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Slips & Skids
From the Cockpit:

A little chilly in the
skies this time of
year to being flying,
we will pick up again
in the Spring!

Time to do some
maintenance on the
planes.

I’m sitting in a wonderful middle seat at 36,000
on a United Airlines 737 jetting to meet many of our
friends at the International Council of Airshows (ICAS)
convention in Las Vegas. This is the convention where
all the airshow acts and airshow promoters get together
to work up next years airshow schedules for the US and Canada. So I
thought this would be a good time to review our 2017 at the Houston
Wing.
Our 2017 included many activities; joining our friends with
Gulf Coast Wing when they rolled out the new paint and updated nose
art on Texas Raiders, hosting many successful and well attended museum days, making progress on many projects in/around the hangar, hosting a very successful Open House, attending air-shows around TX &
LA, helped host the Wings Over Houston Airshow, flew many passenger rides while barnstorming with Texas Raiders and throwing a fun
filled member appreciation day. But that is just a small list of the activities that took place in 2017 and hopefully with 2018 we will expand
on those.
We have come up with a plan to get the PT19 back in the air.
Our little trainer’s engine has started using a little too much oil, so a
new engine is being sourced. There is also a repair to the leading edge
of the wing that needs to be accomplished along with new fabric covering on the fuselage. Ed Vesely has agreed to lead our PT team and
work with Mike Steiger, Ryszard Zadow, Stan Turner and Jim as the
primary team. If you’re interested in helping this team, please contact
me or Ed.
Ulf’s team is making progress on the L17 project. Ryszard has
returned from his adventure of racing airplanes in Thailand and has rejoined the group to help formulate a plan to get the airplane and wing
mated together in short order. We now have a Facebook page dedicated to the restoration of the L-17. So if you’re on Facebook, please take
a minute to like their page and share it with your friends.

https://www.facebook.com/navionrestoration/
As you know, we have been asking for a few months for a volunteer to step forward to be our
Cadet Coordinator. I am very happy to announce that Robert Plunkett has agreed to take that roll for
the Houston Wing. Robert has been a member of the Wing for a few years and is very eager to get
started. So if you’re a cadet (or cadet’s parent), please be on the lookout for information from Robert
about the cadet program!
Don’t forget our annual Awards Banquet. The day is fast approaching: January 20, 2018 at
the Westin Memorial City. Look for the RSVP to be blast-mailed to your email very soon. Please
return them along with payment to Kathleen Brown no later than January 10th.
This will be my last update as Wing Leader as my term is ending, but I have really enjoyed
my time as the Wing Leader for the Houston Wing. I want to thank each of you for your support during my time as the Leader. The Houston Wing is in a good position to make some great things happen in the future because of the hard work and dedication by each of you. Please continue to give the
same support to the incoming and remaining Staff volunteers in the New Year.
John C.

Ops Update

Greetings again from Flight Ops,
So here's December and pretty much the end of our flying season; our barnstorm
events are done for the year and we have but one more flyover to do. Over the next few months our
flying will limited to occasional training/proficiency hops and possibly a paid ride or two while the
airplanes cycle through winter maintenance.
On Dec 2 we did a flyover for a veterans event at the battleship USS Texas with a 4-ship formation,
Scott (SNJ), Ole (Ace), Dave (T-34) and Greg (Navion). Scott led the flight for multiple passes over
the ship; our contact on the ground said it was the nicest flyover he’s seen yet. Great job guys! Coming up on Dec 16 is our last flyover of the year for the Wreaths Across America event at the Houston
National Cemetery. We’ll put up a 6-ship for this one; Nathan, Skip, Stu, Ole, Greg and Dave, 4 AT6s, Navion and T-34.
For a quick recap on the past year, our flying schedule was reduced a bit from the last few years; a
big part of that was a somewhat reduced airshow schedule. Several of the smaller Texas shows didn't
happen this year, while others had budget issues and couldn't afford to bring us in. Also, several of
our barnstorm/ride events were canceled due to the Big Green Airplane having maintenance issues.
But even so, we still flew a good number of paid rides, numerous flyovers, plus several new pilots
have checked out in the PT-19 and BT-13.
This will be the end of my term as Flight Ops Officer; it's been a fun two years, but it's time to pass
the reins to Nathan Harnagel as our “New and Improved!” Flight Ops guy, and I’m confident that
he’ll do a fantastic job at it.
Thanks, and I’ll see y’all around the hangar!
John B

Maintenance

Happy Holidays Houston Wing Members!

For us in maintenance, it is time for work though. Right now the BT-13 is undergoing Annual inspection and fuel tank reseal. Also the PT-19 is scheduled for Annual, wing repair, engine
change and recover of the fuselage. The N3N is scheduled for Annual, fabric repair and propeller
repaint. The C-60 has a left propeller not coming out of feather, and the right is now due AD compliance. The AT-6 will be needing an Annual in Feb., so that one is just getting maintenance as necessary. This is the time of year we get all the planes ready for next year. We work hard on correcting
every little problem. Of course that does not assure a whole year of no maintenance. Flying airplanes require constant care, and that is what keeps them flying.
But that is not all I am doing right now, also the Hangar Dance next February is high on my
priority list. It is the first fund raising event of 2018, and I hope the members will come to the party.
It is also open to the public to raise money and fill seats. And it is a fun evening for all.
With real winter weather around here, maintenance gets even harder. The mild winters we
normally have make things go quickly, but when it drops below 40 degrees, things get much harder.
Resealing fuel tanks cannot occur as it takes a minimum of 50 degrees to cure sealant. This complicates getting things done. Also all chemicals make your hands colder. It is the most unpleasant time
to work, but we keep on. Maintenance does not stop for cold, rain or hot and humid. It is just how it
is…..

Jim P.

Christmas on the WWII Home Front
 During World War II Christmas trees were in short supply because of
a lack of manpower to cut the trees down and a shortage of railroad space
to ship the trees to market. Americans rushed to buy American-made Visca artificial trees.

 In 1941, a five-foot Christmas tree could be purchased for 75 cents.

 The shortage of materials—like aluminum and tin—used to produce
ornaments led many people to make their own ornaments at home. Magazines contained patterns for ornaments made out of non-priority war materials, like paper, string, and natural objects, such as pinecones or nuts.

 Electric bubble lights were created during the 1940s and remain popular even today.

 To give their Christmas tree a snow-covered effect, people mixed a box of Lux soap powder with two cups of
water and brushed the concoction on the branches of their tree.

 Fewer men at home resulted in fewer men available to dress up and play Santa Claus. Women served as substitute Santa's at Saks Fifth Avenue in New York City and at other department stores throughout the United States.

 “I’ll Be Home For Christmas” and “White Christmas”
were both written during the 1940s and quickly gained
popularity with the war-weary, but optimistic, population.
 Travel during the holidays was limited for most families due
to the rationing of tires and gasoline. Americans saved up their
food ration stamps to provide extra food for a fine holiday meal.

 Many Americans threw their German blown-glass orna-

ments and exotic Japanese ornaments in the trash as soon as
the war began. Shortly after the war, Corning Glass Company in
New York began mass- producing Christmas tree balls using
machines designed to produce light bulbs. Corning could make
more ornaments in a single minute than a German cottage glass
blower could make in a whole day.

Happy Holidays from

The National WWII Museum

Museum News
World War II on the home front: Rationing
(This is the third and last in a series of articles about rationing during WWII.
Our Wing’s museum has a good collection of ration books and examples of
rationing in the home front display cabinet and in the Black Binder on the table in the museum.)
Price controls
During World War I, food shortages had pushed prices up and created hardships for people
in the U.S. In World War II, the government combined rationing with price controls — limits on
what people could charge for various goods — in hopes of keeping the cost of living reasonable.
This poster urged people not to undermine price controls by paying premiums for black-market
goods outside the rationing system.

Take this pledge
Homemakers were asked to pledge their support for rationing: “I pay no more than top legal
prices. I accept no rationed goods without giving up ration stamps.” Buying only one’s “fair share”
became a patriotic duty.

Victory gardens
People could avoid the limits imposed by rationing — and save food for soldiers — by planting “victory gardens.” Some 20 million Americans planted gardens in their backyards, in empty lots,
and on the rooftops of city buildings.

Home canning
Home-canned goods were exempted from the limits imposed by rationing, and victory gardeners were urged to grow enough fruits and vegetables to put aside for winter. Government pamphlets and agents of state agricultural extension services taught them how to
can produce at home. This photograph was part of an instructional booklet published by the
U.S. Office of War Information in 1943.

Sugar for canning
But canning required sugar, and sugar, too, was rationed. Women who canned
could receive additional sugar, but they had to complete a special application. Canners certified that they expected to can a given quantity of fruit in the coming year and would can
four quarts of fruit per pound of sugar allotted.

Salvaging waste fats
Women were urged to save waste fat and greases and return them to butchers. The poster on
the counter in this photograph announced that the butcher would pay for the fat and sell it to rendering plants so that it could be processed into explosives. Since meats, oils, and butter were all rationed, women had to re-use fat for frying as often as possible before collecting it in a can and turning it.
“Pass the Grease and Make the Ammunition”
“One Tablespoonful of kitchen grease fires five bullets.” “One pound of kitchen fats makes
enough dynamite to blow up a bridge.” Slogans like these prompted housewives to salvage cooking fats. In June of 1942, a national volunteer program was begun for collection – but it still wasn’t
enough. To reward collection, starting in December of 1943, and housewives received 2 red ration
points and 4 cents for each pound of waste grease they turned in.

Around the Hangar

Danny Perry visited the hangar

Ed Vesely and John Cotter at ICAS convention

This year’s Member Appreciation in November was a huge success, we had perfect weather to be
gathered at the Hangar and enjoy each others company…...

Our Marshall's came out took care of getting the flights in and our safely and at the same time started training a new group of Cadet Marshall’s.

Don’t forget members it is almost

Dance and Dinner Tickets would make great
Christmas gifts……..

Tickets can be purchased on our website
or you can contact Jim for tickets also..

"O" Club

Birthdays

KITCHEN NEWS
BY: Winona Morton

December
Is our Annual

Chili Cook Off
So dig out that family favorite
or maybe
your award winning
chili recipe
and bring us a pot full of goodness
to try and vote on!

See you there!

Ryan
William "Bill"
Christopher
Frank
Gerald (Jerry)
William
Samuel
Brian
Michael
F. Buck
John
Vincent
Carlos
Robert
Bruce
Chris
Caitlin
Susan
Anthony

Aamodt
Stone
Hammons
Vargas, Jr.
Withrow
Schulz
Gorski
Ricketts
Phillips
Willis
Bixby
Leone
Sisso
Parrish
Gispanski
Dunin
Bush
Vaculik
Bohnert

1/2
1/2
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/9
1/11
1/14
1/15
1/16
1/19
1/21
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/31
1/31
1/31

Staff Directory
Wing Leader
Executive Officer
Adjutant
Finance Officer
Maintenance Officer
Museum and Collections Officer
Marketing Officer
Operations Officer
Personnel Officer
Public Information Officer
PX Officer
Safety Officer

Col John Cotter
Col Frank Vargas
Col Craig Pridgeon
Col Tammi Lockwood
Col Jim Placette
Col Sam Hoynes
Col Sam Bulgar
Col John Bixby
Col Tammi Lockwood
Col Winona Morton
Col Susan Vaculik
Col Arne Aamodt

wingleader@houstonwing.org
exec@houstonwing.org
adjutant@houstonwing.org
finance@houstonwing.org
maintenance@houstonwing.org
museum@houstonwing.org
marketing@houstonwing.org
ops@houstonwing.org
membership@houstonwing.org
editor@houstonwing.org
px@houstonwing.org
safety@houstonwing.org

