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Slips & Skids
From the Cockpit:

Feb 18, Pilot ground
school
Feb 19, Wing meeting
Mar 11-12, Barnstorm
with Texas Raiders,
Hooks Airport
Apr 22-23, Open
House

Well here we are….2017! Where did 2016 go?
It sure “flew” by. 2016 was a good year for the Wing.
We flew the airplanes a lot, we shared the Houston Wing
and CAF story with thousands that visited our museum,
we sold a bunch of our T-shirts, added several new Wing
members, and I think we had a lot of fun.
2017 looks to be another great year for us. The Lockheed will
take to the skies again. The Navion project is making progress and we
will see that airplane move towards flying status. Our display R985
engine is getting spiffed up so it can tell the story of airplanes that it
powered during WW II.
We have several pilots in training and they will soon be sharing
our airplanes with our Historic Fight experience guests, flying airshows, and learning the basics of formation flying.
Our BT13 was one of the 12 Planes of Christmas this year. She
was the little airplane that could…. Though we set our fundraising
goal very high at $12,500, we didn’t quite make that amount. But we
did extremely well in comparison with other more flashy CAF airplanes. The final numbers are not in from HQ, but we raised over
$5200!!! This money will go towards the CAF Rise Above WASP
project so we can paint and install new avionics in the BT. I want to
thank everyone that donated to our project!!! Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Don’t forget, we will not be holding a Wing meeting in January
as our annual Awards Banquet will be held on the 21st. I do hope everyone is able to make it out for an evening of enjoyment and fellowship.

REMINDER
Have you Paid your
2017 Wing Dues?

I want to sign off by thanking each and every one of you for
making 2016 a success at the Houston Wing. Here’s to a great

2017.
John C

Ops Update
Hello again from Flight
Ops! The last two months have
been fairly quiet around the
hangar; no airshows or barnstorming events, just two flyovers, some training/proficiency flights happening, and Jim and his maintenance crew hard at
work getting the annual inspections done on
the fleet. The flyovers were for a Battleship
Texas event on Dec 3, followed by the Wreaths
Across America at the Houston National Cemetery on Dec 17. According to what seemed to
be our norm for flyovers in 2016, the USS Texas event was a rainout. For the Wreath flyover,
the weather was a bit murky but our fearless
group of pilots (Scott, Mike, Stu, Dave, Rob)
made it happen and all went well.
Even with our rained out flyovers and
the C-60 being out of action, the Wing still did
quite a bit of flying in 2016; the final count is
not in yet, but we’re at around 210 hours for
the fleet with roughly 105 of that on the AT-6.
Looking ahead to 2017, the Texas airshow calendar is so far looking a bit thin with nothing
confirmed yet, but some of the smaller local
type shows and events have not yet posted their
dates. Listed below is what we have coming
up;
Feb 18, Pilot ground school
Feb 19, Wing meeting
Mar 11-12, Barnstorm with Texas Raiders,
Hooks Airport
Apr 22-23, Open House

For “new” pilot news, instructor pilot
Arne has been flying with Rich Welsh and
Tom Anderson to get them checked out in the
PT-19, Rob Parrish just finished his PT-19
check ride flying with Mike, and Jim is getting
closer to finishing his instrument rating and
BT-13 checkout.
That's it for now… see ya at the hangar!
John B

Maintenance
Greetings once again from
the back corner of hangar B5 also
known as Houston Wing's Home,
Winter maintenance is moving
along on schedule. To date, the BT-13 annual
inspection was completed in Nov. The PT-19
annual inspection completed in early Dec, and
the N3N annual inspection completed in late
Dec.
The flat metal parts for the C-60 benches have been cut and are back at the hangar and
are being readied for welding and installation.
The wood bench tops are headed to final painting. The work on the right propeller continues
with more testing. During much of January, we
will be getting the Lockheed back together. It
is unclear the exact completion date, as after all
the welding, all parts have to go to heat treating
and then painting. It is not known exactly when
or where the welded assemblies will go.
But we keep working on her. "Never surrender" is the motto of Maintenance…..
That leaves January, will less to do with
no inspections to perform other than the Bulldog, so I am making final arrangements for the
2017 Houston Wing Hangar dance. Tickets
sales are going ok.
If you wish to get in on this event, a
ticket is required as this is a fund raiser for all
our aircraft. It is also a fun, easy evening with
just a few of us required to work, and that is
not full time.

I still hold ticket # 1 like every other
year I have done this. I hope to sell about 160
this year. That really is not many when you
consider the size of Houston. I do hope to sell
out. You can catch me at the hangar almost
anytime, and I will have tickets to sell. I cannot do credit card sales as I have no machine
for that, but will take checks and cash. Also
the houstonwing.org website is available for
ticket purchases.
I look forward to a great 2017, with the
return to the sky of the C-60, completion of
my IFR and commercial pilot training, and my
first solo in the BT-13.
We will also push ahead on the Navion
and should have her looking like an airplane
by the end of 2017..and maybe more…
Thanks again to all the guys and gals
who clean the planes. It is a never ending job.
Keep up the good work!
Jim P.

For the second time
this year, the Wing staff has
considered several excellent
safety suggestions and narrowed the field to one outstanding idea that was
brought forth by Suzie
Bredlau. Any of you who
have helped with maintaining our fleet would know that some areas in the
airplanes are not easily accessible. Whenever
I’ve dropped something in the AT-6, it ALWAYS slides to a place in the belly that I can’t
see or reach. Also, stray objects (Foreign Object Debris or FOD) wandering around in the
airplane can jam flight controls possibly resulting in an accident. Sure, we have some cadets
that we could shove in there to retrieve the lost
item, but it wouldn’t be much fun for them and
they’d probably get really dirty.
Instead, Suzie has suggested that we
provide a safe place for passengers to put their
loose items during the flight. We would ask
that they stow things like jewelry, reading
glasses, phones, or anything else they don’t
need during the flight. The container would
then be placed in the baggage area and returned
to the passenger after they are back on the
ground. It would be easier to ask a ride-forhire customer to put grandma’s diamond earrings in a safe place rather then tell her that she
will need to wait until winter maintenance because we can’t open up the whole plane just to
look for them.
In recognition for such a good idea,
Suzie will get a wing T-shirt or a ride in one of
our exciting training airplanes with the pilot of
her choice.

New storage box, to hold the valuables of guests that fly in our planes. This box
has been put in all necessary planes for the
pilot to use for all those items that might be
lost during flight.

Another excellent safety suggestion was
Winona Morton’s idea to include blood clotting
powder in the first aid kit. Just sprinkle it on a cut
and it will stop bleeding immediately.
Also, I’m going to keep reminding you of
Chuck Water’s suggestion to remove rings when
working on the airplanes. If you want to see why
and have a strong stomach, search “degloving” on
the internet. (It’s hard to look at. You’ve been
warned.) Removing rings is required by NASA
and the military for good reason.

Today’s Cadets
Tomorrow's Leaders
My name is Rafael Rodriguez and I attend Cook Middle School as an 8th grader. I've
always had a huge interest in military history,
vehicles, and weapons ever since I would watch
the History Channel with my Grandpa at a very
early age. Above all, I loved aircraft the most something about a huge flying machine just always got my attention. This eventually led to my
interest in all the different types of aircraft and
so, I got a model SBD-3 Dauntless. Although
my Grandpa mostly built and put the decals on, I
learned how to build models.
When I got older I started putting together bigger aircraft. Ever since then, I've continued
building models as I'm building a North American B-25J Mitchell right now. Aside from my
modeling hobby, I love flying aircraft simulator
games such as War Thunder and Flight Simulator X. I also fly model RC aircraft like the Piper
Cub and North American P-51D Mustang. I
joined the CAF after I heard about the cadet program through the Texas Raiders.
I got to fly on their PB-1W converted
back to its original variant (the B-17G) because
the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress is my favorite
aircraft. We found out the Texas Raiders also
worked with the West Houston airport CAF
which was having an open house. We went, and
that very day I became a CAF Cadet.
I am very eager to volunteer and look
forward to meeting everyone.
Rafael, also plays soccer, runs track and
cross country, enjoys Boy Scouting and plays
trumpet in the Cook Middle School band.
Welcome aboard Cadet, we look forward to
watching and assisting you in your journey!

As the Wing Flies

Wreaths across America —Flyover in December 2016

Museum News
Civil Air Patrol Cadet Uniform Display

We have just (Mid December) reorganized the “Women at War” display
cabinet. We have moved the existing Merchant Marine display (Dan Leone’s
father) to the “Personal Stories” display case, which leaves this entire display
cabinet to honor Women at War. The lower shelf is dedicated to the Women
Air Service Pilots (WASPs) and then we have information on Rosie the Riveter
and female members of the various armed forces on display. (We hope to be
able to do more about the WASP program in the future.)
The newest display added to this cabinet is the information on the Civil Air Patrol and especially
their Cadet program.
Civil Air Patrol
The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) came into existence on December 1, 1941. During World War
II, the CAP was seen as a way to use America's civilian aviation resources to aid the war effort instead of grounding them. The organization assumed many missions including anti-submarine patrol and warfare, border patrols, and courier services. During World War II CAP's coastal patrol
flew 24 million miles, found 173 enemy U-boats, attacked 57, hit 10 and sank two, dropping a total
of 83 bombs and depth charges throughout the conflict. By the end of the war, 64 CAP members
had lost their lives in the line of duty.
Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program

In October 1942, CAP planned a program to recruit and train youth with an emphasis on
flight training. The CAP cadets assisted with operational tasks and began indoctrination and training towards becoming licensed pilots. Cadets were not exempt from being conscripted; however,
the military atmosphere and general setting around them would provide an advantage to cadets
who were subsequently called into service. To become a cadet, one had to be between the ages of
15 and 17, and be sponsored by a CAP member of the same gender.

The cadet program called for physical fitness, completion of the first two years of high
school and satisfactory grades.
Our exhibit on the CAP Cadet program is based around one CAP Cadet, Ella Frances
Vaughn, who was the Aunt of one of our Wing members, John Woolsey. John has loaned us several items of his Aunt’s which include some of her CAP training manuals and her 1943 CAP Cadet
uniform which we now have displayed on a mannequin in this display case.

Ella Frances Vaughn’s CAP Cadet Uniform

Ella Frances “Frankie” Vaughn joined the CAP as a Cadet at age 15 in Bay City, TX on October 11th, 1943 about one year after the CAP was formed. The uniform on the mannequin in this
display case is her original 1943 Cadet Uniform.
The single wing pin on this tunic represents CAP Observer status.
Francis was born May 22, 1928 and died on July, 2015 in Bay City, TX. She remained active in the CAP for many years and had a lifelong interest in aviation, getting her pilots license in
1946 before she got her driver’s license.
Sam H.

Museum News
Help us identify these Museum Artifacts

We are building a computer data base of all artifacts currently in our Wing’s museum and
have discovered that we have very little paperwork to identify many donated items or where they
came from.
I have attached photos of three of these items and am asking any of our older members who
may recognize these items and would know who donated them to the museum. If you know where
we got these items please send the information to Sam Hoynes at s.h.hoynes@sbcglobal.net.
Item one is a leather winter flight jacket with a painting of a P-51 on the back.

Item two; is a Footlocker belonging to 2nd Lt. P. Fitzgerald – USMC (1944)

Item three; is a German enlisted SS uniform hat

We need your help! Members who have been with the Wing for a number of years, search your
memories and help me figure out the history of these donated museum items.
Sam H.

"O" Club

Birthdays

KITCHEN NEWS
BY: Winona Morton

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

There is NOT
A meeting in January
Due to the
Wing Banquet

See you there!

Silvia
Winona
Robert
Dayna
Rafael
Connie
Keith “Sparky”
John
Steven
Jeremy
Clyde
Cassidy
Hugh
Bruce
Marty "Wingtip"
Jeoffrey "Jeff"

Withrow
Morton
Plunkett
Salter
Rodriguez
Stone
Newman
Cotter
Sehnert
Wright
Bryan
Young
Alexander
Bevers
Huvar
Brown

2/4
2/5
2/8
2/10
2/11
2/13
2/13
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/20
2/21
2/22
2/22
2/25
2/26

Staff Directory
Wing Leader
Executive Officer
Adjutant
Cadet Program Officer
Cadet Program Assistant Officer
Finance Officer
Maintenance Officer
Museum and Collections Officer
Marketing Officer
Operations Officer
Personnel Officer
Public Information Officer
PX Officer
Safety Officer

Col John Cotter
Col Frank Vargas
Col Bob Linguiti
Col Jason Haney
Col Mike Dunin
Col Tammi Lockwood
Col Jim Placette
Col Sam Hoynes
Col Sam Bulgar
Col John Bixby
Col Tammi Lockwood
Col Winona Morton
Col Susan Vaculik
Col Arne Aamodt

wingleader@houstonwing.org
exec@houstonwing.org
adjutant@houstonwing.org
cadets@houstonwing.org
cadets@houstonwing.org
finance@houstonwing.org
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museum@houstonwing.org
marketing@houstonwing.org
ops@houstonwing.org
membership@houstonwing.org
editor@houstonwing.org
px@houstonwing.org
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