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Wing Leader
“We Generate Fears While
We Sit. We Overcome Them
By Action.” – Dr. Henry Link
I stepped outside this morning only to be
greeted by a blast of hot humid air. It’s clear
that the Houston Summer has finally arrived.
As you well know, this heat and humidity
will stay with us for the next few months so
please take the necessary precautions to
remain healthy in this environment.
Basic rules: Stay hydrated and be aware of
overheating. Slow down and stay cool.
The internet is full of advice on heat stroke
and heat exhaustion warning signs and
avoidance procedures. This is a good time to
look it up and refresh your memory.
If you are on the road with the PX or aircraft
bring sunscreen and drink plenty of water.
Wear
some type
of sun
protection
on your
head if
you are
out on the

ramp. Around the hanger, the O-Club and
museum are air conditioned so if you start to
overheat, go to one of these rooms and cool
down.
Watch out for each other and let’s have an
enjoyable summer at the Houston Wing.
As the flying season progresses the Houston
Wing and Gulf Coast Wing are joining
forces to offer Historical Flight Experience
Aircraft Rides to the public. Our Marketing
director Sam Bulger attends the GCW
marketing sessions to coordinate these
activities for the Houston Wing. This
collaboration pools the talents and resources
of both units to efficiently utilize our various
aircraft and PXs as revenue sources.
If you would like to participate with the
Rides program or the PX trips, please
contact one of the staff officers. Volunteers
are needed!
Cadet Program
The Wing has struggled over the past few
years trying to develop a meaningful cadet
program. We have gone through multiple
adult volunteer coordinators who have
attempted to focus on this challenge for the
benefit of our young cadets. The point of a
cadet program is to expose teenagers to the

CAF mission by volunteering in different
“hands on” projects that suit the needs of the
Wing. Supervised aircraft marshalling,
maintenance, and PX duties are examples of
some of the ways the cadets and Wing have
benefited in the past. Unfortunately, without
a dedicated long term adult volunteer, the
cadet program has faltered. In order to
accommodate the current cadets at the Wing,
the staff has set up the following policy:
 Current Houston Wing cadets are
welcome at the hangar during
Saturday museum days
 Wing members at the hangar on those
days will share responsibility for the
cadets safety
 Cadets are responsible for helping the
Wing where needed under adult
guidance. This can include museum
docent, maintenance work, display
restoration, PX, aircraft cleaning,
marshalling etc.
 The Wing will be accepting new
cadets on a very limited basis. New
cadet candidates must be referred and
endorsed by a current wing member.
Jim Placette has agreed to be the Houston
Wing Cadet Coordinator on a limited basis.
If another adult member would like to take
over the cadet program, please contact Jim or
myself.
Note that the Houston Wing does not ask
dues for the cadets. They only pay a nominal
fee to Headquarters, mostly to cover
insurance.

It is my sincere hope that we can continue
introducing our young people to the aviation
history of WWII and to the excitement of
working with these wonderful machines.
Keep ‘em flying
Stan-

Eyes On the Horizon!

June 16
AT-6/BT-13/N3N
Barnstorming in Conroe w/TR
Ground Support/PX needed
Museum Weekend

June 17
Wing Meeting

July 7
Museum Weekend

July 14
Barnstorming at Hooks w/TR
Ground Support/PX needed

July 21
Museum Weekend

July 22
Wing Meeting

Operations Update
May was a busy month for the
Houston Wing. First was the
Temple airshow 5-6 May. Pilot
training was conducted in both
the N3N and the BT-13. And
finally we had one of our
biggest formation events of the year, fittingly
on Memorial Day. Two different memorial
ceremonies were simultaneously overflown
by a flight of four and another formation of
three. Flight time was used after the
memorial overflight to practice and requalify
Leads and Wingmen for the year.
June has
started
out with
ride
program
flights
in the
N3N
and AT-6. We are training additional pilots
for the N3N and BT-13 rides program.
As I write this update we are planning to
support the rides program flights at Austin
and Conroe in conjunction with the B-17
Texas Raiders. Our new rides coordinator,
Robert Plunkett is working to synchronize
planes, pilots, and riders. This is no easy
task and we’ll be helping him out as best we
can with trained and available pilots.
Thanks again for your continuing support for
Wing Operations in 2018. -Nathan

Marketing Report
Have you ever seen
the TV show “How
its made?” Don’t you
think it is about time
they create an episode
on how they make an
episode?
Last month I participated in a local school
coming to our hangar for a field trip. I had a
blast! I wholly recommend if you have not
helped out with a field trip day you should
do so, not only is it rewarding but fun to
boot.
Memorial Day had the wing coordinating 2
separate flyovers. The Sugarland flight was
led by Ed Vessley, controlled on the ground
by Bill Roach and the Memorial Oaks flight
was led by Rob Parrish with Brian and Sam
as the ground control. This was the first
time we have had 2 separate flights at the
same time at different locations. Memorial
Day has one other great tradition, the Indy
500. This year Will Power won the race
driving for Team Penske. Team Penske has

won the Indy 500 17 times, no other team
even comes close. Why are they so
successful? Teamwork, planning and
sticking with the plan. The flyovers remind
me of the Indy 500 (although I heard the
USAF B-2 kinda missed the timing by 90
seconds and the flight plan was not good
either). It takes teamwork and sticking with
the plan and our group is the best. As
Nathan says, “brief the flight and fly the
briefing.”
As I write this we are about to embark on an
epic mission to Austin supporting the flying
circus. Jim has the Ace running well and
eager to perform its exciting mission of
historic flight experiences. For some reason
Jim keeps avoiding me when I asked if he
fixed the air conditioning.
After our next 2 barnstorming missions it
will be time to get back to working on the
website, planning the 2019 Hangar Dance
and Warbird Weekend 2019.
Till next time, see y’all around the hangar,
–Sam Bulger

Maintenance
Hello once again from Hangar
B5 at IWS. As usual things in
maintenance keep moving
forward. As of right now, the
AT-6 is in service. The N3N
will soon be repaired, as the
voltage regulator has failed and
will be replaced. The BT-13 low fuel
pressure warning is going to need more
work. The left carb for the C-60 should be

back soon, and I hope to run the plane again
on 17 June. The PT-19 continues to progress
with several willing and able volunteers
helping the project. Many thanks for the
return of Suzie, and to Steve who continues
his mastery of wood on the plane. Also the
project leader Ed Vesely is hard at work on
the wood formers and has taken over repair
of the center section. If you have not seen it,
the freshly overhauled engine is hanging by
the plane now. And the rear instrument panel
is nearing completion. Cleaning and painting
of the fuselage
continues. Also
the turtle deck,
baggage
compartment
cover and
cockpit
enclosures are
all being repaired and prepped for painting.
The leather surrounding the cockpit holes
will be replaced as it has to be removed for
paint anyway. Also the windshields will
have to be removed to paint the black. Soon
blue paint will arrive to paint the metal parts.
This paint will differ from the fabric paint as
it needs no flex agent. Summer is upon us as
you can tell by the warm temperatures and
long days. This allows for more work
without the cold dark nights of winter. And
work is going on strong.
I have had some interest in fabric school, so
it looks like 21 Jul we will be holding a class
on fabric installation. Also I have collected
some un-airworthy aircraft fire
extinguishers. I would like to plan a class on
aircraft start up fires, and the use of fire
extinguishers. I need to consult with Safety

and Marshalling on the exact program and
dates, but keep that in mind.
And if no one knows it, I have volunteered
to take over the cadet program. Seems I wear
many hats, but we have good young people
attending, and I want them to keep coming
out to learn and work with us. I had this
same opportunity as a mechanic student in
Waco when part of the Ranger Wing. Seems
it is my turn to be the instructor. And who
knows what the future holds? One of them
might take my place one day. I look forward
to working with all of them.
And just a few notes for the month of June.
The C-60 was accepted into the Army Air
Forces on 7 Jun 43. She turned 75 this year.
Also the unit now called "Houston Wing"
was officially started on 25 Jun 78. Our unit
turns 40 on that date. Sounds like time for a
party…….Jim

Social Media Report
All things are well in Facebook land. We are
approaching our next big milestone of 2,000
likes! We currently sit at 1,906. On average
we are gaining 200 likes a month, which is
not bad for our trainer unit!
I’m pleased to announce that the staff has
voted to continue using Netweave Online for
another year. This company is doing an
excellent job of actually running and
maintaining our Facebook account. We feed
them our information and photos, and they
push it out on the web. Since money is tight,
the staff feels that Facebook is the best use
of our advertisement money. It keeps our
name out there for the public and allows us
to promote our events for a nominal fee
compared to other forms of publication.
You may have noticed that we are currently
running two advertisements on Facebook.
We have the “Austin Vintage Warbird
Weekend” ad, and the “Fly the Fortress (and
friends)” ad for Conroe. Be sure to like
these ads, say that you are going to the event,
and share it with your friends. It would be
great to have a few pre-sold flights at each
event!
I hope to see you at one of our barnstorming
events! Remember to take pictures and short
30 second videos and send them my way!
Be safe out there in the heat.

-Brian

Museum Moment
Yank Magazines in our Museum
Yank was a weekly magazine published by
and for the United States military personnel
during World War II. The idea for the
magazine came from Egbert White, who had
worked on the newspaper “Stars and Stripes”
during World War I. He proposed the idea
to the Army in early 1942 and accepted a
commission as lieutenant colonel. White
was the overall commander, Major Franklin
S. Forsberg was the business manager and
Major Hartzell Spence was the first editor.
The first issue was published with the cover
date of June 17, 1942. The magazine was
written by enlisted rank soldiers only and
was originally only available to the soldiers,
sailors, and airmen serving overseas, but
after a few issues it became available to
troops serving in the U.S. (It was never
made available in newsstands to the general
public.) The magazine was published at
facilities around the world: British,
Mediterranean, Continental, and Western
Pacific for a total of 21 editions in 17
countries.
Yank was the most widely read magazine in
the history of the U.S. Military achieving a
worldwide circulation of more than 2.6
million. Each issue was priced from five to
ten cents because it was felt that if soldiers
paid for the magazine, they would have a
higher regard for the publication. The
magazine featured a variety of articles
covering everything from news from the
home front to first person accounts from the

battlefront. The stories were richly illustrated
with photographs and drawings.
The Magazine also featured the "G.I. Joe"
cartoons by Dave Breger and the "Sad Sack"
cartoons by Sgt. George Baker.

One of the most popular "morale boosters"
for the men in the armed forces was the
inclusion of a pin-up girl in each issue who
was usually clad either in a bathing suit or
some form of seductive attire. The pin-up
girls included stage and screen stars, like
Yvonne de Carlo and Lucille Ball. (Both of

these pin-ups are displayed in our museums
Yank Magazine binder.)

The last issue of
Yank was
published on
December 28,
1945, when
Yank Magazine
received an
“Honorable
Discharge”
which appeared
on the final cover. Yank magazine was
never printed again.
Our Wings museum has a black binder on
the table that contains a collection of 22
issues of Yank magazine from 1943 - 1945,
including its final December 28, 1945 Issue.

L-17 Project Update

to the cabin was installed. This
consists of screens in the leading edge,
hose leading to a modulation valve
installed in the floor ahead of the front
seats.
2. Empennage.
The empennage has been installed on
the fuselage. Rudder and elevators
have been installed.
3. Canopy.
The canopy has been completed and is
ready to be installed on the aircraft.
4. Fuselage
The fuselage has been mated with the
wings, the landing gear has been
extended and the aircraft is movable.
The auxiliary fuel tank has been
installed and awaiting integration into
the fuel system. Seats, side panels and
carpets are ready to be installed.

Since the last update, November 2017, a fair
amount of progress has been made.
1. Wings.
The wings were mated and inspected.
An STC concerning additional airflow

The Crew; J.W. Don Johnson,
Ryszard Zadow, Ulf Brynjestad, Stan
Turner, Greg Young.

worked satisfactory. Remaining work
consist of adjusting the gear up-locks
and verify function of all (six) gear
warning switches.

She’s got legs!
5. Electrical and instrumentation.
Work on wiring and instrumentation
continues.

Swings the right way.

6. Propulsion.
The engine has been installed and is
currently being integrated into the
fuselage and into the various
subsystems. Engine controls are
installed, hydraulic pump hooked up.
7. System Integration and test
The first systems test has been started.
The hydraulic system was completed,
fluid added, and leak checked. After
fixing leaks and getting the air out, the
system was pressurized, additional
leaks fixed, and the aircraft put on
jacks. The brakes were tested and
found to work. The flaps were cycled
up and down through full range of
travel, perfect. The landing gear was
then moved through several cycles and

Working together, coming up.
Ulf Brynjestad Restoration Crew
Chief

Remember this?

-June 17: Wing Meeting
begins at 2:00pm
-Lunch Menu: Since it’s
Father’s Day, let’s have BBQ!
Bring your favorite BBQ meat,
side salad, side dish, or dessert.
It seems as though not as many
people are bringing food to help
towards lunch lately. If you
haven’t made anything reccently,
please consider making something
this month. Lunch after our
meeting is a great way to have
fellowship with each other, and to
fill our tummies with great food!
Thanks in advance!
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