July 2018

Wing Leader
“It's impossible to be
involved in all situations, but
there's no excuse not to be
involved in something,
somewhere, somehow, with someone. Make
an ounce of difference.”
― Richelle E. Goodrich
As I stepped outside this
morning just before sunrise I
noted the temperature was
slightly north of 80°F – it
must be July in Houston.
Along with the heat comes
the humidity. It takes a toll on
equipment, pets and people.
Take it easy outside in this weather. Wear
sunblock, hats, shades, and stay hydrated.
With lots of airshow/barnstorming activity
this year, plan ahead and watch out for signs
of heat exhaustion in yourself and others.
You all know the drill.
Independence Day is also this month. The
Fourth of July is when many in America
celebrate with parades, barbeques, and
fireworks. As the saying goes “Freedom isn’t
free” It’s paid for by the blood sweat and

Slips &
Skids
tears of those before us. The CAF and our
Houston Wing museum tell some of the
stories of battles fought at home and abroad
by the Greatest Generation. If you haven’t
taken the time to look at the updated displays
in the Houston Wing museum, this would be
a good month to do that. It’s hot in the
hangar but the museum has a new air
conditioner. Sam Hoynes and his docents
have done an outstanding job of organizing
the donated items from WWII. These
artifacts, along with our aircraft, tell a story
of a time in our country where we had a
national goal with the resources and people
to make it happen. Our museum is always
looking for volunteers to help out. If you
would like to be involved with the wing and
flying isn’t your cup of tea, consider being
part of the museum docent team.
Hangar activities slow down a bit during the
hot Houston summer but it is a great time to
come on out and visit with other members,
the aircraft and the displays. Be sure to bring
your visiting relatives. It’s free.
Keep ‘em flying, be safe and have some fun!
Stan-

Eyes On the Horizon!

July 7
Museum Weekend

July 14

me in the N3N. Our new rides coordinator,
Robert Plunkett is working to continuing to
help line up planes, pilots, and riders.
July 14 we will be Barnstorming with the B17 at Hooks airport and we’ll need
volunteers for ride pilots and ground support.

Barnstorming at Hooks w/TR
Ground Support/PX needed

July 21 we are planning on a Museum
Day/Rides day at West Houston. We’ll need
pilots and ground support that day also.

July 15

There will be plenty of opportunities for you
to show your support for Wing Operations in
2018! -Nathan

Wing Meeting 2pm

July 21
Museum Weekend
Rides Day at West Houston

Operations Update
Things were really heating up
in June for the Houston Wing.
Pilot training was conducted in
both the N3N and the BT-13.
Chris Walker became our latest
fully qualified N3N pilot. He
did great in training and we’ll be needing his
help for all the N3N rides we need to get
completed.
We supported the rides program with flights
at Austin with Arne as the AT-6 pilot and at
Conroe in conjunction with the B-17 Texas
Raiders with John Bixby as AT-6 pilot and

Marketing Report
This just in, it is July
4th and it’s raining
outside. Jo is upset
that they have preempted the Young and
the Restless soap opera to report that it is
raining and that the usual roadways that
flood have flooded. It appears that Captain
Obvious has struck again.
Our barnstorming was successful this
summer. We had a great time in Austin.
One dynamic that is shifting is we are seeing
less people coming out to see the planes, less
gate and PX revenue but selling more rides,
both pre-sale and at the event. I want to
thank all those that came out and helped at
these events, y’all did a great job.
We are actively starting planning Hangar
Dance 2019, Warbird Weekend 2019 and
another top secret event yet to be announced.
We are looking at new ways to market the
bi-monthly hangar hangout days.
Before we go tonight friends, another
statement from Captain Obvious, IT’S HOT!
DAMNED HOT! –Sam Bulger

Maintenance
Howdy once again from the
back corner of Hangar B5.
Maintenance is still hard at
work, but who is surprised by
that?
Right now the main effort is to
get the C-60 flying again. After successful
engine tests a couple of weeks ago, the huge

job of inspecting the aircraft began. Now
two weeks into the project, only the outer
wings, nacelles and landing gear are left to
be inspected. Having started inside the plane,
I will be replacing all main control pulleys in
the control cable tunnel. They are old and
showing signs of heavy wear. Most, if not
all, have likely been there since World War
Two or 1951 when the plane was
overhauled. Following that inspection, I
moved onto the tail. I am going to replace
the left rudder trim outer rod end bearing. I
have also removed, cleaned, lubricated and
painted the control rods. Only the right
elevator trim rod remains to be done as I ran
out of paint. I also standardized the hardware
in the tail control surfaces. Next I moved
into the baggage compartments and have
spent plenty of time there rerouting and
clamping wiring. I also remounted the #2
baggage compartment light fixture. All lights
on the plane have been checked and are
working inside and out. I pulled both
altimeters and had them calibrated. I also got
the clock going again. I plan to replace the
hydraulic pressure gauge hoses and the
vacuum feed hoses behind the instrument
panel. The forward cabin fire extinguisher
will also be replaced as the pressure has
dropped in it. After the wings and nacelles
finish the weekend of 7 and 8 July, I start on
the forward fuel tanks. The right front tank is
already open and drying out. I shall open the
left on the 8th. The huge job of cleaning the
plane has started as well.
But in the meantime, the N3N was having
some static system instrument problems
which got repaired. Also the brakes needed

new linings and adjustment as well as
servicing the tail wheel tire.
The BT-13 is still having fuel pressure
warning indication errors, but more effort
into that problem will come very soon with
the help of the pilots.
The AT-6 is flying the most, but will need to
go down for cowling repairs and replacement
of the tail wheel declutching cable.

Sat 21 Jul in the afternoon, as I have been
informed a group of cub scouts will be there
in the morning.
And as far as Cadets, I am thankful for all
who come out to be with us. It is a great
reminder of what youth is all about. Seems
some of us have forgotten the value in it.
Your enthusiasm, hopes and dreams are
inspiring. We can only hope some of our
collective wisdom will be of benefit one
day….Jim

Social Media Report
Just like our planes, our social media presence
keeps soaring! We have now past 2,000 likes
to our Facebook page. We are currently
working on ideas to draw people to the hangar
and to the website.

The lower basket for the PT-19 has been
made by Ed Vesely. Also, cleaning and
painting of the flight control rods and
fuselage components continues.

Speaking of our website, have you visited the
Wing’s website lately? We are beginning to
make some changes. The goal was to do some
minor “clean up” to the site by eliminating
pages that are out of date and have little
traffic. There was also an effort to make the
website more mobile friendly, and I think we
have accomplished that goal. More Paypal
buttons have been added to the site in hopes
that people can purchase a ride without
having to search for it. We cannot control
where people enter the site, so the idea is to
make it as easy as possible for them to see our
planes and purchase a ride. The website is a
work in progress and more changes will be
coming.

And that is the current status of the planes,
and on to projects. Fabric school day is still

That being said, we are still looking for a
webmaster to help us with our website. I have

help to get our site more streamlined, but I
truly do not have the skills to keep this going.
If YOU or anyone that you know might be up
for the webmaster position, please let us
know.
If you haven’t volunteered for a barnstorming
event or for a museum weekend lately, please
consider doing so. Your help is TRULY
needed to help our Wing shine! -Brian

Museum Moment
Katy Elementary School Fifth Grade
Field Trip
On Thursday, May 17 and Friday, May 18
we hosted the Pattison Elementary fifth
grade students for a Field Trip to our
Museum and Hangar. This was a new
school
for our
field trip
program
and over
the two
days we
hosted
175+ fifth grade students and their teachers.
The first bus with 45-48 students arrived at
9:00 on Thursday and left at 10:50 to be
followed at 11:50 with another load of 47
students who left at 1:40. This was
schedule was repeated on Friday which gave
our Wing volunteers a very busy two days,
especially in heat reaching 97 degrees.

That we can provide a fun and educational
experience to 175 ten and eleven year olds is
a really fun and rewarding experience for
everybody and could not be done without a
bunch of our Wing members stepping
forward to work this event.

I wanted to recognize our members who
were involved in this educational exercise:
Jim Buser (museum both days)
Chuck Waters (museum on Friday)
Jeremy Wright (C-60 parachute exercise
both days)
Craig Prigdeon (C-60 parachute exercise
both days)
David Egan (C-60 parachute exercise both
days)
Jason Haney (AT-6 in the sun getting the
kids into the cockpit both days)
Jason Delaney (aircraft recognition exercise
both days)
Dick Harper (BT-13 aircraft operation
exercise cockpit both days)
Rich Welsh (BT-13 aircraft operation
exercise Friday)
Sam Hoynes (BT-13 aircraft operation
exercise Thursday and timer Friday)
In addition to these instructors we could not
have had a successful event without Jim
Placette who moved the aircraft into position
before he went to work each morning and
put them away at night. He also came to the
hangar Thursday at lunch and started the
AT-6 so the kids could hear and see this
aircraft run.
Arne Aamodt came out on Friday and started
and taxied the AT-6 for both sessions which
gave the kids a real thrill. Thanks Arne and
Jim!
Here are some photos from this Field Trip
which were taken by Sam Bulger who came
on Friday to document the Field Trip.
–Sam Hoynes

Please considering
volunteering for a future
tour group.

PX Report
Hello, Hope all is well. Thanks to all who
helped with PX at Austin and Conroe.
Thanks to Sam Bulger, Brian Kosior, Suzy
Bredlau, Jeremy Wright, Jason Delaney and
Tony Bohnert for signing up for PX. Thanks
to Mary Nygren for repeatedly signing up for
Conroe through the cancelations. Please
forgive me if I missed anyone who helped
with PX.
The PX did well in Austin. Conroe was a
slow day but the PX did well at our Museum
Day on the 1st Saturday in July. If you would
like to help with PX at one of our events or
on Museum days please let me know. We are
in need of some warm bodies to pitch in and
help.
I have replenished the C-60 Challenge coins
and will be ordering 2019 Calendars soon.
It’s time to start thinking about ordering for
W.O.H. I have put in a Cap order for
W.O.H. I still have a lot of W.O.H. caps
from last year. So, if you are in need of a cap
at a good price stop on by the PX trailer and
I can hook you up.
Sam Bulger was so kind to donate/lend a
shelving unit display however it needs to be
re-assembled. I would also love to have it on
wheels. I don’t know if wheels can be added
to the bottom or if we need to build a
wooden dolly underneath it. I need some
volunteers to take on that project, please.
All the pieces are leaning against the PX
trailer.
Have a fun July and see you at the hangar!!!
-Susan Vaculik

Helpful Hangar Hints
1. A great way to learn about the museum
is to follow the docents around on a
museum weekend and listen to their
stories. You’ll learn A LOT about our
museum.
2. Don’t be afraid to introduce yourself
and ask “How can I help?” Someone will
always need an extra set of hands.
3. Brooms and dust mops are located in
the closet under the stairs to the O Club.
The hangar floor is always in constant
need of cleaning.
4. If you want an in depth history lesson of
our trainer planes, then you should read
Dick Harper’s book “The Cream.” It’s
for sale in the PX and he will even sign it
for you. You can most often find Dick
Harper in the O Club.
5. When leading a group around the
hangar, please make sure that they stay
with you during the tour. Safety is
paramount. No guest should wander the
taxi ways without a Wing member
present.

Just Plane Fun!
(Summer Vacation Photos)

Does this angle make my nose look too big?
Brian Kosior, Air Mobility Museum, Dover
AFB
What’s wrong with the plane in this picture?
Craig Pridgeon, Pima Air & Space Museum
Send in your summer vacation pictures to
editor@houstonwing.org and add to the fun!
We will continue this segment through
September, so don’t be shy!

Guess who just finished her Check Ride in
the Spruce Goose?
Kristy Maslanka, Evergreen Aviation &
Space Museum

What happened to Goodtime Gal?!
Brian Kosior, Air Mobility Museum, Dover
AFB

-July 15: Wing Meeting begins
at 2:00pm
-Lunch Menu: Since it’s so
hot outside, bring your favorite
Summertime Salad to share. It
could be green and leafy, cold and
fruity, or creamy and pasta. You
choose!
-Remember to drink lots of water
while working around the hangar.
Make sure members around you
are drinking some water too.

Happy museum visitors.

Busy museum day in the Hangar. Come on
out next time and join in on the fun.
This rider was celebrating his 21st birthday!
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