Young 7/30 


