
From the Cockpit: 

  

“You can never cross the ocean until you have the courage 

to lose sight of the shore” 

-Christopher Columbus 

 

 This year on February 5, SpaceX launched its Falcon Heavy 

Lift rocket from the Kennedy Space Center Launch Complex 39A at 

Cape Canaveral in Florida. The first stage launch vehicle consisted of 

three modified Falcon 9 rockets strapped together in a similar fashion 

as the Space Shuttle i.e. two of them were side mounted boosters. On 

most test flights a payload weight of concrete or cheap metal is used 

however, SpaceX CEO Elon Musk decided to launch his Tesla Road-

ster into space on this test flight. You can go to YouTube and see the 

launch and a live feed of the Roadster as it coasts on its way towards 

the asteroid belt and loops back to Earth. After doing their job, the 

booster rockets detached from the main rocket and flew themselves ba-

sically in freefall, back to the Cape and landed upright on specially pre-

pared pads. This allows the motors, nine in each rocket, to be reused 

for future missions lowering the costs. If all of that isn’t cool enough, 

do you know the name of the 27 rocket motors used in the First Stage? 

They are Merlins of course!   

 

 I bring up this milestone event to illustrate what companies 

with vision, hardworking people and freedom can do. SpaceX is a pri-

vate company in the United States of America. If WWII had gone a 

different direction would we have the freedom to do epic things like 

this? If American ingenuity and industry didn’t step up and contribute 

to the war effort of the 1940’s and soldiers didn’t sacrifice for the free-

doms we have today would there be a cherry red Tesla Roadster in 

space today?  

February 19   
Four-ship flyover for 
AJGA 
 
April 7   
Barnstorm Texas 
Raiders, Conroe 
Airport  
 
April 14-15   
Wing Open House at 
West Houston Airport  
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 The CAF mission is to acquire, restore, maintain and fly aircraft to tell the stories of 

WWII and beyond. This is accomplished by motivated volunteers willing to give their time and 

resources to further the CAF mission. The Houston Wing does a pretty good job at this. Our air-

craft primarily consist of primary, basic and advanced trainers. Almost all pilots that flew the 

large bombers, fighters, or transport planes of the 1940’s started out in trainers such as ours – eve-

ry one of them. We support aircraft that birthed pilots, lots and lots of pilots. Stewardship of these 

planes takes time, money and sweat equity.  

We will be focusing on catering to our historical aircraft and the CAF mission this year. There are 

several ongoing projects at the hangar so if you would like to help out, please show up on Satur-

day mornings and we will find a place for you to help out. Please be persistent as it takes time for 

us to get to know you as well as you to know us. Together we can keep our history alive. 

L-39 project 

 A few years ago, the Houston Wing had a fuselage section of an L-39 jet donated to us. 

We put the fuselage on a trailer with the intent of converting it to a display that visitors could sit 

in and get some ‘cockpit time’. The Wing is looking for a member to help clean up and paint the 

cockpits so we can use the L-39 for our museum days. Please contact me if you are interested in 

working on this project. We need a project leader and some adult members to work on this project 

on Saturdays. 

Open House/Warbird Weekend  

Our annual Open House/Warbird Weekend will be held the weekend of April 14-15 this year. The 

Warbird Weekend is the time of year we try to earn most of our money to operate the hangar. We 

are expecting large crowds this year. Please sign up to help for this event. If you can only make 

one day that is no problem, we need all volunteers to participate. There is a signup sheet in the 

meeting room with various places you can help out. If you are unable to sign up directly, contact 

myself or Tammi Lockwood and let us know when you can help. 

 

Be safe and have some fun! 

Stan- 



  

 

 The flying season is a moving train and you can get on board or be 
dragged.  I’m still being dragged a little but I’m catching up!  
January was mostly a maintenance and planning month but our airplanes 
could still star in a photo shoot held in the hangar on January 27.   

 
 Houston Wing Pilot Ground School was held 10 February and was very well at-
tended.  Wing Staff is planning on a lot of flying activities this year and we’re still 
working out the details. 
 
In the near term we have: 
 
February 19   Four-ship flyover for AJGA 
April 7   Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, Conroe Airport  
April 14-15   Wing Open House at West Houston Airport  
 
 
Thanks again for all your support for the Wing and for me as your Operations Officer 
in 2018.  
 
Nathan 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ops Update 



  

Maintenance 

  

 

Good winter Houston Wing 

Members. 

And what a winter it has been. Is 

there no end? I think there will be and spring 

will come. In the meantime, maintenance goes 

on. 

The long annual on the BT-13 is nearing com-

pletion. Also only fabric repairs are left on the 

N3N to complete along with some minor other 

repairs. The C-60 is ready for another propeller 

test and run up after the batteries are serviced 

again. The PT-19 demating of the center section 

and fuselage will be happening before the 

month ends. The PT's engine is being worked 

on, and the carb should be back soon. The pro-

peller is still waiting. The tedious job of clean-

ing and painting the fuselage structure will 

begin soon.  Supplies are coming in for the fab-

ric and wood work on the fuselage. The AT-6 

will be needing annual soon.  

Tomorrow, as I type this, will be the Hangar 

Dance. Plenty of work has gone into that and 

many thanks to Suzie and the crew who help. 

Next big thing is Warbird Weekend around here 
and cleaning of the planes will be necessary to 
get them ready to display to the public. And 

with the hopefully better weather, we can start 
flying again.  

 

Jim 

 

 

 First off, I would like to 
give thanks to all of the Colonels 

who have provided valuable input 
into key safety initiatives over the past few 
weeks and I am looking forward to continued 

help/input as we work to build the best safety 
culture possible for the Houston Wing.   

 Some of the ‘hot button’ items, which 
have been discussed recently, are ramp safety 

as well as safety measures necessary to prevent 
unauthorized access to wing and/or personal 
aircraft.  We will continue to address these 

concerns and adapt our protocol to ensure that 
we take the correct posture necessary to be in-
viting during our museum days as well as our 

upcoming open house while maintaining pru-
dent safety measures.    

 Expect relevant training opportunities 
to come down the pipeline over the upcoming 

weeks, which will address these concerns.   

 

Remember, everyone is a safety.  If you see a 

potential safety hazard, stop.  Say something.    

 

Mike 

   

Safety Update 



Museum Update 
Museum Open Saturdays - Volunteers Needed 

 In January of 2012 we decided to open the Hangar and Museum to the public the first and 

third Saturdays of each month from 10:00 until 3:00.     

A team of six volunteers formed and we spent time learning the stories behind our museum exhibits 

and then we set up a schedule of which Saturdays we would cover.   

At first we decided to try to have at least two volunteers at the Hangar on Open Saturdays to handle 

visitors, and to work on the Museum.   This worked for the first year or so when our attendance 

ranged from 2 to 10 people showing up on our open Saturdays. 

Move Forward 6 Years  

 In the 6 years we have been opening the museum and hangar to visitors things have changed.  

Instead of 2 - 20 people visiting on Open Saturdays we have from 20 – 150 people in attendance and 

two volunteers can no longer handle the crowd of visitors we find ourselves with.   Our current core 

museum volunteer group consists of Sam Hoynes, Jim Buser, Jason Delaney, Chuck Waters, Rich-

ard Hamilton and Bruce Thomas and this group’s availability has been strained by flooded homes 

and other issues.   In addition we get help from new volunteers Craig Prigdeon, Howard Quoyeser, 

Jason Haney, Brian Kosior and by our Cadets and general membership who step in to help when 

needed. 

 We have given up on the scheduling and we all try to be there on Open Saturdays because it 

takes most of us to adequately manage our visitors when we have large attendance, plus it gets us 

involved in other hangar activities. 

This team of volunteers also hosts groups (School, Church, Scout, Senior Citizens, etc.) of visitors 

throughout the year during the week and on weekends by appointment.   

OUR TEAM OF MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS NEEDS ADDITIONAL MEMBERS! 

If you are a new or existing Wing member (or member’s spouse), and would like to learn more 

about the Wing and to get involved in our activities, we would like to have you.   If you can find 

time to spend one or more Saturday a month at the hangar from 10:00 to 3:00 we will train you to be 

a docent.    You will learn about the museum exhibits, our aircraft and the CAF and be ready to 

share this knowledge with our visitors.  It can be hectic but also a lot of fun. 

Contact Sam Hoynes (281-703-4950 or by email:  s.h.hoynes@sbcglobal.net if you are interested in 

participating in the Museum’s Open Saturday team. 

Sam 



As the Wing Flies 
 Welcome back sports fans to the current installment of the ever electrifying marketing re-

port for February.  The marketing department is working hard to find that spark that will bring suc-

cess to the wing.  Have you noticed the corny electrical jokes? 

 At the end of 2017 the marketing/graphics department has been busy this time developing a 

new and improved program sponsorship sales package.  We have created this package to sell ad-

vertising in the Warbird Weekend handout program.  The goal is to be a small profit center for the 

event and to give our guests literature about the wing and give a platform for our sponsors to show-

case their services.  Employers can be great sponsors for our museum activities.  If you would like 

to help your favorite wing in the CAF world please feel free to contact me and I’ll get you sponsor 

package.   

 In addition to the Warbird Weekend activities the marketing department is busy sending out 

flyover proposals for the first half of the year. 

If you have any comments or need any information contact me at wohphotopit@gmail.com or 832-

859-1164. 

 
EVENT     AIRCRAFT   STATUS 
 
February 19

th
     AT-6, BT-13    Confirmed 

Flyover-AJGA 
 
March 8

th
     AT-6, BT-13    Possible 

Flyover-Kemah 
 
April 1

st
     AT-6, BT-13    No answer 

Flyover-Houston Open 
 
April 2

nd
      AT-6, BT-13    Declined 

Flyover-Houston Astros 
 
April 7

th
 in Conroe w/ TR   AT-6, BT-13, N3N   Confirmed 

(PX and ground support) 
 
April 22

nd
       AT-6, BT-13    No answer 

Flyover-Royal Purple Raceway 
 
April 27

th
      AT-6, BT-13    No answer 

Flyover-Skeeters 
 
May 28

th
     AT-6, BT-13    Tentative 

Flyover-Sugarland/Memorial Oaks 

mailto:wohphotopit@gmail.com


Around the Hangar 



 



 



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col Stan Turner wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Craig Pridgeon adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Cadet Program Officer Col Robert Plunket cadets@houstonwing.org 

Development Officer  Col Sam Bulger development@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Education Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col Nathan Harnagel ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Michael Kannapel  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

 

    MARCH MENU 

 

It looks like we are still going to have cooler 

weather in March so let’s so some 

Southern Comfort   

Warm the Tummy Food 

 

Bring your Favorite Stews, Soups, Goulash, 

Beans, Chili whatever your favorite warm the 

tummy food is!!!! 

 

We will have the spoons and bowls! 

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

See you there! 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

 

Roger Morris 3/1 

Charles Hutchins 3/1 

Mark Johnson 3/3 

Denise Walker 3/6 

Daniel Gould 3/7 

John Szalkowski 3/9 

Michael 

(Reltney) Steiger 3/10 

Kenneth 

"Ken" Hyman 3/10 

Jeffrey Foltz 3/13 

Daniel Collins 3/13 

Arne Aamodt 3/15 

Fabian Sisso 3/15 

Harmony Coates 3/15 

Daniel Leone 3/17 

Gary Hurta 3/21 

Jason Delaney 3/25 

James Szymanski 3/27 

Michael  White 3/27 

Kevin Phillips 3/29 


