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Well, we made it to August. Unfortunately we are still enduring the
scorching heat of a normal Texas summer. As hot as it is, it still hasn’t kept
our airplanes on the ground. Historic Flight Experiences are being flown
and training is still taking place with new pilots being added to our ranks.
Several Houston Wing members made the annual trek to Oshkosh. While at Oshkosh, John Bixby and I attended one of the CAF shindigs that took place on Wednesday
evening. This was a great event and was the announcement of a new program being organized by CAF HQ. They are interested in using the very successful Red Tail Rise Above
exhibit as a model and applying what has been learned from that fantastic endeavor and tell
a new Rise Above story. The story that has been chosen is the story of the WASP’s. Following is a web link to the project: http://riseabovewasp.org
When talking with the organizers from HQ, I expressed my desire to have the Houston Wing be a part of this program (hopefully with one of our airplanes). They were very
excited to hear that we would like to be involved and I will be letting you all know more details as they come out on what our involvement will be.
Another topic, that even though it’s only August, that we need to cover is the upcoming election. This time around we will need to fill the following positions: Executive Officer (XO), Finance Officer, and Adjutant. We need to staff our Nominating Committee
with three volunteers. The Nominating Committee selects the nominees and submits those
selections to HQ for review. We will also need an Election Committee that will be responsible for conducting the Wing election meeting. So if you are interested in helping with either
committee, please drop me an email, as I would like to staff these committees by our August
Wing meeting (August 21 at 2:00pm).
Help me, welcome Jason Haney, to the position of Cadet Coordinator and also Mike
Dunin as Assistant Coordinator. They are both looking forward to assisting the Cadets in becoming more active in the Wing.
One last update fresh off the presses: We are having a Wings Over Houston work day
at building 125 at the Ellington Airport on Saturday, September 17th starting at 8:00 a.m. It
should be finished around 12:00 p.m. We need volunteers to help as the airshow is our single greatest source of revenue for the year. Our participation in preparation and workdays,
along with helping at the actual airshow is what ensures that revenue stream.
John C.

John Cotter checking out the plane at Oshkosh

So the last month has been pretty quiet for flying… wanna know
why? It’s too darn hot! That's my theory anyway. We haven't had any airshows, flyovers or barnstorming lately, so mainly our July flying has been
some flight training here and there and flying revenue rides; Winona has
been doing a great job of selling the rides and Jim and his maintenance team have done a stellar job of keeping 'em flying!

Coming up in August and September;

Aug 27-28 Midland Airsho. AT-6, T-28.
Sept 9-10

Bluebonnet Airshow, Burnet. All trainers attending.

It’s still a bit of a thin schedule, but then again, August is still going to be a wee bit
warm. This a short update, but that’s about it for this month… see ya at the hangar!
John B

Well, the good news and bad news are the same…for those wanting
to turn a wrench right now, the bad news is the planes are all flying, less the
C-60. That also is the good news for pilots and the ride program, as well as
for yours truly. I am flying now more than ever, but that does not stop the
occasional repair. For example, the BT-13 received new seat belts and shoulder harnesses
procured by your wing leader. Also I am lending a hand to the Navion project as well. I am
also working on adding to our spare parts department with some much needed items I found
online.
But soon the quiet time will turn into more work. Fall air show season is poised to
begin in Sept, and it will be a new challenge to keep 'em flyin' like in the spring. Extra effort
will need to be put forward to keep the planes clean too. I know I can count on my team to do
that. I also start preparations for the winter hangar dance about this time.
The main project for the near time is getting the C-60 back in the air. Also Stan's T28C is about ready to fly again too. The Navion will need plenty of help to get finished next
year. I do hope we can make that happen. I thank you all for your assistance and keep up the
good work.
Jim P.
See you around the hangar

On Saturday, July 23rd we had a scheduled visit from a Cub Scout
Troop that hoped to have close to 50 scouts and associated parents in two
shifts. (As it turned out we ended up with a somewhat smaller group of
scouts and parents but they all had a good time at the hangar.)
When this visit came closer we discovered that most of our normal museum volunteers were either out of town or unable to cover this planned scout visit.
What is surprising and I find exciting is that I was able to reach out to our general membership and cadets and was able to find people who were glad to step in and handle this scout
visit.
I want to thank Richard Hamilton, Jim Buser, Jason Delaney, Jeremy Wright, Craig
Prigdeon, Mike Hiner, Carlos Sisso, Jason Haney and Chris Dunin (Cadet) for coming forward to make this Scout visit a success. In addition, I wanted to thank Arne Aamodt who
came out and took the T-6 out for one pattern so the scouts could see the aircraft start, taxi
and fly.

As we continue to get more and varied groups wanting to visit the hangar and museum and
as our Open Saturdays continue to be busy, it is great to see that many members and cadets
are willing to help the museum crew when needed. All of these Wing personnel know our
aircraft and the museum well enough so that they can easily handle visiting guests.

Sam H.

Greetings! For those of you that don’t know me, I’d like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Jason Haney, and I was recently elected to assume the role of Cadet Coordinator. Chuck Waters has
done an outstanding job in the formation and operation of the cadet program, and I am
honored to have been chosen to follow him in directing continued successes in the future.
As our cadet count is currently at 21 and growing, the wing staff decided that it
would be beneficial to the program to create an assistant cadet coordinator position; Mike
Dunin was chosen to assume that position. Mike and I met in July to discuss the possibilities for the program, future projects, and events the cadets have the opportunity to take
part in. We agreed that the first order of business was to contact each of the cadets by
email to introduce ourselves. The email also included an invitation to a cadet meeting at
3:00 on the 21st of August, right after the monthly wing meeting. We then followed up by
making a personal phone call to each of the cadets to introduce ourselves and again mention the cadet meeting. We are hopeful that the email and the follow up phone call will increase the attendance at the cadet meeting.

As the father of a teenager, I know that one of the main obstacles the cadet program
faces is competing with their other obligations. Curricular demands, jobs, after school activities such as band or sports and all the required practices that go along with those activities don’t allow them much spare time to give to the cadet program. My goal is to create a
solid list of wing activities for each cadet to choose from, which will give them a better
idea of how they can contribute. It should also allow them to pick activities which will
better coincide with their busy schedules. I know that we cannot expect full participation
from every cadet, however, I do believe we can better utilize the time they do give us. If
we can create tasks that are beneficial to the Houston Wing as well as rewarding and fun
for them, our cadet numbers will continue to grow.

I was recently asked by a visitor at museum day why we have a cadet program. I explained that as time has passed, the younger generations haven’t had the opportunity to connect with those who were alive during WWII. As a result, interest in the war, and warbirds
specifically, has gradually slipped away. If we don’t do all we can to keep the young people
who do have an interest around, then in the not too distant future, these planes might one day
be turned into museum pieces that will never fly again. The cadets are imperative to the future
of these aircraft!
As mentioned earlier, Mike and I will be meeting with the cadets right after the monthly wing meeting on August 21st. Our meeting will consist of an introduction, a discussion of
the various opportunities available, and possibly a picture of those present for an idea I have
for a cadet poster. I am always open to suggestions, so if anyone has an idea they would like
to share with me concerning the cadets, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I can be reached
by cell at 713-825-4824 or by e-mail at cadets@houstonwing.org.

Jason H.

32nd ANNUAL C.A.F. WINGS OVER HOUSTON AIRSHOW
Oct 22-23, 2016

Featuring U.S.N. Blue Angels Flight Demonstration Team
and

75th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor,
with a special tribute to the men, women and their machines
that trained and fought during WWII

We will be asking for volunteers shortly
so please be thinking if you can give us
your time on both days or just one.

"O" Club
KITCHEN NEWS
BY: Winona Morton
HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Think COLD
cold cuts, cold salads, let’s not
do hot during this hot month
of August. Bring your favorites for sandwiches, bring
coleslaw, potato salad and any
other family favorites and of
course bring your best
Deserts!
See you there!
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