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Slips & Skids
From the Cockpit:
Apr 22-23. Open House,
of course!
Apr 29. Angleton LBX
Fly-in and open house.
Planes, classic cars, etc.
May 5-6. Abilene
airshow. AT-6, BT-13.

May 13. JJ Watt Charity
baseball flyover.
May 27. WASP
Homecoming,
Sweetwater, TX. AT-6
or BT-13.

We are about a week out from our annual
Open House (April 22 & 23). Final preparations
are underway for our big spring event. If you
haven’t already volunteered to help either or both
days and are interested, please send me a note expressing that interest.
We have already started our flying season
with two Barnstorming events with our friends at
Gulf Coast and West Texas Wings. One took
place at Hooks and the other at the Conroe airport. Our Hooks event
was well attended by wing volunteers but the Conroe event was a little
short staffed. We are always looking for volunteers for these events as
they contribute to our bottom line at the end of the year. But putting
the money aside, they are a lot of fun and you get to meet & work with
volunteers from the other units in the Houston area. Please keep in
mind; if the C60 doesn’t attend, our available seats in the airplanes are
very limited and that may require driving. If you want to help at these
events, but don’t want to drive by yourself, we may want to consider
setting up a car-pool.
Please see the events listed later in this update concerning other
events that will be taking place after our Open House. There are many
opportunities to participate, including our twice a month museum days.
Come on out and join the fun.

On another volunteer front, our former facilities coordinator,
Mike Phillips has moved to the great white north to start a new CAF
Wing. He is off to a great start with several members already having
airplanes to support the Wing. I wish him much luck with the new
Wing. But that leaves us with an opening at the Houston Wing. We
are looking for someone that is handy around the hangar that would
like to take on our facilities maintenance. Responsibilities include (but
aren’t limited to) plumbing repairs, coordinating with outside vendors
to do upgrades in the hangar, general hangar maintenance, plus others.
If you are interested, please send me a note.

By the time you read this note, we should have taken delivery of our new (to us) electric tug
that was donated by United Airlines. The support team at United has sent me photos of the work
their team did to make it suitable for our operation and I can tell you, they did a fantastic job. I am
very excited for you all to see how nice it turned out. It should be zooming around the ramp at Open
House. This will be a great addition for the Wing and I want to thank United Airlines for this generous donation.
I will leave you with this today. The Houston Wing is successful because of volunteers like
you. The staff is grateful for all your help, dedication and hard work. Let’s keep the teamwork going and build upon what is in place. We look to have a great year ahead, Thanks for all you do!!!!!
John C

Ops Update
So it's April, time to get
busy… over the last month our
flying activity has picked up a
bit, starting with a Mar 19
Blessing of the Fleet flyover in
Kemah with two T-6/SNJ flown by Stu
McAfee and Skip Harrison, directed in by Air
Boss Sam Bulger and ably assisted by Robert
Hughes.
The following Saturday was a ride day
at Hooks alongside Texas Raiders. The AT-6
(Arne) and PT-19 (Dewey) plus the L-39 went
along with our tireless ground crew; we sold 3
rides and some PX, so it was a pretty decent
day. Our next barnstorm day was Oct 8 at
Conroe. This was the Gulf Coast Wing’s first
ride day at their new home; the GCW did really
well and sold 5 flights, but for us it was pretty
quiet with one ride sold. Ole brought the AT-6
while the Dunins, Sissos and Chuck Waters
were the ground crew. We'll give it another go
later this year (Aug and Nov) and see if we can
bring in a few bucks.
And as usual, in between these events there is a
bit of proficiency flying and pilot checkout
training going on...
Coming up in Apr/May/June;
Apr 22-23. Open House, of course!
Apr 29. Angleton LBX Fly-in and open house.
Planes, classic cars, etc.
May 5-6. Abilene airshow. AT-6, BT-13.
May 13. JJ Watt Charity baseball flyover.
May 27. WASP Homecoming, Sweetwater,
TX. AT-6 or BT-13.

May 29. Memorial Day flyovers.
Jun 3-4. Barnstorm with Texas Raiders. Victoria, TX.
That's it for now; I'll see y’all at Open House
next weekend!
John B

Maintenance
I am very pleased to announce that the new interior of the
C-60 will be finished and available for viewing by 15 April 2017.
This is due to the very hard, diligent, and professional work of
Suzie Bredlau and myself. Without this team
effort, the Lockheed would be no where near
finished at this point. I would also like to thank
Mike Dunin and Craig Pridgeon for handling
the heat treatment and powder coating of the
bench frames as well as transporting them. It
has been eight long months since this project
started, and I am so glad it is finally done, and
the C-60 can return to the air where she belongs. She will also be sporting the interior she
had when she left Burbank for the Army Air
Force. Truly an amazing restoration. There is
no way to calculate how many hours actually
went into this. That is how the CAF works, as
restoring vintage World War Two airplanes is a
labor of love, not a job.
Now the other four flying planes in our
fleet…The AT-6 came out of annual in perfect
shape according the all the pilots. The BT-13 is
getting a new old surplus fuel pressure switch
and an aux power plug to run portable electronics. The N3N has no squawks that have been
reported, but I am still watching the fuel pump
and prop on that plane. The PT-19 will get a
new tail wheel tire before Open House, but that
is all I know on that plane. And speaking of
Open House, all that aircraft need cleaning.
This year, to combat the spring pollen dusting,
several car dusters have been purchased for
use. They are very effect at removing dust, but
not for use on oil. Also the last ditch effort to
clean the machines comes after Easter. I hope
to see as many able bodies as I can during that
week to clean.

I am counting on blue skies and many
trouble free hours for all the aircraft, so I can
also enjoy flying…..see you at the old hangar...
Jim

C-60 Interior progress

PX Update
Hello!! It’s Open
House Month. There is still
time for you to jump in on the
fun and volunteer at the PX or
wherever you can help out that weekend. I will
be pricing the toys I ordered but it’s only a few
boxes so I can handle it myself. We have a lot
of toys in inventory so there was no need to
order more.
The V-neck lady’s uniform shirt came
in. It looks great! It would be great to wear at
Open House. If you pre-ordered and want to
wear it at open house let me know when and
where I can meet you to deliver it. If you are
interested in buying one let me know.

I want to take this time and thank everyone for helping at the PX on museum days
and Hooks event. “Thank You!!!” You are
awesome to step up and help out! We still
need help on Museum Days. If you are at the
hangar on those days and want to help out,
please contact me or a staff member.
Have a great couple of weeks and I will
see you at Open House!!!
Susan V

Summer Safety Challenge
We’ve done a pretty good job over the
last year improving the safety environment of
the Wing for our members and visitors alike.
Now, I’m ask for the total brain power
of the membership to address one issue for the
upcoming show season. How do we protect
the airplanes and visitors from each other? In
the last year, we’ve seen an open house visitor
try to spin the prop on the N3N and a Wings
Over Houston visitor try to swing on the pitot
tube of the PT-19.
The first incident could have killed the
visitor and the second would have crippled the
airplane. We’ve had several excellent suggestions so far including warning signs to hang on
the props and cards to pass out to open house
visitors as they come through the gate. What
else can you think of?
Please let me know!
Arne

Today’s Cadets
Tomorrow's Leaders
My name is Ethan Allen and I am a
7th grader at Charles B. Cook Middle School in
Houston, Texas. My family background in the
military is what made me a war history buff,
starting with my great-great-grandfather who
fought in the British army during the Great War,
to my uncle Bud, who was a door gunner on a B
-17 in WWII. The name of the B-17 was “The
Hard Way,” and my uncle was shot down twice,
but thankfully managed to survive. My grandfather was also a Vietnam war veteran, and my
father is a military history writer. He has written
a WWII book and numerous articles published. So, it’s only natural that I love books
about military and watching war films.
Even at an early age I began studying
military vehicles and aircraft, designing my own
planes, weapons and tanks, asking my daddy
everything he knew about the military. I request
military based Lego sets and aircraft models to
put together. Or I might pick up a piece of paper
and sketch a detailed Hetzer tank or my favorite
plane, Fokker D.VII.
I also enjoy the outdoors and staying active with football, hiking, fishing, BMX,
etc… I also love tinkering with small rebuilds
such as bikes and skateboards in the garage. This
is why I enjoy the labor put in at the hangar. Learning about the engines and parts of the
planes is a reward!
I’m very excited and proud to be CAF
cadet, because it puts me closer to those beautiful warbirds, where my volunteering helps me to
appreciate the men and women who used those
planes, as well as how the planes work, internally.

As the Wing Flies
Welcome back happy campers to the latest installment of “As the Wing flies.” Spring has
sprung and it’s time to sneeze a lot of yellow snot.
Thanks to maintenance and ops that we have reliable airplanes and places to go. With a
skeleton crew we went to Conroe April 8th. I would like to thank Mike Dunin for being our newest Mission Tour Director. He did an outstanding job!
The marketing and graphic arts department has been behind all this year in creating and
delivering posters and advertisements for Open House. Hopefully I will rectify my negligence
this summer. I would like to know if cats like beer? If our Open House fails, it shall fall on the
shoulders of the marketing person.
If you have any comments or need any information contact me at wohphotopit@gmail.com or 832-859-1164.
BELOW (shhh I bet this still looks a lot like the OPS report)

EVENT

AIRCRAFT

STATUS

April 29th Angleton Fly In-Rides
(PX and ground support)

AT-6, N3N

Confirmed

May 5-6 Abilene
(hotels-provided)

AT-6, BT-13

Confirmed

May 26-29 with TR Austin w/TR
(PX and ground support) (hotels)

AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19

Tentative?

May 29th
Flyover-Sugarland/Memorial Oaks

C-60, AT-6, BT-13

Tentative

June 3rd/4th with TR Austin w/TR
(PX and ground support) (hotels)

AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19

Tentative?

July 3rd Conroe w/TR
(PX and ground support)

AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60

Tentative?

August 19th Hooks w/TR
(PX and ground support)

AT-6, BT-13, P-51, F4U, L-39

Confirmed

Sept 1st-4th San Antonio w/TR
(PX and ground support) (hotels)

AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60

Tentative?

October 6th-8th Wings Over Dallas
(PX and ground support) (hotel?)

AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60

Tentative?

November 11th/12th Conroe/Hooks w/TR
(PX and ground support)

AT-6, BT-13, N3N, PT-19, C60, L-39

Confirmed

That’s all folks……………………Sam B

Finance/Membership Officer Report
We are about to embark on our annual Open House and a few things have
come to mind that I feel the need to share. Every year at this time we have a
wonderful turn out of members to help with the Open House. As most everyone
knows, we do barnstorming several times a year as well as have open museum
days twice a month but we don’t have the same turn out of members at the smaller events. Since I have been working as the Finance Officer , the money generated by these extra events has allowed us to put away a nice little stash in our savings account as well as paid for several major parts, including two engines with
our efforts. We need to keep this going in order to expand and grow our Wing. We now need
more space for the L-39 so it can be worked on out of the weather plus finish the Navion in addition to other projects.
I am making a plea to every member of the Wing to contact me as Membership Officer so
we can get a list of people that would be willing to give a Saturday a month, every other month, or
that we could even call to help with barnstorming or museum day. I know I have not been around
much since Wings Over Houston as I had foot surgery in December and then broke the same foot
two weeks ago but I am making a commitment to put myself on this list to get back into helping
with PX and rides where needed. I know everyone has busy schedules but, if we can get enough
people to commit to covering the museum days and occasional barnstorming, then we could potentially have enough people that we might only need you once a quarter.
Please e-mail me, call me, text me, or see me in person at Open House and let me know
you are willing to be on this list. If we can get people on this list I will gladly work out a calendar
ahead of time for everyone volunteering so you can make sure it fits in your schedule. I would
really like for you to give me the dates you’re available so I can work up the calendar next week.
As Uncle Sam said, “We want you!” Besides you could be pared up with a new member or
someone you don’t get to see a lot and what a time it would be to catch up also. We do have a lot
of fun on museum days and barnstorming. Thank you in advance for your assistance from all of
your fellow members and staff.

On another note, there will be another Roster coming out some time after May 15 so if you
have not paid your dues please do so before that date.
A quick note from Finance, you don’t want to miss the May General Meeting as we should have
the numbers from Open House and maybe a few items of interest.
Tammi L.

"O" Club

Birthdays

KITCHEN NEWS
Bruce Thomas
Dewey Lockwood

BY: Winona Morton

HELLO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

For those that do not

know there is not
a meeting this month

Shirley Hyman
Randall Richardson
Kay Kennedy
Franklin Godek
Paul Bienvenu
Edward Vesely

6/4
6/6
6/6
6/11
6/12
6/17
6/19
6/29

Due to Open House
However, please bring
water, sodas and baked goods
For Open House

See you next month!
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