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January 2016. My, where has the time gone? This will be my
tenth year being a part of the Commemorative Air Force. It seems like
yesterday that I made my first visit to the West Houston Squadron and
was shown the ropes by Ole Nygren. During the past ten years, the
Squadron has become the Houston Wing, grown its membership and aircraft base while continuing to represent the CAF with distinction. You
have now entrusted me to lead our group for the next couple years and I will do my best to
follow the legacy shown me by the past leadership.
With regard to our recently held election, I would like to first offer a huge Thank You
to Stan Turner for his inspiring and steady leadership over the past four years. He has left
big shoes for me to fill. I would also like to thank Sam Hoynes for his tireless efforts as our
local Safety Officer. He will continue his duties guiding the national CAF efforts to keep us
safe, while Arne Aamodt will bring his experience as a NASA engineer and GA pilot to
guide our local safety efforts. Bob Linguiti deserves thanks as our PX officer. He leaves
the PX department (but will continue as our steady scribe in the Adjutant office) with a great
base of operations for Susan Vaculik to expand our wares as we continue to attend more
events with our unique PX offerings.
John Bixby assumes my duties as Operations Officer. He will keep the pilots and airplanes scheduled while booking the Wing at events around Texas and maybe some other far
away venue. Lastly Jim Placette will continue with his extradonary efforts to keep our fleet
of 5 (and soon 6) airplanes airworthy while also participating more as a pilot in our PT19
and BT13.
By the time this goes to press, we will have had our first Staff meeting of 2016 and
will be approaching our annual Awards Banquet. That will be our chance to take off the
flight suits, set down the wrenches and just enjoy the evening while offering congratulations
and recognition to those that have worked hard over the past year to make the Houston
Wing one of the premier Wings in the CAF. Our other incumbent elected Staff deserves
many thanks also: Frank Vargas and Tammi Lockwood will continue as our very talented
XO and Finance Officer/Member Officer, respectively. Lastly, I would be remiss if I didn’t
thank all of our appointed Staff: Winona Morton as PIO and Ride Coordinator, Mike Phillips as Building and Facilities Manager, Sam Bulger as our Marketing Director, Chuck Waters as our Cadet Program Director and Michael Steiger & Ulf Brynjestad as Project Directors of the L39 & L-17 respectively. They have all done fantastic work over the past year
and deserve a big Thanks!!!

So here’s to a prosperous 2016. Let’s keep up our past efforts and by December, I am
sure we will have had another fantastic year at the Houston Wing.
John

Greetings and Happy 2016 from the new Ops Guy. As has been the
usual for the Wing over the last few years, 2015 was yet another busy one
with flyovers, airshows, local barnstorming, formation clinics and museum/
ride days at the hangar. Many thanks to former Ops Officer John Cotter for
planning the busy schedule and to Maintenance Officer Jim Placette and crew
for keeping the ships flying to meet that schedule.

Since I wasn't in any “official” capacity this last year I didn't do as well as John C does in
the note-keeping department, but here are some brief highlights from 2015: total flying for the
year was 233 hours spread over 344 flights. Looking back through the last 10 years of CAF flying
logs this is the high record for the Wing.
In March the C-60 flew her first Historic Flight Experience revenue rides out of Conroe
followed with a few more in June while in Lubbock at the Silent Wings museum. In April Sam
Bulger set up a very successful flyover for the Astros opening night, followed by the fleet headed
to Burnet for the Bluebonnet air show. August saw the C-60 and T-28 flying to Midland for the
High Sky Wing Airshow; the bomber turnout was somewhat light for the show, so the C-60 became a B-60 Bombstar to fly bomber lead information with a B-25 and A-26. Big fun!
October was a big month; after much hard work by John and Jim and some good help
from Jed Doggett, the C-60 was approved to fly jumpers. Then of course there was Wings Over
Houston; a big success but for one C-60 jumper “glitch.” Being able to fly jumpers should be a
big help with marketing the “Goodtime Gal” to airshows, so we'll see how that works out this
summer.
The rest of the fleet did quite a bit of flying, but the big surprise to me was the N3N; it
flew 42 hours for the year. People just seem to like rides in an old open cockpit biplane... and really, who wouldn't?

Here are the upcoming events for the next few months:
Feb 13: Pilot Ground School
Feb 15: Wounded Warriors flyover (date is a Monday, tentative)
Feb 23: Texas Sentinels Lock-n-Load flyover
Mar 5-6: Barnstorming with Texas Raiders at Hooks
Apr 11: Astros season opener flyover
Apr 16-17 Houston Wing Open House
Apr 23: Bluebonnet Air Show, Burnet

There are more events and airshows in the planning stages, plus don't forget about our Museum Days on the first and third Saturday of each month. Help is needed on these days from pilot(s)
to staffing the PX.
It's gonna be another busy year, so c'mon out to the hangar and lend a hand...
John

It's the start of a new exciting year and we have a few new staff
members. I am one of them. We made it through our first staff meeting
alive and there will be some new fun things planned.
Our first big event is Open House. It would be nice to see all of our members volunteer for something. I will have a sign up sheet for PX at our next meeting so I can start planning. I will order the toys this week. Our previous records show that certain toys did not sell
at open house last year. We think that's because we did not set everything out to sell. The
problem is we have limited space to display our merchandise. I would like to try to display
a little of all the different types of toys if possible to see what sells best. Knowing what sells
best helps when ordering toys. The same for tee-shirts.

I hope everyone has a great time at the Awards Banquet. If you are reading this afterwards, I hope you had a great time and please share any thoughts or ideas that will make
next year's Awards Banquet even better.
Susan

News and Other Musings
December (2015) has now passed into history. For me, December has
always been my favorite month and Christmas, my favorite time of the year,
even before I made the very welcome acquaintance of Charles Dickens and
Clement Clark Moore. Of course, meeting with the writings of those two worthy gentlemen merely served to reinforce my youthful, but, nonetheless, firm
conviction and what has remained to this day, my unaltered predilection. I
hope everyone enjoyed a Merry Christmas and may now look toward an outstanding 2016.
In the greater Houston area, although not quite descending to the unaccustomed and
for many, unwelcome polar depths of lingering frost (and its accompanying dire warnings of
death, destruction, and the frenzied protection of plants, pipes, and pets), we have flirted with
our local version of winter temperatures. For several nights running, the thermometer has actually displayed numbers below 40 degrees. As an extremely early-morning dog walker, I
have been able to experience these semi-Arctic climes, while most of the rest of the local populace remains “nestled all snug in their beds.” (See the aforementioned C.C. Moore.) At this
writing, however, we are, once again, dallying with 70-degree temperatures, doubtlessly already leaving those winter-weary souls amongst us, to lament the highly anticipated, but still
distant arrival of spring.
As the new year begins, our annual Awards Dinner is just over the horizon and will be
here before the dust settles on this edition. I hope to see some new faces – and a host of seasoned veterans - at this festive event. For those that have never attended this annual dinner, I
believe I am on solid ground in saying that you’ll be in for a treat. Not far behind that, of
course, will be our April Open House, not nearly as far-removed as one might suppose. This
means that Susan Vaculik should soon be making a plea for PX and dog tag help. Let me be
the first to volunteer to assist with the former.
I’d like to close with a brief note of farewell to our dear friend Gale Haskins, whose
December service I was, regrettably, unable to attend. Gale, every time we gaze upon that
wonderful blue and yellow PT-19, we’ll think of you. You will be missed.
Bob

And the good news is the N3N-3, PT-19A and BT-13A have all completed their annual inspections and passed on for another year of happy flying.
As you probably know, the BT-13 finally got her replacement engine. Along with that, all firewall forward hoses were replaced as were all engine mount rubber bushings. The bushings removed were the originals I installed back in 1994 or so. This is
the second engine I have installed on the BT. If you have not seen it, it is very beautiful, and
Tulsa did a fantastic job overhauling it. The engine has a 1942 serial number, and for our
1941 airplane, that is most appropriate. I look forward to years of good service from this engine.
Now the oldest engine still running is the right hand on the C-60 which was installed
around 1989. Right now it is being resealed and repainted as well as having the valve clearances checked and a very complete annual inspection. As we all know, the left engine was installed last July and only has about 12 flight hours on it. Very little needs to be done on that
engine of course. Major airframe work is going into the interior and bench attachment points.
We shall also replace the cracked co-pilot window, and the Pilot Directional Gyro is out for
repairs. The left prop governor is also out for leak repairs. Come Feb we remove and replace
the right prop due to AD requirements.
Also in Feb the AT-6A goes in for annual inspection. I know of no major problems
with her. If all goes well, the planes are done by March and I start on a T-28C that needs a
cylinder and prop AD and nose strut, so if anyone wants to help with that, see me in March.
Right now the C-60 is the main project, but we still have the L-17 to finish, and that
needs man hours. After winter maintenance and spring air shows pass, I plan the reseal the
front tanks on the C-60 and work on fuel leaks in the BT this summer. I shall also work more
on the L-17 and try and get that plane moving faster. Going into spring, all the aircraft need
to be cleaned for Open House. I shall set a schedule for that in March and April.
Also I am planning to take another shot at maintenance school. I do hope some can attend this year.
It will take again plenty of work to keep the fleet flying, but the planes get better every year,
and that makes my life easier, and maybe I can go fly too
See you at the hangar….Jim

Bell and Howell Navy Gun Camera
The Bell and Howell 16mm gun sight aim point (GSAP) camera
would faithfully serve pilots of the United States Armed Forces throughout WWII and into the post-war years. These were electronically activated camera systems, designed to generally be mounted internally in the wings of fighter and
ground attack aircraft to record details of a strike, to serve as confirmation for claims of enemy aircraft damaged or destroyed, or to scrutinize for details on new enemy equipment. A
35mm lens was most commonly found attached to the front of these cameras.
The cameras would generally activate once the pilot depressed the trigger on his control stick, recording for a per-determined amount of time before stopping automatically. The film would later be developed once the mission had ended and the details of the images would be scrutinized for important details or confirmation of a kill. If you have ever
seen gun cameras footage from the war, showing enemy aircraft being shot down, the film
was most likely captured by one of these small, internally mounted wing cameras.
The Navy also utilized this type of camera, mounted to a hand grip, for pilots to document bomb damage results. (We have a number of aerial gun photos from the pacific on
display in one of the binders in the museum that were probably taken by this type of camera.)

As part of the museum’s display featuring this Navy Gun Camera we have included a
large original (4 piece) photo of bomb damage to the island of Iwo Jima taken in late 1944.
This photo was probably taken by this type of camera mounted on a pistol grip.
Sam

A few weeks ago, Sam Hoynes reminded me to not lean back in my
chair during a meeting room (I was leaning). A few days later at the end of
a flight, Bill Schulz asked me to verify the mags were switched off after I
shut down (they were off). In both cases, these wing members were doing
exactly what all of us need to do every time we are at the hangar or on the
road. WATCH OUT FOR EACH OTHER!
If someone gets hurt in our hangar, it is not only painful for the injured person, it is
bad for the Houston Wing as an organization. Don’t worry about offending someone when
safety is involved. It doesn’t matter if you are a cadet, a pilot, a mechanic, or a cook. It
doesn’t matter if you sell shirts, sweep floors, or smash rivets. If you see something unsafe,
it is your duty as a member of the Houston Wing to speak up. And, if you are the guilty party caught doing something unsafe (like I was when leaning in my chair), say thank you to
the person who cared enough to tell you.
With this in mind, I'd like to announce our new safety contest! When you witness one of
your fellow wing members committing an act of safety, send it to me at
(safety@houstonwing.org) and I will compile all entries for the wing staff to choose a winner. Each quarter, the winning member will get to choose one of three fabulous prizes!

1.

A ten minute ride in the Houston Wing training airplane of your choice (N3N, PT-19,
BT-13, or AT-6).

2.

Your choice of any Houston Wing t-shirt.

3.

A half-hour introductory flight lesson or sightseeing flight in a classic Cessna 172.

A new winner will be announced every three months so keep watching for safe behavior in others or even report yourself!
Arne

Our young Wing members continue to be of valuable assistance in
operations, particularly during our Museum Days. On the very crowded
Museum day of December 19, Schon Cormack, Khalil Moss, Madelyn Latiolais, Hannah Haney and Fabian (and Adrian) Sisso, were most helpful in
assisting the large number of visitors who appeared. Fabian found time for a break to take
a long-awaited flight with John Cotter in the T-28.
The first Open Date of 2016, on January 2, was even busier, with an estimated
crowd of some 200 or more visitors. Schon, Fabian and Khalil were again present and of
great assistance.
The large attendance at these recent Museum days has presented numerous opportunities to highlight the Cadet program, and a number of cadet application forms have been
distributed. I am hopeful that increased enrollment in the program will ultimately result.
Chuck

Finance and Membership
2016 IS GOING TO BE A WONDERFUL YEAR FOR THE HOUSTON
WING
Hello everyone! The New Year has started out with a bang. As of the printing of the
newsletter, the Wing has raised $3950 for Bluebonnet Belle. Awesome!!! We are a heck of a
team!!!
As for the Awards Banquet, we have 83 attendees (members and cadets), which is a
18% increase over last year. Way to go!!!! There will be new members attending, along
with some of our cadets as well as there are a few visitors attending who will be bringing
their applications to become members that night.
Please take time to greet the new faces you see. ALSO, don’t forget to bring an item
for the Silent Auction and let’s see if we can exceed last year. One person’s overflow is another person’s treasure.
Now on to my pesky part of the
“job”
MEMBERSHIP DUES – I have only
received dues from half of the members. I would like to have a good up-to-date Roster out to
everyone by the first-half of February but I can’t do that without your help. If you have not
sent your dues in for the Wing, please do so no later than January 29, 2016.
A lot of members worked really hard in 2015 to get the Houston Wing known around
town and other places and it seems to be working. Our museum attendance and rides have
increased exponentially. We are being asked to do more and more flyovers for different
events, therefore we need assistance in various areas to keep this momentum rolling in 2016.
If each member could give a few hours one Saturday once a month or every other month to
the museum, px or to any of the projects we have on an ongoing basis it would be wonderful.
We are trying to put some lists together of people to e-mail/call when we need help on particular jobs.
Please talk to one of the staff members if there is something in particular you want to
be involved with. It is wonderful to see everyone at general meeting but we also need help
during the month.
I have to go but I look forward to seeing everyone this Saturday. Remember festivities
begin at 6:00 p.m. See ya there!!
Tammi

2015 was great and I want to thank everyone for their patience as we changed and updated the newsletter and website. We made a lot of improvements but we still have a long
way to go to get everything looking really good.
We are already off and running in the New Year. We have updated our Facebook presence
and made some huge changes. This will allow us to;
Add tabs - allowing people to connect to our website, make donations. Connect to rides page
Attract people other than wing members, etc…..

So with that said our new page is; https://www.facebook.com/houstonwing.caf
Please go to the new page and hit the “like” button plus save it so that you will know
where our new page is. After everyone has had time to find our new home we will be shutting down the old group.

This is our banner photo on the new FB page.
Last, but certainly not least, we are working hard to update the website also and even
though a lot of changes have been made it is still not to where it should be in order to represent such an outstanding organization. So the upcoming months will be devoted to making
sure the our website is reflective of what it should be for the Houston Wing.
Winona

"O" Club
KITCHEN NEWS
By: Winona Morton
HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

There is not a regular meeting in
January
due to the Awards Banquet
So we will see you next month on
February 21st for our regular meeting

and luncheon
See you then!

Birthdays
William "Bill" Stone
Ryan E Aamodt
Christopher Hammons
Frank Vargas, Jr
Gerald (Jerry) Withrow
William Schulz
Michael "Mike" A Phillips
John D Bixby
Carlos Sisso
Bruce A Gispanski
Susan Vaculik
Caitlin Bush

1/2
1/2
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/9
1/15
1/19
1/22
1/24
1/31
1/31

Staff Directory
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Finance Officer
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Museum and Collections Officer
Marketing Officer
Operations Officer
Personnel Officer
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PX Officer
Safety Officer

Col John Cotter
Col Frank Vargas
Col Bob Linguiti
Col Chuck Waters
Col Tammi Lockwood
Col Jim Placette
Col Sam Hoynes
Col Sam Bulgar
Col John Bixby
Col Tammi Lockwood
Col Winona Morton
Col Susan Valucik
Col Arne Aamodt
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exec@houstonwing.org
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cadets@houstonwing.org
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maintenance@houstonwing.org
museum@houstonwing.org
marketing@houstonwing.org
ops@houstonwing.org
membership@houstonwing.org
editor@houstonwing.org
px@houstonwing.org
safety@houstonwing.org
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