Houston Wing CAF
December 2016
Volume 12 , Issue 1

Slips & Skids
From the Cockpit:

December 17, 2017 Wreaths across
America
January 21, 2017 Awards Banquet
February 11, 2017 -

December is upon us and I for one am already
tired of winter, but that’s Ok, because we all know that
100 degree days are on their way. One would think that
now that airshow season has come to a close, that the
Wing activities would slow, but that is not the case. Jim
and Suzi are hard at work in the corner of the hangar getting the C60 airworthy again. Ulf and his team are
spooling up the Navion work now that it is cooler in the hangar. We
are getting quotes for the BT13 work. Winter inspections are taking
place. The R985 refurbishment work continues for Craig and his team
of volunteers. Painting has taken place in the downstairs hall (Thanks
Sam and Stan). And pilot training continues (though a little more
slowly as the instructors have had many work conflicts). So if you are
looking for something to do around the hangar, please jump in with
both feet. Any staff member can help if you have any questions.

Hangar Dance
Don’t forget about our participation in the 12 Planes of Christmas with our BT13. This is a fantastic oppor tunity to suppor t a
new educational program and to get our airplane refreshed and updated. Though the project will cost about $30,000, we are trying to raise
$12,500 with the 12 Planes of Christmas drive. We have matching
funds in place for $1600, so effectively any qualifying dollars donated
up to the $1600 will be doubled. Any money donated towards this
fundraiser can be deducted from your taxes. Let’s show CAF HQ how
generous the Houston Wing can be. Click the following link to donate:
Plane 11 - BT13
Our annual Awards Banquet is coming up on January 21, 2017.
It will take place at the Westin Memorial City (same venue as the past
two years). By now, you should have received the blast mail with
event information and the menu selections. Please return your menu
choices with payment as soon as possible to Kathleen Brown. This is
always a fun event and I would love to see all the Wing members come
out to congratulate our award winners and enjoy a fun evening with our
friends. Don’t forget to contact Tammi about your silent auction
items!

Our Ops Officer, John Bixby is already hard at work talking with airshows for 2017. As we
get confirmation on events, we will publish them in the newsletter and on our Wing web-site. But in
the mean time, the only upcoming flying event is the Wreathes across America flyover next Saturday,
December 17 (we originally had this on the schedule for December 10, but there was a mix up in communication that was corrected). We are checking calendars for a good day to hold the annual pilot
ground school, but haven’t set it in stone yet, but expect sometime in February.
We should have our election results at the Wing meeting on the 18th at 2:00pm. Don’t forget
that at this meeting we will have our annual Chili-Cook Off. Drag out those crock pots and the secret
recipes. Even if you don’t have a double-secret chili recipe, you can bring a dessert to cool off all
those chili induced burning sensations.
It sure is hard to believe that it has been a year since you entrusted me to lead the Wing, but
the past year has flown past. The Wing has a great team of volunteers and has accomplished a lot and
we have a lot to look forward to in 2017. I want to thank each and everyone of the Wing Staff for
their hard work this year and especially thank all of you, the Wing members, for all that you do everyday to make the Houston Wing better. Happy Holidays to all.
John C

PX

Maintenance
Winter maintenance is in
full swing. The BT-13 annual is
completed, and as expected, the
aircraft had no major problems.
The upper cowling received some minor sheet
metal repairs, but that was the only thing that
she needed. The PT-19 annual will be completed by Saturday Dec 10, and that plane will be
receiving new seat belts and shoulder harnesses. That plane is the last in our fleet to have the
seat belts done. Next will be the N3N, and that
completes all CAF annuals for 2016.
The C-60 seat frame parts are being
made currently and welding will start again this
December. Thanks to Chris Marz for taking
care of the water jet cutting of the parts. Completion of the C-60 is looking like late in January. The right propeller is still requiring some
attention. That work continues. With all the
singles operational, I then can work on the February hangar dance. Tickets for the dance are
available through me. I only have a limited
number as seating is limited. I wish to thank all
my helpers and everyone who comes out to the
hangar to clean and care for these historical
machines. Without you, the CAF could not be
the great organization it is. Keep up the good
work. Have a Merry Christmas and look forward to working with you all in 2017…
Jim

Hello, I hope you are enjoying the cooler weather. I
would like to take a moment to
thank the following PX, dog tag,
L-39 and BT-13 volunteers for
their hard work and participation
at Wings Over Houston Airshow
at Ellington Field Airport. Thanks to: Mary
Nygren, Connie Stone, Joe Kudrna, Ken
Snyder, Chris (cadet) and Mike Dunin, Van
Lee (cadet), Roland Grenzebach, Mike White,
Chris Hammons, Linda Bush, George (cadet)
and Marbella Chapman, Gary and Joyce Hurta, Clay (cadet) and Chuck Waters, Steve Helman, Don and John Singletary, Robert Plunkett, Jim Placette, Hanna (cadet) and Jason
Haney, Tammi Lockwood, Winona Morton,
Kristy Maslanka, Brian Kosior, Fabian (cadet)
and Carlos Sisso, Ryan Aamodt (cadet), Keith
Newman, Rafael Rodriguez (cadet), Soren
Larson (cadet), Harmony (cadet), Shirley and
Ken Hyman, Erin Seidemann, Ken Snyder,
Bob Linguiti, Sam Hoynes, Jim Buser and all
who helped transport PX with their vehicles.
I could not have done it without all of
you, especially Bob Linguiti and Sam Hoynes
for your behind the scenes help as well. Please
forgive me if I have missed any one.
The beautiful weather and Blue Angels
brought out huge crowds which kept us very
busy. We sold out of all adult Official W.O.H.
tee-shirts and caps. We still have W.O.H. toddler tee-shirts and youth caps. Your support is
a big help in the success of the Wing. The financial results were shared at the wing meeting. If you missed the meeting you can contact
me for the results.
Thank you all very much for your hard
work, support, advice and signing up. As a
team we made it very successful. Great Job!!!
Susan

Houston Wing member visits WWII History in the Pacific
Houston Wing Member, John Woolsey, standing on part of the Burma – Siam “Death Railway” and on the famous “The Bridge over the River Kwai” in Kanchanaburi Thailand that were built
by Australian, British, Dutch and American POWs during WWII causing 13,000 allied fatalities.

John is one of our Houston Wing members (notice his Wing Shirt in the photos) who is presently teaching English in the Kanchanaburi area and while there he is seeing the sights.

Posted by Sam Hoynes

Museum News - New Display Cases
Just before Thanksgiving we acquired two new Display Cases for the museum. These cases
were built to our specifications by my brother-in-law, Jim Schemel, in his cabinet company, “Last
Detail”, in Phoenix. These display cases were built for the cost of materials and include LED lighting, which we may try to incorporate into our existing display cabinets next year.
These new display cases sit back to back in the middle of the museum replacing one of our
older antique display cases and they give us 32 feet of display space which we badly needed.

We were able to move the Aircraft Recognition display to the new display space along with
a totally new display on “Civil Defense” and another on “Wings Cigarettes”. Other space will be
filled in soon but currently display some aircraft models and some more of our bayonet collection.

Other changes to the museum displays will be highlighted next month. Come take a look at
the changes taking place in our Wing’s museum.
Sam Hoynes

Around the Hangar
Frank Vargas with the help of Jeremy installed the concrete wheel stops in the recently
painted parking stalls. They will be painted white in the near future to provide contrast with the
surrounding concrete. Until such time please exercise caution when walking in the parking area.

Don’t forget members it is

Contact Jim for tickets

As the Wing Flies
Throughout the year - 2016

December/January Birthdays

We are posting the December and January birthdays so we will now be ahead a month on
the birthdays in the future.
Stan Turner

12/5

Richard Hamilton

12/8

William "Bill" Roach
Ruth Tucker
Roland Grenzebach
Noel "Rich" Welsh

12/11
12/22
12/23
12/25

Kathleen "Patches"
Sandy Lee

12/26
12/27

Ryan Aamodt
William "Bill" Stone

1/2
1/2

Christopher Hammons

1/5

Frank Vargas, Jr.

1/6

Gerald (Jerry) Withrow
William Schulz
Brian Ricketts
Michael "Mike" Phillips
F. Buck Willis
John Bixby
Vincent Leone
Carlos Sisso
Robert Parrish
Bruce Gispanski
Chris Dunin
Caitlin Bush
Susan Vaculik

1/7
1/9
1/14
1/15
1/16
1/19
1/21
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/25
1/31
1/31

"O" Club

Bits & Pieces

KITCHEN NEWS
BY: Winona Morton

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

December
Is our Annual

Chili Cook Off

Christmas Tree is Up in the O Club

So dig out that family favorite

Walmart gift cards under the tree
would be very helpful!

or maybe
your award winning
chili recipe
and bring us a pot full of goodness
to try and vote on!

See you there!
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